
APPLYING FOR AID 
The priority deadline for financial aid is March 1 every year. Only one application is required  
to determine financial aid eligibility: the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

The FAFSA collects information about financial circumstances 
of your family to determine eligibility for federal aid programs. 
Programs include Federal Pell (PELL) and Supplemental 
Grants (SEOG), Work-Study (FWS), Federal Perkins and 
Federal Student Loans, as well as the Federal PLUS loan 
for parents and the Federal PLUS loan for graduate students. 
The FAFSA is available online at www.fafsa.gov 
 
UNCW Title IV Federal School Code 002984. 

Notification: All office communication is sent through 
your UNCW email address and can also be accessed 
through SEANET.  If you are selected for a process called 
verification, you will receive notification through your 
official UNCW email address and your SEANET account, 
regarding the information required to complete your file.  
After completing the FAFSA, you will be provided  
with a financial aid award package.

IMPORTANT TIPS 
1. File as early as possible. The priority deadline  
 for the FAFSA is March 1. Your will need to have your  
 previous year’s tax return, but you can provide  
 estimates on the application and send corrections  
 if needed at a later date. 

2. Get help completing the FAFSA and learn more  
 about financial aid. Ask your school counselor  
 about resources available online and in your  
 community to help you learn about financial aid.  
 The College Foundation of North Carolina (CFNC)  
 offers FAFSA Day each year as well as online  
 resources at www.cfnc.org. 

3. Double check your information before  
 submitting your application. It is important that  
 your personal information (Social Security Number,  
 birth date, legal name) is correct. 

4. Respond quickly to requests from our office.  
 We may need additional information from you in  
 order to finalize your aid award. We will contact you  
 through your UNCW email address ONLY, so make  
 sure you set up your UNCW email box and check  
 it regularly. 

5. Keep records. Make sure you keep copies of  
 all submitted applications and correspondence. 

6. Keep your contact information up to date.  
 If you are admitted and your contact information  
 has changed, please update the information in   
 SEANET or contact the Office of the Registrar.

7. Check SEANET.

TIPS

TYPES OF FINANCIAL AID  
Merit-based Scholarships 

The university recognizes the excellent academic record 
and promise of outstanding students by offering a limited 
number of renewable merit scholarships. There is no 
separate application for merit scholarships; all students 
are considered for these opportunities on the basis of 
their application for admission. Our holistic review of 
scholarship candidates considers academic achieve-
ment, leadership qualities, commitment to service and 
promise of engagement in the life of the university. 

For more information, please visit  
uncw.edu/finaid/scholarships 

 
Need-Based Scholarships and Grants 

For individuals who qualify on the basis of need, most 
financial aid is provided in the form of need-based 
scholarships or grants from federal, state, university or 
private sources. Need-based scholarships can range 
from $1,000 to the full cost of in-state tuition. 

Work-Study and Student Employment 

The Federal Work-Study Program allows qualified 
recipients to earn part of their financial aid through 
employment on campus and in community service 
agencies. Participants may select from a wide variety  
of available jobs to meet their interests, skills and 
career plans. Work-Study is a need-based program  
and funding is limited. 

Those students who do not meet the criteria for Federal 
Work-Study can still apply for available jobs through the 
UNCW Career Center. For more information, please visit 
uncw.edu/career 

 
Loans 

The Office of Scholarships & Financial Aid administers 
a number of student loan programs, which provide 
low-interest, long-term loans to students. Loans require 
repayment after the student leaves school.

TYPICAL FINANCIAL AID PACKAGE 
Typically financial aid awards, for those students who 
apply on time, are comprised of 50 percent grants,  
48 percent loans and 2 percent Work-Study. 

COST OF ATTENDANCE 2014-15
 In-State Out-of-State

Tuition and Fees $  6,392 $20,420
Room and Board 9,124 9,124
Books and Supplies* 1,030 1,030
Health Insurance 1,608 1,608
Transportation* 1,610 1,610
Miscellaneous* 1,480 1,480
Loan Orig Fee 64 64
Total  $21,308 $35,336
*estimated cost
 
Please Note: The above figures are estimates and are subject to change. Total cost of attendance is 
calculated to help students anticipate their costs and to determine eligibility for financial aid. Some 
students will spend more than the typical amounts, others less, depending on individual lifestyles and 
circumstances. Eligibility for financial aid is based not on individual preferences and spending habits, 
but instead on standard budget allowances. 

SEAHAWK SOAR AMBASSADOR PROGRAM 
Through the Seahawk SOAR Ambassador Program, we promise to provide financial support to academically talented  
first-year students whose family income falls at or below 200 percent of the federal poverty guidelines (or $44,700 for a  
family of four). The program pledges to meet the financial needs of admitted, eligible students with a combination of  
grants, scholarships and a reasonable amount of student loans. Eligibility will be reviewed each year to determine  
who will continue to qualify. 

Seahawk SOAR Ambassadors benefit from academic and personal support services to help make  
the most of their college experience and succeed in completing their degree. 

  
UNCW has been named one of  
the nation’s “Best Value” public  
colleges and universities by  
The Princeton Review. In its  
profile, The Princeton Review  
editors praised UNCW as a  
modern university that “remains  
true to its small school roots.”

BEST  
VALUE



  

At UNCW, we are committed to providing an exceptional  
education at an affordable cost. In fact, we are recognized as 
one of the best values in public higher education. Our exemplary 
need-based aid program makes a UNCW education accessible 
to students from every background. Last year, UNCW awarded 
more than $111 million in financial aid to more than 13,000 
undergraduate, graduate and professional students. 
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HELPFUL
RESOURCES

CONTACT US 
Office of Scholarships  
& Financial Aid  
Warwick Center, Room 140 

601 S. College Road  
Wilmington, NC 28403-5951 

finaid@uncw.edu 

Phone 910.962.3177  
Fax 910.962.3851 

Office Hours:  
Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

                 
         COLLEGE    
FINANCING                


