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The Eastern oyster (Crassostrea virginica), is a bottom-dwelling organism 
that inhabits estuarine environments in our area. They are a delicious food 
source and important economic resource; however, they also serve to 
monitor environmental contaminant levels 
because they filter their food (and any 
accompanying substances) directly from the 
water they inhabit. A recent project at 
UNCW assessed concentrations of various 
metals (including arsenic, copper, zinc, and 
mercury) and organic contaminants 
(polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, which are 
combustion products, and the widely used 
consumer antibacterial, triclosan) in oyster 
tissues and adjacent sediments in New 
Hanover and Brunswick counties, 
southeastern North Carolina. The levels of these potential contaminants, 
their likely sources, and their possible effects on human health are 
discussed in this talk.

 

Dr. Skrabal is a member of the Marine and 
Atmospheric Chemistry Research Laboratory (MACRL) 
at UNCW, which investigates rainwater-seawater 
interactions and sediment-seawater exchange 
processes. As the associate director of education at the 
Center for Marine Science, he oversees the Master of 
Science in Marine Science (MMS) graduate program. 

He earned his undergraduate degree in geology and his master’s degree in 
marine science from the College of William and Mary and his doctorate in 
oceanography from the University of Delaware. 

Due to limited seating, 
reservations are required.  
Advance registration for 
Bluefish Society members will 
end November 2. The general 
public may begin registration 
on November 3.

The Planet Ocean 
Seminar Series
is free and open to the public. 
The seminar is held in the 
Hodder Hall of Mentors, the 
main auditorium at the UNCW 
Center for Marine Science, 
5600 Marvin K. Moss Lane. The 
seminar will begin promptly at 
6:30 p.m. Refreshments will 
immediately follow.  

November 10, 2015
UNCW Center for Marine Science Auditorium
Seminar 6:30 p.m. / Refreshments 7:30 p.m.

Bluefish Society membership entitles you to preferred seating at Planet Ocean seminars 
and much more.  Please join our school of Bluefish Society members and help us keep the 
outreach tradition at CMS afloat.  For details, call us at 910-962-2408.

Accommodations for disabilities may 
be requested by contacting CMS 
three days prior to the event.

To reserve seats, call the 
Center for Marine Science at 
910-962-2301.
 
For driving directions and 
more information about CMS: 

www.uncw.edu/cms


