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 Center for Marine Science

presents

The Planet Ocean Seminar Series

The Planet Ocean Seminar Series is offered to the general public to provide an opportunity for the greater Wilmington
community to benefit directly from the topics of information available to the center in its study areas.

The Planet Ocean Seminar Series is free and open to the public.  However, due to limited seating,
reservations are required.  The seminar will be presented in the main auditorium at the UNCW
Center for Marine Science , which is located off of Masonboro Loop Road.  A reception will precede
the seminar at 6 p.m.  The seminar will begin promptly at 7 p.m. in the auditorium.  To make
reservations or for further information, please call: UNCW Center for Marine Science at (910) 962-2300.
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Please join us for the fourth seminar in the series:

Can We Reverse the Decline of
Florida Coral Reefs?

A 2-Step Attempt at Ecological Restoration

Alina M. Szmant, Ph.D.

NOVEMBER 7, 2001
UNCW Center for Marine Science

Auditorium
Reception 6 p.m / Seminar 7 p.m.

To reserve seats call: Center for Marine Science
910-962-2300

For directions or more information about CMS,
please visit our website:

http://www.uncwil.edu/cmsr
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Accommodations for disabilities may be requested by
contacting CMS three days prior to the event.

Alina M. Szmant, Ph.D.

Dr. Alina M. Szmant is a coral reef ecologist at the
University of North Carolina, in the Department

of Biological Sciences and Center for Marine Science.
She joined UNCW in the summer of 1999.  She came
to UNCW from the University of Miami’s Rosenstiel

School of Marine and
Atmospheric Science where
she had been since 1983.
Her areas of interest include
the reproduction, nutrition
and growth of reef corals, and
nutrient dynamics of coral
reef systems.  Much of her
earlier work was done in

Puerto Rico, while she was on the staff of the
University of Puerto Rico and the Puerto Rico Nuclear
Center, and later while she was on the faculty at Florida
State University.  In recent years, the focus of her
laboratory’s research has shifted towards the study of
the potential causes of coral reef decline, such as
nutrient and sedimentation stress, and to exploring
new methods of coral reef restoration based on her
earlier work on coral reproduction.  She is active in
conservation issues regarding coral reefs, particularly
with regard to the impact of over-fishing on coral reef
ecosystem health.

In addition to research, Dr. Szmant teaches an
undergraduate and graduate course in Coral Reef

Ecology, and a graduate course about the ecology and
analysis of nutrients.   She is a member of the Scientific
Technical Advisory Committee to the Water Quality
Plan for the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary,
and has participated in numerous regional, national and
international workshops organized to consider nutrients
and other environmental issues in coral reef systems.

Dr. Szmant obtained a B.S. in Biology with a minor
in Chemistry from the University of Puerto Rico,

Rio Piedras campus, in 1966, an M.S. in Marine
Biology from the
University of
California San Diego
(Scripps Institute of
Oceanography) in
1970, and a Ph.D. in
Biological
Oceanography from
the University of

Rhode Island in 1980.  In between degrees she worked
for Raytheon’s Environmental Services Laboratory in
Newport, RI.  She was a member of the first all-female
team to live and conduct scientific research in an
underwater habitat during the
Tektite II Program in 1970.


