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Southeastern North Carolina needs 
more communities like the Woodsong 
development in Shallotte, said UNCW 
research professor Michael Mallin.

The abundance of trees and per-
vious concrete streets makes the 
Brunswick County neighborhood the 
best example of an environmentally 
friendly community in the region, 
he said, adding that creating more of 
these developments is essential.

Using Woodsong and similar com-
munities as models, Mallin will dis-
cuss this need June 1 at the Univer-
sity of North Carolina Wilmington’s 
Regional Engagement Conference.

The daylong conference will bring 
together government officials, busi-
ness executives, and community 
leaders from Brunswick, Columbus, 
Pender and New Hanover counties to 
examine and seek solutions to many 
of the issues plaguing the region.

Exploding growth, protecting the 
environment and economic develop-
ment will be a few topics discussed 
by panelists at the conference, said 

Milan Dluhy, political science profes-
sor and conference organizer.

In the morning, educators and 
students from various disciplines 
will present computer slide shows 
detailing trends and changes in the 
Cape Fear region.

One issue that will be explored 
during this session is the need to 
bring higher-paying jobs to the area 
by expanding the region’s economy 
beyond tourism, Dluhy said. There 
will also be a presentation on how the 
aging population affects the regional 
economy and health care system.

After the morning session, mem-
bers of community, civic and gov-
ernment organizations will have the 
opportunity to respond to topics and 
discuss other issues.

Mark Sorrells, senior vice president 
of the Golden Leaf Foundation, will 
be the guest speaker at an afternoon 
luncheon where he will discuss how 
nonprofits and businesses

work with local governments to 
help fund programs.

After lunch, professors from the 
Watson School of Education, Depart-

ment of Geography and Geology, 
Center for Marine Science and De-
partment of Film Studies will present 
white papers, which are position pa-
pers that look at a problem, its cause 
and possible solutions.

Assistant professor Howard Cole-
man and department chairman John 
Fischetti from the Watson School of 
Education will present papers that 
evaluate the region’s education sys-
tem and will discuss how it affects 
the economy.

Associate professor Joanne Halls 
from the Department of Geography 
and Geology will discuss how the 
more than 50 towns and cities in the 
region can use geographic informa-
tion systems to track census informa-
tion and help with planning.

Mallin will talk about how envi-
ronmentally friendly developments 
can help prevent the loss of local 
fisheries, and Lou Buttino, chair of 
the film studies department, will 
discuss how to expand the local film 
industry.

In addition, a roundtable discus-
sion will feature elected officials 

from Brunswick, New Hanover and 
Pender counties.

The goal of the conference is to 
bring civic and community leaders 
and concerned residents together and 
provide a forum for them to discuss 
regional problems and work together 
to find answers, Dluhy said.

“We don’t want to look at a prob-
lem as just a Wilmington problem. 
We want to look at it on broader 
perspective and see how Wilming-
ton’s problems affect the region,” 
he said.

The conference is part of UNCW’s 
commitment to opening dialogue 
between groups from around the 
region.

UNC system President Erskine 
Bowles asked all UNC schools to 
begin to provide regional connection 
events, Dluhy said.

“Our goal for the conference was 
not to do some conscience raising 
and then leave it at that,” Dluhy said. 
“We’re going to offer some solutions 
and work with the community to put 
some of these plans into action. This 
is only the beginning.”
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Approaches to growth
Conference to discuss issues related to region’s recent boom


