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Nature has provided the inspiration for many of today’s most important 
medicines. Yet the need for new drugs to treat diseases such as cancer and 
antibiotic resistant bacterial infection remains high. The world’s oceans are 
home to a majority of its biodiversity and a 
relatively new resource for natural product drug 
discovery. Rich sources of drug candidates 
include soft bodied marine invertebrates, which 
use natural products to defend against predators, 
and marine microbes, which use natural products 
to compete for resources and space. Within the 
Center for Marine Biotechnology and Biomedicine 
at the Scripps Institution of Oceanography, we have been studying the 
medicinal potential of marine organisms. The results include the discovery 
of an anticancer agent that has entered the last stage of human clinical 
trials. This presentation will highlight the potential of the world’s oceans to 
yield new medicines with a focus on new approaches to natural product 
discovery from marine microbes.

Dr. Jensen is a professor in the Marine Biology Research 
Division at the Scripps Institution of Oceanography, 
University of California San Diego. His research group is 
broadly interested in what microbes in the ocean produce 
natural products, where they live, why they make them, and 
how to better exploit them for useful purposes. This includes 
addressing basic questions related to species concepts, 
biogeography, and chemical ecology while crossing over into 

applied research in the area of drug discovery. He obtained his B.S. degree 
from Florida Tech, his M.S. degree from San Diego State University, and his 
Ph.D. from the University of California San Diego.

Due to limited seating, 
reservations are required.   
Bluefish Society members will 
be given the option of priority 
seating.

To help us plan refreshments, 
please RSVP by Apr. 2.

The Planet Ocean 
Seminar Series
is free and open to the public. 
The seminar is held in the 
Hodder Hall of Mentors, the 
main auditorium at the UNCW 
Center for Marine Science, 
5600 Marvin K. Moss Lane. The 
seminar will begin promptly at 
6:30 p.m. Refreshments will 
immediately follow.  

April 9, 2019
UNCW Center for Marine Science Auditorium
Seminar 6:30 p.m. / Refreshments 7:30 p.m.

Bluefish Society membership entitles you to preferred seating at Planet Ocean 
seminars and much more. Please join our school of Bluefish Society members and 
help us keep the outreach tradition at CMS afloat. 
For details, call us at 910-962-2408.

Accommodations for disabilities may 
be requested by contacting CMS 
three days prior to the event.

To reserve seats, call the 
Center for Marine Science at 
910-962-2301.
 
For driving directions and 
more information about CMS: 

www.uncw.edu/cms

PLEASE
RSVP BY

APR. 2


