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Decline of the oyster population and collapse of the fishery that it 
supported in Chesapeake Bay during the 20th Century are ascribed to 
overfishing, habitat degradation and disease. Over the past decade 
improvements in fisheries management, active oyster restoration and 
the emergence of oyster aquaculture have reversed 
this trend in the lower Chesapeake Bay where oyster 
landings from both the capture fishery and 
aquaculture are increasing. These efforts have 
included planting shell and alternative substrates, 
transplanting wild and hatchery-produced oysters, 
implementing harvest restrictions, establishing 
sanctuaries, breeding for disease tolerance and fast 
growth, developing triploid technology, considering 
non-native oyster species introductions, revising leasing policies, and 
engaging a more diverse group of stakeholders in oyster restoration. 
Some of these efforts have proven fruitful; others have not. A review of 
these activities and their effectiveness provides context for moving 
forward with oyster restoration and aquaculture development in the 
Chesapeake Bay and beyond.

Mark Luckenbach is a Professor of Marine Science 
and the Associate Dean of Research and Advisory 
Service at the Virginia Institute of Marine Science, 
College of William & Mary, where he previously 
served as Director of the Eastern Shore Laboratory 
for over 20 years.  He is a marine ecologist with 
expertise in coastal and estuarine benthic 
community ecology. Over the past 30 years his 

research has covered a range of topics including the ecology and 
restoration of native oyster reefs, the biology and ecology of Asian 
oyster species, oyster aquaculture, interactions between shellfish 
aquaculture and the environment and, land-use practices and water 
quality in tidal water environments. 

Due to limited seating, 
reservations are required.  
Advance registration for 
Bluefish Society members will 
end January 17. The general 
public may begin registration 
on January 18.

The Planet Ocean 
Seminar Series
is free and open to the public. 
The seminar is held in the 
Hodder Hall of Mentors, the 
main auditorium at the UNCW 
Center for Marine Science, 
5600 Marvin K. Moss Lane. The 
seminar will begin promptly at 
6:30 p.m. Refreshments will 
immediately follow.  

February 7, 2017
UNCW Center for Marine Science Auditorium
Seminar 6:30 p.m. / Refreshments 7:30 p.m.

Bluefish Society membership entitles you to preferred seating at Planet Ocean seminars 
and much more.  Please join our school of Bluefish Society members and help us keep the 
outreach tradition at CMS afloat.  For details, call us at 910-962-2408.

Accommodations for disabilities may 
be requested by contacting CMS 
three days prior to the event.

To reserve seats, call the 
Center for Marine Science at 
910-962-2301.
 
For driving directions and 
more information about CMS: 

www.uncw.edu/cms


