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Global demand for seafood has increased rapidly over the last three decades, largely 
attributable to human population growth, increase in per capita consumption, and 
urbanization. Despite an increase in demand, the global wild caught fishery has 
remained stable even with increased fishing effort -- with catches actually declining 
for some fisheries. The resulting deficit has been partially met by aquaculture which 
now accounts for over forty percent of total seafood production, although this is 
largely extensive culture outside the United States. Coincident with the expansion of 
aquaculture, interest in restoring wild fisheries and supporting habitats has grown. 
These superficially competing approaches to resource management and utilization 
are being synergistically implemented in North Carolina in regard to oysters.  Private 
and public entities in North Carolina have engaged in a variety of efforts to restore 
lost and compromised oyster habitat for shoreline and marsh stabilization, enhanced 
water quality, and other ecosystem services. Some of those same entities are working 
to build a sustainable shellfish aquaculture industry recognizing both seafood and 
possible ecosystem benefits. UNCW has been a leader in working with public and 
private partners on restoration and aquaculture development. In this presentation we 
will discuss where we have been, where we are, and the challenges and opportunities 
open for North Carolina in the coming years.

Dr. Martin Posey is the former chair of the UNCW Department of Biology 
and Marine Biology, former associate vice chancellor and dean of 
undergraduate studies, and current director of the UNCW Center for 
Marine Science. He holds a bachelor’s degree in zoology from UNC 
Chapel Hill and a Ph.D. in biology from the University of Oregon.

Dr. Ami Wilbur is the director of the UNCW Shellfish Research Hatchery 
and associate professor of biology and marine biology at UNCW. Her 
research focuses on the applications of modern molecular techniques 
to basic and applied questions in shellfish genetics and mariculture. 
She holds a bachelor’s degree in biology from UNCW, and a Ph.D. in 
marine biology from the University of Delaware.

Troy Alphin is a research associate for the Benthic Ecology Laboratory 
at CMS and adjunct faculty member in the UNCW Department of 
Biology and Marine Biology. He holds both bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in marine biology from UNCW and is currently working toward 
his Ph.D., also in marine biology.

Due to limited seating, 
reservations are required.  
Advance registration for 
Bluefish Society members will 
end October 24. The general 
public may begin registration 
on October 25.

The Planet Ocean 
Seminar Series
is free and open to the public. 
The seminar is held in the 
Hodder Hall of Mentors, the 
main auditorium at the UNCW 
Center for Marine Science, 
5600 Marvin K. Moss Lane. The 
seminar will begin promptly at 
6:30 p.m. Refreshments will 
immediately follow.  

November 8, 2016
UNCW Center for Marine Science Auditorium
Seminar 6:30 p.m. / Refreshments 7:30 p.m.

Bluefish Society membership entitles you to preferred seating at Planet Ocean seminars 
and much more.  Please join our school of Bluefish Society members and help us keep the 
outreach tradition at CMS afloat.  For details, call us at 910-962-2408.

Accommodations for disabilities may 
be requested by contacting CMS 
three days prior to the event.

To reserve seats, call the 
Center for Marine Science at 
910-962-2301.
 
For driving directions and 
more information about CMS: 

www.uncw.edu/cms


