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 Center for Marine Science 

presents

The Planet Ocean Seminar Series

The Planet Ocean Seminar Series is offered to the general public to provide an opportunity for the greater 
Wilmington community to benefit directly from the topics of information available to the center in its 
study areas.
 

The Planet Ocean Seminar Series is free and open to the public.  However, due to limited 
seating, reservations are required.  The seminar will be presented in the main auditorium 
at the UNCW Center for Marine Science , which is located off of Masonboro Loop Road.  A 
reception will precede the seminar at 6 p.m.  The seminar will begin promptly at 7 p.m. in 
the auditorium.  To make reservations or for further information, please call: UNCW Center 
for Marine Science at (910) 962-2300.

Tuesday, March 5, 2002  

Dr. Steven Miller

SeaLab, Tektite, Hydrolab, and UNCW’s Aquarius:
The Story of the U.S. Underwater Space Program



Dr. Miller’s educational and public outreach efforts 
include the world’s first underwater web site 

t h a t  f e a t u r e s 
NOAA and UNCW’s 
Aquarius underwater 
laboratory, frequent 
presentations, and 
writing to increase 
public understanding 
of important marine 
science issues. In 
2000, UNCW’s National 
Undersea Research Center and Aquarius were awarded 
a prestigious national environmental award by the 
Wildlife Conservation Society.  Dr. Miller was Recording 
Secretary for the International Society for Reef Studies 
for many years.  He is a Fellow of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science.  Dr. Miller 
works and lives in Key Largo, Florida, with his wife 
Tonia Sledd (a quilter) and their two children, Jonathan 
(16) and Andrew (14). He grew up in Minneapolis and 
learned to dive in cold Minnesota lakes, which helps to 
explain his love of warm water and coral reefs.  When 
Dr. Miller is not at work or underwater you might find 
him at the tennis court.

SeaLab, Tektite, Hydrolab, and UNCW’s Aquarius:
The Story of the U.S. Underwater Space Program

Please join us for the third seminar in the 2001-2002 series:

 

SeaLab, Tektite, Hydrolab, and 
UNCW’s Aquarius:

The Story of the  
U.S. Underwater Space Program

Dr. Steven Miller

MARCH 5, 2002 
UNCW Center for Marine Science Auditorium

Reception 6 p.m. / Seminar 7 p.m.

To reserve seats call:  
Center for Marine Science at 910-962-2300 

For directions or more information about CMS,  
please visit our website:

http://www.uncwil.edu/cmsr

Center for Marine Science
5600 Marvin K. Moss Lane

Wilmington, NC 28409
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Accommodations for disabilities may be requested by 
contacting CMS three days prior to the event.

Dr. Steven Miller

Dr. Steven L. Miller is Director of UNCW’s National 
Undersea Research Center. The UNCW center is 

one of six regional centers funded by NOAA to support 
undersea research throughout the United States.  He 

has a B.A. in Biology from 
Brown University and a 
Ph.D. from the University of 
Massachusetts in Amherst.  
He first came to UNCW 
in 1991 to help develop 
and run the Aquarius 
underwater laboratory and 
the center’s coral reef 
science program in the 
Florida Keys.  Aquarius is 
sometimes referred to as 
America’s “inner space 
station.”  He has firsthand 

experience living and working underwater, first in 
Hydrolab (the predecessor to Aquarius) and later 
in Aquarius where he has participated in three 
missions.  His research focuses on coral reef ecology, 
water quality, seaweeds, and long-term biological 
and oceanographic studies. He is currently involved 
in research to evaluate the condition of coral reefs 
in Florida, especially related to newly established 
marine protected areas. His most recent research 
cruises were to the Dry Tortugas and this summer he 
will participate in a three-week expedition to study 
deep reefs off the Florida coast.  He has also worked 
in the Caribbean and Australia.


