
George Kieffer’s life with dolphins began in  
1983 while a student of marine biology at 

the University of North Carolina Wilmington.  
As an undergraduate, he spent his time at UNCW 

documenting the daily 
habits and association 
patterns of local bottlenose 
dolphin (Tursiops truncatus) 
populations.  Although he 
enjoyed the field work, 
he yearned to understand 
the mind of these animals 
through interaction rather 
than observation alone.  

In 1986, Kieffer became a dolphin trainer and has 
since worked in diverse settings, from aquariums 

to the open sea.  Along the way, he developed and 
nurtured genuine relationships with a host of marvelous 
individual dolphins and gained extraordinary insights 
into their “dolphinalities.”

His current position as Director of Dolphins and 
Programs for the Curaçao Dolphin Academy 

gives Kieffer the ability to integrate public service, 
education and research within the framework of a true 
dolphin cooperative. He oversees the development 

of interactive programs for visitors and trainers, 
the establishment of open water training protocols, 
and the maintenance of a marine mammal sightings 

program to document and assess 
marine mammal stocks of Curaçao.  
Kieffer is currently facilitating a 
Caribbean-wide research project to 
assess the geographic distribution 
of different lineages of the dolphin 
genus Tursiops in the Caribbean 
using morphological and molecular 
techniques.  

George A. Kieffer is the director of dolphins and 
programs at the Dolphin Academy, Curaçao 

Sea Aquarium, Netherlands Antilles, governing all 
personnel with regard to animal training policies, 
procedures and veterinary care for twelve bottlenose 
dolphins and developing and administering educational 
services, including publications, student programs and 
research opportunities. 
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UNCW Center for Marine Science Auditorium

Seminar 6:30 p.m. / Reception 7:30 p.m.

To reserve seats, call the  
Center for Marine Science at: 910-962-2301 

For directions or more information about CMS,  
please visit our Web site: www.uncw.edu/cmsr

Center for Marine Science
5600 Marvin K. Moss Lane 
Wilmington, NC 28409

600 copies of this public document were printed at a cost of $130.55 or $0.22 per copy (G.S. 143-170.1) • An EEO/AA Institution

Accommodations for disabilities may be requested by  
contacting CMS three days prior to the event.

Please join us for the second seminar in the 2007-08 Planet Ocean series:

P r i n t i n g  a n d  p o s t a g e  c o s t s  f o r  t h i s  m a i l i n g  w e r e  f u n d e d  b y  t h e  C M S  B l u e f i s h  S o c i e t y



Center for Marine Science 
601 S. College Road 
Wilmington, NC 28403-5928

Bluefish Society membership entitles 
you to preferred seating at Planet 
Ocean seminars and much more.  
Please join our "school" of Bluefish 
Society members and help us keep the 
outreach tradition at CMS afloat.  For 
details, call us at 910-962-2493.

The Planet Ocean Seminar Series
The Planet Ocean Seminar Series offers four lectures each academic year, featuring 
prominent speakers from our own faculty and other leading research institutions, from well-
known environmental organizations, and from government agencies.

The Planet Ocean Seminar Series is free and open to the public.  The seminar is held in the 
Hodder Hall of Mentors, the main auditorium at the UNCW Center for Marine Science, 5600 
Marvin K. Moss Lane.  The seminar will begin promptly at 6:30 pm.  A reception with light 
hors d’oeuvres will follow.  

Due to limited seating, reservations are required.  Advance registration for Bluefish Society 
members will end October 23.  The general public may begin registration on October 24.  
To make reservations or for further information, please call the UNCW Center for Marine 
Science at 910-962-2301.


