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CHM-102 Crystal Structure

Crystal Lattice: arepeating pattern of atoms, molecules, or ions that extends in three
dimensions.

Unit Cell: the smallest unit of a crystal lattice that, when repeated in three dimensions,
will reproduce the entire crystal structure.

There are only seven types of unit cells known in nature. They are characterized by the
relative lengths of the edges and the angles at which the sides meet.
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Simple Cubic Unit Cell (sc)
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Body-Centered Cubic Unit Cell {bcc)

atoms are located
at each corner of
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the center.
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v of the cube.




	Unit cell summary
	crystal_structure_handout.pdf

