
 
 
 

 
 

UNCW MarineQuest: Oceans-17  
The Standard Working Day 

 
A typical day of Oceans 17 begins at 7am for breakfast.  O17 students are responsible for 
being at breakfast on time so that they can fuel up for their busy day.  After breakfast you 
will meet with your day time instructors to begin your activities.   

A typical day will balance lab and field work.  Lab work may consist of analyzing and 
processing the environmental samples that you previously collected, setting up 
experimental equipment, researching, or working with a UNCW professor and their lab 
staff to learn about their research.  Typical field work includes collecting samples from 
local sites, collecting environmental and oceanographic data.  Sites may include the beach, 
Intracoastal Waterway, ocean, or the muddy, muddy marsh.  Marine scientists are not 
afraid to get dirty or get sea sick on a research cruise! 

A day of science will end around 3:45-4:00pm when the day instructors return you to the 
dorm where you will have an hour of free time before your 5:00pm dinner.  As a pre-
college student in your free time you will have opportunities to utilize some campus 
facilities including the state of the art Student Recreation Center!  Following dinner you will 
get a chance to work on various tasks that your group is responsible for including the O17 
session blog.  There may also be an evening event scheduled such as a research talk or a fun 
outing on the town. 

Some days are solely for SCUBA diving with trips out to a submerged rock quarry and 
exploring the shipwrecks that populate the infamous ‘Graveyard of the Atlantic'!   

Weekends are slower paced with a later start and more relaxed with downtime for laundry.  
A day’s activity might include a surf lesson, kayaking, or mini golf.  Weekends are organized 
for students to have fun with their fellow marine scientists-in-training.  

Every day as an O17 camper is busy! It’s hot and you might be participating in activities 
that are initially out of your comfort zone.  As an O17er you are expected to have a positive 
attitude as you meet the new and exciting challenges that each day has to offer. 

 
 


