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The UNC Study Abroad Office and the 
Center for Galapagos Studies are 
pleased to offer a summer program with a 
rigorous environmental sciences learning 
opportunity in one of the world’s most im-
portant ecological sites: the rapidly changing 
Galapagos archipelago.  

The Galapagos Islands are a living laboratory 
for the study of ecology, environmental 
change, and the conflicts between nature and 
society. Free of humans and predators for 
almost all of its history, these “Enchanted 
Islands” have developed some of the most 
unique life forms on the planet living in eco-
logical isolation from the rest of the world. 
Now population growth and economic devel-
opment are challenging this unique World 
Heritage Site. 

GALÁPAGOS 

PROGRAM WEBSITE 
http://studyabroad.unc.edu/programs.cfm?pk=2080 
 
HIGHLIGHTS 
• Program emphasizes science & environment 
• Two classes; six hours of UNC credit 
• Courses led by UNC faculty 

• Mix of classroom, field, and laboratory work 

• Participants lodge with local families 

• Program costs include inter-island excursions 
 

QUESTIONS? 
Jerri Snyder, Latin America Programs - Study Abroad 
jerri@email.unc.edu 
  
Phil Page, Program Manager  
Center for Galapagos Studies 
philpage@unc.edu  
 
Adrian Marchetti, Professor, Marine Sciences 
amarchetti@unc.edu  
 
Will Vizuete, Professor, Envr. Sciences & Engineering 
vizuete@.unc.edu 
 
This program is open to students at UNC-Chapel Hill and other 
UNC system schools. 

PROGRAM PERIOD:  

June 8 - July 23 
PROGRAM LOCATION:  

Galapagos Science Center &  
GAIAS, San Cristobal Island, Galapagos 
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This program is focused on the environmental 
sciences, including human-environment rela-
tionships. 

In the Galapagos archipelago, students will 
combine classroom, field, and laboratory 
experiences, all led by UNC faculty. The pro-
gram will consist of two courses (six credit 
hours) that will take advantage of the special 
laboratory and field science opportunities pro-
vided by the Galapagos Science Center and 
the unique Galapagos setting. 

MASC 490: Special Topics in Marine Sciences—
Marine Ecology of the Galapagos (3 credit 
hours) taught by Adrian Marchetti. 

ENVR 296: Climate Change and Atmospheric 
Aerosols—Tiny Particles Big Impacts (3 credit 
hours) taught by Will Vizuete. This course will 
have a first-of-its-kind field data collection 
component in the Galapagos. 

Lodging for students is with “homestay” fami-
lies in the Puerto Baquerizo community on 
San Cristobal Island. All of the homestay 
residences are located within an easy walk to 
the classroom and laboratory facilities at the 
Galapagos Science Center. 

SCIENCE &  
ENVIRONMENT  



GALÁPAGOS 2017 Summer Study Abroad 

June 8 - July 23, 2017· Galapagos Science Center & GAIAS, San Cristobal Island, Galapagos Archipelago, Ecuador 

MASC 490  
Special Topics in Marine Sciences: Marine Ecology of the Galapagos  
Instructors 
Adrian Marchetti 
Department of Marine Science, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Email:  amarchetti@unc.edu  

Luis Vinueza 
Colegio de Ciencias Biologicas y Ambientales, Universidad San Francisco de Quito 
Email:  lvinueza@usfq.edu.ec  

Course Description 
Interdisciplinary marine ecology is the study of marine organisms, their quantitative distribu-
tions in time and space, and their interactions with each other and their marine environment.  

The unique environments and stressors present in the Galapagos will be highlighted to help 
students conceptualize the concepts covered in lectures.  

Broadly, the lectures and field excursions are divided into four themes:  

1. The diversity of marine species and their adaptations to life in an aquatic environment with 
particular attention to endemic species and their unique adaptations.  

2. The biology of the plankton, including their genetic diversity, physiology and ecology.  

3. Nearshore marine communities such as coral reefs, saltmarshes, seagrasses and mangroves 
as model systems for interdisciplinary research.  

4. The impact of multiple stressors such as fishing, eutrophication, invasions and climate 
change on marine communities.  

ENVR 296 
Climate Change and Atmospheric Aerosols: Tiny Particles Big Impacts  
Instructors  
William Vizuete 
Department of Environmental Sciences & Engineering, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

Email:  vizuete@unc.edu 

María del Carmen Cazorla 
Colegio de Ciencias e Ingeniería, Universidad San Francisco de Quito 
Email: mcazorla@usfq.edu.ec 
 
Course Description 
Atmospheric aerosols are known to play a role in the Earth’s climate system, yet there still 
exists large uncertainties in the amount to which they impact the atmosphere. The goal of this 
course is to provide the knowledge needed to achieve an understanding of how atmospheric 
aerosols influence climate, and the source of current scientific uncertainties. In furthering our 
knowledge of aerosol impacts the course will include a field campaign where students will have 
the opportunity to collect aerosols on the Galapagos Islands. These aerosols will be shipped to 
UNC-CH’s Department of Environmental Sciences and Engineering laboratories where these 
samples will be analyzed using advanced analytical equipment. 
 
Broadly the lectures will answer these questions: 
1. How does the atmosphere impact climate? 

2. How do aerosols impact on climate? 

3. What are the physical characteristics, sources, and fates of aerosols? 

4. Why are organic aerosols so hard to predict?  

UNC SCIENCE ABROAD 
• 6 credit hours 

• Taught by UNC scientists in con-
junction with Ecuadorian research 
collaborators 

• Courses mix lab, fieldwork, and 
classroom time 

Program information and application 
instructions: 
http://studyabroad.unc.edu/programs.cfm?pk=2080 


