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Background and Current Research: 

 Dr. Wade Watanabe is currently a Research Professor with the Center for Marine Science 
at UNCW where he is Coordinator of the Center's Aquaculture Program.  Dr. Watanabe's 
background is in the area of general finfish aquaculture.  He has published extensively in the 
areas of controlled breeding, larval culture, and juvenile growout of various freshwater and 
marine finfish species.  He has conducted research in Asia, the Pacific, the Caribbean as well as 
in the US and with a variety of species including freshwater prawns, carp, tilapias, grey mullet, 
milkfish, Nassau grouper, red drum, summer and southern flounder, mutton snapper, black sea 
bass and red porgy.  At UNCW, Dr. Watanabe's current research focuses on marine finfish 
aquaculture research and commercial development, including experimental breeding, larval 
culture and live feeds production, and intensive growout of new species.  He is currently 
conducting collaborative research on intensive recirculating aquaculture system design and 
operation, nutrient recycling through integrated finfish-shellfish polyculture, economics and 
marketing of aquaculture production, and transfer of technology to commercial users through 
pilot-scale demonstration.  Dr. Watanabe is currently serves as Associate Editor for the Journal 
of the World Aquaculture Society and Director and Publications Chair of the U.S. Aquaculture 
Society. 

Education: 

B.S.: 1973, Zoology, Oregon State University, Corvallis.
M.S.: 1975, Zoology, University of Hawaii, Honolulu.  
Ph.D: 1982, Zoology, University of Hawaii. 

  

Professional Experience: 

1999-
present  

Research Professor, Aquaculture Program Coordinator, University of North Carolina 
Wilmington 

  
1997-1999 Associate Research Scientist, University of North Carolina Wilmington 
1996  Chief Scientist, Sea Change Foundation, Vero Beach, Florida 



1986-1995 Chief Scientist, Caribbean Marine Research Center, Vero Beach, Florida and Lee 
Stocking Island, Bahamas. 

1982-1985 Marine Biologist, International Center for Living Aquatic Resources Management 
(ICLARM), Manila, Philippines 

1976-1981 Research Assistant, Oceanic Institute, Hawaii 
1975 Graduate Research Assistant, Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology 

Fellowships: 

1982-
1985 

Rockefeller Foundation Post-doctoral Research Fellow, International Center for Living 
Aquatic Resources Management, Manila, Philippines. 

1977-
1981  Jessie Smith Noyes Foundation Pre-doctoral Fellow, Oceanic Institute, Hawaii. 

Teaching: 

1983-
1984: 

Visiting Lecturer, National Sun Yat Sen University and National Taiwan University, 
Taiwan 

1991-
1996: 

Graduate Faculty (Adjunct), Department of Biological Sciences, Florida Institute of 
Technology, Melbourne, Florida. 

1997-
Present: 

Lecturer, Department of Biological Sciences, UNCW (BIO 486/591; Advanced 
Topics: Finfish Mariculture).  Graduate Faculty, Department of Biology and Marine 
Biology and Marine Sciences. 
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