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Seven years after moving in, the 
University of North Carolina Wilm-
ington has outgrown its Center for 
Marine Science in Myrtle Grove.

School officials are proposing to 
nearly double the size of the existing 
81,000-square-foot facility with a 
new marine biotechnology building 
and oyster research site.

The plans come as a new $5.5 mil-
lion, 23,000-square-foot wing to the 
center is already under construction.

The New Hanover County Plan-
ning Board on Thursday unani-
mously approved the request.

UNCW officials said the new two-
story structure, which would be built 
just south of the current building on 
recently acquired property, would 
house 13 new labs and more than 
50 offices.

The new facilities would focus 
on helping researchers and work-
ing with the private sector to bring 
scientific discoveries to market - a 
growing and lucrative endeavor for 

the university.
UNCW already has patented a 

compound that has the potential to 
treat cystic fibrosis and has a series 
of other potentially marketable bio-
products in the works.

Plans also include an oyster re-
search facility, part of the state’s 
oyster hatchery program that appears 
poised to gain funding in the 2007-08 
state budget.

But still smarting from the very 
public bloody nose that ensnared 
the opening of the original facility, 
UNCW has gone on the offensive.

Officials already have met with 
neighbors and assured them that there 
won’t be a repeat of the noise and 
light pollution woes blamed on the 
facility when it first opened. They’ve 
said any increase in traffic also 
should be minimal because many of 
the building’s staff will simply move 
over from the existing facility.

UNCW also is making sure that 
this time it has all of the proper gov-
ernmental permissions early in the 
planning process.

The Center for Marine Science was 
already open before school officials 
realized they hadn’t received the right 
planning approvals to construct such a 
large building in a residential area.

One lingering question is whether 
UNCW needs to build a second en-
trance to the site. The center’s only 
access now is provided by Marvin 
Moss Lane off Masonboro Loop 
Road.

Dave Girardot, the school’s as-
sociate vice chancellor for business 
affairs-facilities, said the school 
would build a second access - possi-
bly improving Holt Road - if required 
by emergency officials.

“We need this project, and we will 
adhere to whatever fire and safety 
codes are required,” he said.

But planning board member Da-
vid Adams said it might be good to 
have a second access to the growing 
campus, whether or not it was legally 
required.

The county commissioners will 
consider the school’s expansion 
request July 9.
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