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 Center for Marine Science 

presents

The Planet Ocean Seminar Series

The Planet Ocean Seminar Series is offered to the general public to provide an opportunity for the greater 
Wilmington community to benefit directly from the topics of information available to the center in its study 
areas.

 
The Planet Ocean Seminar Series is free and open to the public.  However, due to limited 
seating, reservations are required.  The seminar will be presented in the main auditorium at the 
UNCW Center for Marine Science , which is located off of Masonboro Loop Road.  A reception will 
precede the seminar at 6 P.M.  The seminar will begin promptly at 7 P.M. in the auditorium.  To 
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or dead marine mammal.  North Carolina experiences 
the highest number of strandings, per unit length of 
beach, of any state along the Atlantic or Gulf coasts.  
Marine mammal strandings are, thus, common events 
in our coastal environment.  Strandings offer a window 
into the lives of marine mammals, animals that spend 
most or all of their lives at sea, and offer researchers a 
unique opportunity to gather biological data from these 
federally protected species.  Those data are used to 

better understand 
the biology of 
marine mammals, 
to document our 
impacts on them, 
and ultimately to 
help ensure their 
conservation.  Each 
year, the UNCW 
Marine Mammal 
Stranding Network 

also involves 50-75 undergraduate and graduate 
students.  These students receive training seminars 
throughout the academic year, and have the opportunity 
to participate in stranding response and dissections.

Ann Pabst is also actively involved with service to the 
marine mammal community.  She is currently the 

Secretary of the Marine Mammal Society, and a member 
of the Working Group on Marine Mammal Unusual 
Mortality Events, National Marine Fisheries Service, the 
Southeast Marine Mammal Stranding Network.
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Please join us for the fourth seminar in the  
2001-2002 series:

Bottlenose Dolphins:
North Carolina’s  

Local Marine Mammal
Dr. Ann Pabst

MAY 7, 2002 
UNCW Center for Marine Science Auditorium

Reception 6 P.M. / Seminar 7 P.M.

To reserve seats call: Center for Marine Science
910-962-2300

For directions or more information about CMS,  
please visit our website:

http://www.uncwil.edu/cmsr

Center for Marine Science
5600 Marvin K. Moss Lane

Wilmington, NC 28409
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Accommodations for disabilities may be requested by 
contacting CMS three days prior to the event.

Ann Pabst is an Associate Professor in the Department 
of Biological Sciences at the University of North 

Carolina at Wilmington.  She currently serves as a 
coordinator of the Marine 
Mammal Program at UNCW’s 
Center for Marine Science.  
Ann Pabst received her B.S. 
in Zoology in 1982 from 
the University of Maryland.  
She then worked at the 
Smithsonian Institution with 
the Marine Mammal Program 
at the National History 
Museum.  Her experiences 

there led her to Duke University, where she completed 
her Ph.D. in Zoology.  Pabst continued her study of the 
functional morphology of dolphins on her post-doctoral 
fellowship at the University of British Columbia.  

Dr. Pabst’s lab investigates the biology of marine 
mammals.  They are specifically interested in how 

the mammalian body is functionally adapted to the 
marine environment.  Their research has focused on 
musculoskeletal design and thermoregulatory function 
in cetaceans (whales, dolphins and porpoises).  They 
utilize stranded marine mammals in their research, and 
employ quantitative morphology techniques and new 
tools emerging from the field of biomechanics, to pose 
hypotheses about animal function.  They then test these 
hypotheses, using non-invasive research methods, with 
wild and captive marine mammals at many sites around 
the world. 

An important component of Ann Pabst’s research and 
her lab’s service to the State is its response to marine 

mammal strandings.  A stranding is the beaching of a live 
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