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The Planet Ocean Seminar Series

The Planet Ocean Seminar Series offers four lectures 
each academic year, featuring prominent speakers 
from our own faculty and other leading research 

institutions, from well-known environmental 
organizations and from government 

agencies.

The Planet Ocean Seminar Series 
is free and open to the public. 
The seminar is held in the 
Hodder Hall of Mentors, the 
main auditorium at the 
UNCW Center for Marine 
Science, 5600 Marvin K. Moss 
Lane. The seminar will begin 
promptly at 6:30 p.m. An 

optional tour of the MARBIONC 
facility and refreshments will 

immediately follow.  

Due to limited seating, reservations are 
required.  Advance registration for Bluefish 

Society members will end Feb. 5. The general public 
may begin registration on Feb. 6. To make 
reservations or for further information, please call 
the UNCW Center for Marine Science at 910-962-2301.

Bluefish Society membership entitles you to 
preferred seating at Planet Ocean seminars 
and much more.  Please join our school of 
Bluefish Society members and help us keep 
the outreach tradition at CMS afloat.  For 
details, call us at 910-962-2408.
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Menhaden Killer in Delaware’s Inland Bays Discovered!  
with Carmelo R. Tomas, Ph.D.

Professor of Biology and Marine Biology, University of North Carolina Wilmington

Carmelo Tomas, professor of biology and marine biology at the University of North Carolina Wilmington (UNCW), is considered 
one of the world's experts in the field of physiological ecology of marine phytoplankton, particularly harmful algal bloom (HAB) 
species. He has spent his career in the laboratory and in the field studying HAB species, including how and why algal blooms 
occur, how to mitigate the impacts of algal blooms, and how to precisely indentify phytoplankton species in order to 
differentiate harmful ones from non-harmful ones.

During the summer of 2000, Delaware’s Inland Bays experienced ten fish kills of unknown origin. 
These kills were originally thought to be caused by the dreaded Pfiesteria (known amongst 

scientists as “the cell from hell”) but all samples examined were negative for this species.  
Samples sent to five separate laboratories came back with no known species of fish killers 

present; however, samples sent to the HAB laboratory at the UNCW Center for Marine 
Science proved to have an unusual species of motile phytoplankton in extraordinary 
concentrations. Dr. Tomas will give step-by-step details as to how the killer was 
discovered, described and confirmed as the agent of fish mortality.

Dr. Tomas earned his undergraduate degree in biology at American International 
College and both his master's and doctorate degrees at the University of Rhode Island. In addition to teaching 
undergraduate and graduate courses, he teaches phytoplankton identification workshops all over the world, 
most recently in Norway, Italy, Denmark, Mexico, the United Kingdom.

Join us after Dr. Tomas’ lecture for refreshments and an optional tour of the MARBIONC facility.

Due to limited seating, 
reservations are required.  
Advance registration for 
Bluefish Society members 
will end Feb. 5. The 
general public may begin 
registration on Feb. 6.

To reserve seats, call the Center for 
Marine Science at 910-962-2301.
 
For driving directions and more 
information about CMS: 

www.uncw.edu/cms

Accommodations for disabilities may be requested by 
contacting CMS three days prior to the event.

Please join us for the third seminar in the 2013-14 Planet Ocean series:

Menhaden Killer in Delaware’s Inland Bays Discovered! 
with Carmelo R. Tomas, Ph.D.

February 11, 2014
UNCW Center for Marine Science Auditorium
Seminar 6:30 p.m. 
Refreshments and an optional tour of MARBIONC facility will immediately follow 

Limited seating!

Please call 910-962-2301 

for reservations.


