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The Planet Ocean Seminar Series

The Planet Ocean Seminar Series offers four 
lectures each academic year, featuring prominent 
speakers from our own faculty and other leading 

research institutions, from well-known 
environmental organizations and from 

government agencies.

The Planet Ocean Seminar 
Series is free and open to the 
public. The seminar is held 
in the Hodder Hall of 
Mentors, the main 
auditorium at the UNCW 
Center for Marine Science, 
5600 Marvin K. Moss Lane. 

The seminar will begin 
promptly at 6:30 p.m. Light 

hors d’oeuvres will follow.  

Due to limited seating, reservations 
are required.  Advance registration for 

Bluefish Society members will end Nov. 1. The 
general public may begin registration on Nov. 4.  
To make reservations or for further information, 
please call the UNCW Center for Marine Science at 
910-962-2301.

Bluefish Society membership entitles you to 
preferred seating at Planet Ocean seminars 
and much more.  Please join our school of 
Bluefish Society members and help us keep 
the outreach tradition at CMS afloat.  For 
details, call us at 910-962-2408.
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The Challenge of
Deep-Ocean Drilling to 

the Tohoku 
Earthquake Source

with
Frederick Chester, Ph.D.

Texas A&M University

Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2013
6:30 p.m.



The Challenge of Deep-Ocean Drilling 
to the Tohoku Earthquake Source

with Frederick Chester, Ph.D.
David Bullock Harris Chair in Geology, Texas A&M University

Dr. Frederick M. Chester is a geoscientist who studies the mechanics of natural and induced earthquake faulting through laboratory 

experimentation and field observation. He is director of the Center for Tectonophysics in the College of Geosciences and oversees 

the John Handin Laboratory for Experimental Rock Deformation in the Department of Geology & 

Geophysics at Texas A&M University. Dr. Chester has conducted numerous geologic studies of ancient, 

exhumed fault zones, and over the past decade has participated in several scientific drilling 

projects to investigate active faulting at depth. 

The fault slip during the 2011 Tohoku-oki earthquake is the largest observed, and it was 

responsible for the tsunami that devastated the coast of northeast Honshu, Japan. Although 

the cause of significant seismic slip at shallow depths is not entirely understood, a number 

of possible contributing factors have been identified. These and other questions were 

addressed by the Japan Trench Fast Drilling Project, Expedition 343/343T, undertaken by the Integrated Ocean Drilling 

Program (IODP). Three successful holes were drilled for geophysical logging, coring, and placing instruments across the 

fault. Dr. Chester will summarize the scientific motivation for the expedition, the challenges that were overcome, 

and the truly unique findings that shed light on the event and other tsunamigenic subduction zones worldwide.

Dr. Chester earned his undergraduate degree in geophysics at the University of California, Santa Barbara and his 

graduate and doctorate degrees at Texas A&M University.

Due to limited seating, 
reservations are required.  
Advance registration for 
Bluefish Society members 
will end Nov.1. The 
general public may begin 
registration on Nov. 4.

To reserve seats, call the Center for 
Marine Science at 910-962-2301.
 
For driving directions and more 
information about CMS: 

www.uncw.edu/cms

Accommodations for disabilities may be requested by 
contacting CMS three days prior to the event.

Please join us for the first seminar in the 2013-14 Planet Ocean series:

The Challenge of Deep-Ocean Drilling 
to the Tohoku Earthquake Source
with Frederick Chester, Ph.D.

November 12, 2013
UNCW Center for Marine Science Auditorium
Seminar 6:30 p.m. / Refreshments 7:30 p.m. 

Limited seating!

Please call 910-962-2301 

for reservations.


