
Dr. Jon Copley is a Lecturer in Marine Ecology in the National Oceanography 
Centre at the University of Southampton, UK.  His research investigates the 

ecological patterns at deep-sea volcanic vents, where lush “islands” of marine 
life thrive on mineral-rich water erupting from the ocean floor.  Piecing together 
a global picture of life at deep-sea vents, which were first encountered thirty 
years ago, should shed light on patterns of life throughout the deep ocean, which 
constitutes our planet’s largest habitat.  And along the way, exploring the ocean 
depths yields surprises, from spin-off benefits for our everyday lives, to clues 
towards some of the big unanswered questions in science.

Copley’s fieldwork experience includes expeditions to volcanic 
vents in the Atlantic and NE Pacific, studying hydrocarbon seeps 

in the Gulf of Mexico, and investigating the seafloor earthquake zone 
that triggered the Indian Ocean tsunami of 2004.  He is currently 
involved in field programs exploring undersea volcanoes around 
Antarctica and in the Caribbean.

Copley earned a bachelor’s degree in zoology from the University of Sheffield, 
UK, and a master’s and Ph.D. in oceanography from the University of 

Southampton.  He received the British Association for the Advancement of 
Science’s Charles Lyell Award for Environmental Sciences in 2007 and the 
UK Biosciences Federation Science Communication Award for Established 
Researchers in 2008.  He is also co-founder of a company that provides training 
in science communication and media skills for researchers at universities and 
institutes in the UK and Europe, having been a reporter and news editor of the 
UK’s popular science magazine New Scientist.

“Islands” in the Abyss: 
Exploring Life at Volcanic Vents on the Ocean Floor

with Jonathan Copley, Ph.D. 
Lecturer in Marine Ecology, School of Ocean & Earth Science 

National Oceanography Centre, University of Southampton, UK

To reserve seats, call the  
Center for Marine Science  
at 910-962-2301. 
  
For directions or more  
information about CMS, visit  
our Web site:  
www.uncw.edu/cmsr

The Planet Ocean  
Seminar Series
 
The Planet Ocean Seminar 
Series offers four lectures 
each academic year, featuring 
prominent speakers from our own 
faculty and other leading research 
institutions, from well-known 
environmental organizations and 
from government agencies.

The Planet Ocean Seminar Series is 
free and open to the public.  The 
seminar is held in the Hodder Hall 
of Mentors, the main auditorium 
at the UNCW Center for Marine 
Science, 5600 Marvin K. Moss 
Lane.  The seminar will begin 
promptly at 6:30 p.m. Light 
hors d’oeuvres will follow.  

Due to limited seating, 
reservations are required.  
Advance registration for 
Bluefish Society members 
will end Oct. 27. The 
general public may begin 
registration on Oct. 28. 


