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CASEYCAISON
Art makes life simple. How awesome it is to 
escape in nature and lose yourself in a paint-
ing. it’s peaceful and rejuvenating. All you 
have to do is look and paint. no worries.

i love color. i love the vibrant oranges, reds and 
browns of crisp autumn leaves. i love the highlight 
of intense orange or red that can be found on 
the edges of some shadows. the world is full of 
color. Even in the most mundane of objects such 
as a concrete sidewalk, an array of slight colors 
can be found if you look closely. it takes a trained 
eye to see them, but they are there.  i enjoy find-
ing these colors in my subjects and using them in 
my work. these slight, unnoticed colors are what 
make artwork look realistic. i like for my work to 
be friendly and engaging. it invites you in and 
intrigues you. i enjoy exaggerating color in my 
work. i love using deep, rich and pure color. this 
gives my art life. i take great pleasure in paint-
ing a challenging subject and i find it gratifying 
when i feel i have effectively captured my sub-
ject. i know my work is completed when i feel 
that there is no need to keep going. Sometimes 
you have to know when to stop. Art makes life 
simple. How awesome it is to escape in nature 
and lose yourself in a painting. it’s peaceful and 
rejuvenating. All you have to do is look and paint.

my favorite pieces of art are those that evoke 
mood in the viewer. i strive for this in my work. 
my goal is to create a piece of work that creates 
emotion and feeling. Color is an effective tool in 
this, because we have many associations with 
various colors.

Loneliness
oil & acrylic on canvas   
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AmAndACOx
Creating works of art allows my unconscious to 
come to life. i discovered this while studying ab-
stract expressionism. i predominantly use photo-
graphs to remind my unconscious of particular 
experiences. i embrace different visual and intel-
lectual perspectives while constantly being influ-
enced and inspired by the people surrounding me. 
imperfections and little things, like blades of grass, 
intrigue me and are what my artwork emphasizes. 
those individual intriguing areas within my work are 
then used to create a unified and captivating piece.

i have enjoyed exploring drawing, painting, and 
recently, ceramics. Painting, however, is my pas-
sion.  whether i am painting watercolor portraits 
or large, vibrant oil paintings, the process is exhila-
rating. i have developed an expressionistic style 
that requires few materials and a combination of 
drawing and painting elements. my work is a con-
tinuously evolving series. it is conceptual and un-
imaginable, even to me, until the piece is complete. 
to be complete and successful, my work must have 
meaning, be engaging, and stir something within.

Entrance, Charleston, SC
oil on canvas
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SEAndIAmONd
Creating art has always been a part of my life.  my 
inspiration comes from nature, people, music, and 
life in general. i try to convey my emotions through 
artwork whether it’s an impressionistic landscape, 
visionary portrait, or a symbolic political piece. i 
throw ceramics and work in many mediums includ-
ing oil and acrylic paint, graphic and color pencil, 
and charcoal and pastel on varying supports.

my ceramic work is on a different spectrum 
than the other mediums i use. i enjoy using my 
hands to create something that is both artistic 
as well as functional. there is something about 
the process of throwing a ceramic piece, glaz-
ing it, firing it, and being able to use it that 
gives me a sense of achievement and empower-
ment. Ceramics gives me something more tan-
gible than the other mediums i work in. i am 
a strong believer of doing things for your self 
and my work becomes an extension of that.   

Art has a unique meaning to everyone. may 
you find your own significance and joy in 
my artwork while learning more about my 
views and perceptions of our world.

Untitled
Ceramic
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dErriCkdOremuS
i always enjoyed building things with my hands, 
so after my first three-dimensional art class i 
decided to concentrate in sculpture. As a sculp-
tor my brain is constantly translating things into 
the round. when i’m sketching or painting i find 
myself wondering how i can transform them 
into a three-dimensional piece of art. my sculp-
tures tend to be a blend of organic and geo-
metric shapes. i like the tension that is created 
when you combine opposites into one piece. 
 
movement is another important factor to my work. 
Your eyes should easily move through and around 
the piece. i want my sculptures to invite you to see 
what is happening on the other side. i don’t have a 
set medium in which i use to build my sculptures.  
Presently, i am exploring the idea of using non-tra-
ditional materials for sculptures. taking a material 
and using it completely out of context is very in-
triguing to me. my most successful sculptures have 
included both metal and paper. the ridged support 
of the metal in contrast to the fragile nature of pa-
per creates a dynamic composition.  After gradua-
tion i plan on taking some time off to continue de-
veloping my skill before attending graduate school.  

Dual Complex
Steel & japanese paper
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AdriEnnEelIAdeS
Ceramics is my passion, my obsession. An art 
form which pairs art with science, ceramics is 
bursting with balanced contradictions; the natural 
state of the clay versus the chemical compound 
of the glazes, the exercise of control versus the 
unexpected oxidation process, the water satu-
rated throwing versus the heat infused firing.

i incorporate elements from nature in my ceramics 
to preserve the theme of balanced forces. organic 
wheel thrown forms with simplicity of line allow 
the glazes to become the focal point in my work.  
i seek, in my pieces, to bring forth beauty using 
people, places, and things as inspiration; nature 
being the foundation of each. Especially stimulat-
ing are the ceramic works of my ancient Greek 
ancestors and the japanese. i aspire to capture 
this beauty in my work to remind myself and my 
audience that magnificence can be functional, at-
tainable, and is found in the smallest of pleasures.
Explorations of beauty by means of every-
day ideas, allows me to express my per-
sonal story through my work. my hopes, 
fears, triumphs, and disappointments are 
all communicated in malleable clay.  

Noodle Bowls: 6
Ceramic
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williAmglOver
my mind has always been full of disparate ideas, 
and yet it obsesses with only one at a time.  im-
ages and senses collide with each other in a 
fashion that makes focusing difficult. Art and its 
production is a means of singling out a thought 
and generating something sharable from it. i 
draw because what is in front of me fills a part of 
my mind when i see it. i sculpt because i enjoy 
creating in the round, and with my entire body 
instead of just my hands. Art is something that 
we leave behind. my art is an unfinished snap-
shot of my spirit at the time of each work’s con-
ception, and an afterimage by its completion.

Untitled
metal
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kAtEkeNNedy
throughout my tenure at unC-wilmington, i have 
seen profound changes in my artwork.  Professors 
have challenged me to broaden my knowledge 
base and artistic techniques. my individual style 
is emerging and i am able to recognize differ-
ent artistic paths. with a concentration in paint-
ing and drawing i use similar a similar process for 
both mediums. i use a great deal of color in my 
paintings along with high contrasts for both paint-
ing and drawing. both these methods are visually 
pleasing to me and serve to excite my creativity.  

i am inspired by the elements around me; the 
beauty of nature, conceptual art, fellow artists’ 
work and even the digital art of today’s video 
games are just a few motivators for me. Creating 
art is a way to communicate my feelings to those 
around me; it is also a productive and beneficial 
method of self-expression. Finishing a piece gives 
me a sense of accomplishment and purpose.  
Furthermore, successfully meeting the challenges 
of this degree has empowered me to stretch the 
boundaries of what i thought i could create.

originally, i came unCw to pursue a major in 
marine biology with a minor in studio art. tak-
ing fine art classes helped me realize that art 
was my true calling and so i became a stu-
dio art major.  However, my enthusiasm for the 
ocean and its creatures will never diminish and 
will continue to inspire me. i know art will al-
ways be a driving force in my life and i am ex-
cited to start making my passion a career.    
     The path I took that day

oil on canvas
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AmAndAmArtIN
i enjoy art because it allows me to express myself 
without words. i began drawing when i was young-
er but didn’t really get into painting and other art 
forms until i began my first year of college. they 
did not offer art at my high school. therefore, i 
did not learn about all the different mediums.

my paintings develop from the background color. 
i have to decide on what color gesso first and 
that determines the rest of the painting. i enjoy 
using colors that most people wouldn’t think of 
using. i recently started working with painting 
knives. i like doing geometric shapes in my work. 
i started out just working with circles of different 
sizes, and then i started to add lines in with them.

Blackholes
Acrylic on canvas
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AmbErmAzdA
Planning on being a teacher my whole life, i found 
myself unsatisfied as an Education major in my 
first year and a half of college. Encouraged by my 
parents, i explored different options, and real-
ized my interest in Graphic design. i always loved 
making decorative designs and playing around 
on my computer, but had never thought about 
the possibility of making a career out of it. the 
more i thought about it, the more interested i 
became. i took a huge leap of faith, and declared 
myself a Studio Art major, which ended up being 
the best decision i could have made for myself.
 
being introduced to many different types of art 
and mediums, i have evolved into a Painter and 
Graphic designer over the past few years. Hav-
ing experienced different types of Graphic de-
sign, both in school and in the “real world”, i am 
confident in pursuing it as my career path.
 
with my decision to pursue Graphic design came 
lots of drawing and painting, which i, unexpect-
edly, have really come to enjoy. my current painting 
style is inspired by the 20th centur y, Color Field 
artist, leonard nelson. He has a way of turning all 
kinds of colors and brush strokes into something 
amazing. i have adapted what i see in his painting 
style into my own painting style. i bring in layers 
and layers of colors and shapes to create a some-
what abstract, but still representational painting.  
when i first started painting, i was so stuck on the 
tightness and drawing aspect of a painting, now 
i love loosely putting paint on the canvas, and 
focusing more on the painting than the drawing.  
 

Sand & Water 2
Acrylic & paste on canvas
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lAurAreId
As an artist, i aspire to create from what i see, not 
how things look. my college career has taught me 
how to see in order to create. when looking at 
an object or landscape, i break down the colors, 
patterns, shapes, lines, and movements that ulti-
mately give that object or landscape form. with oil 
paints and a brush i am able to emphasize brush-
stroke and light, recreating images as i see them.

natural landscapes, specifically views of water, 
such as rivers, waterfalls, and oceans, greatly 
inspire my creativity. the manner in which wa-
ter translates information through reflections, 
light, color, and movement is intriguing to me.

i do not paint for accuracy nor do i paint for 
abstraction. i paint to create a beautiful, inter-
esting piece of artwork that can be perceived 
and understood by others, but does not actu-
ally exist, or at least does not exist how i have 
painted it. the components and inspiration for 
the images are real, but the painting itself is 
what i see as an artist and as an individual.

Rocky Waters
oil on canvas
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jAYthOmpSON
Good memories help us to remove ourselves from 
the over-bearing, stressful world and drift back 
to a time of pleasure or contentment in our past.  
memories are an important driving force in my 
art; from memories of important times in my life, 
to memories of looking at my talented mother’s 
artwork. i don’t want to say that i dwell in the past, 
but i do enjoy visiting it in through my art. i en-
joy using my art to evoke memories in the viewer, 
whether that viewer is random or specific. i have 
created many works of art for a specific person, 
of a specific subject, that means a lot to them.  

my medium of choice is drawing because of the 
control and simplicity i feel when i draw. my art 
does not represent angst, a hard life that i may 
have had, or an abstract view that i have on the 
world. instead, i use real subjects and realistic 
techniques to evoke real emotions. Process is 
also important to me. i enjoy allowing the viewer 
to see how i got to the endpoint that is my final 
work. i may leave white space around the edges 
of my paintings, or reference lines in my draw-
ings; again, to show the realism of not only the 
final work, but of the process of creating it.

Vesuvius
Graphite, ink, colored pencil on paper
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noElwIlCOx
i make art because of an inner urge to develop 
my visions and thoughts. i have always de-
sired to share this with others. Art gives me a 
sense of accomplishment and purpose in this 
world. it is one of the only consistent pleasures 
in my life. i am always surrounding myself with 
art and thinking about how to transform my 
thoughts into tangible creations. my art de-
fines who i am. what i have taken away from 
the past four years is an extensive knowledge 
of my capabilities as an artist as well as confi-
dence. i finally feel that the seed has taken root.

The Right to Remain Silent
oil on canvas
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