
Through her research, Amanda Southwood, assistant professor of biology 
and marine biology at the University of North Carolina Wilmington (UNCW), 

investigates how animals respond physiologically and behaviorally to changes in 
their environment.  From diving physiology to chemical ecology, her studies have 
lead her to specialize in the thermal biology of marine vertebrates, particularly 
sea turtles.

In her program, Southwood will be focusing on the diamondback terrapin 
(Malaclemys terrapin), which spans a geographic range that stretches along 

the East and Gulf coasts of the United States from Massachusetts to Texas. It is 
the only estuarine species of turtle, and generally inhabits the shallow brackish 
waters of coastal marshes and creeks. Populations have decreased throughout 
their range over the past couple of decades, and this reptile is currently listed as 
a “Species of Concern” in North Carolina. Recent evidence suggests that mortality 
due to bycatch in commercial and recreational blue crab fisheries may have a 
major impact on the structure and status of diamondback terrapin populations 
along the East Coast.

Southwood earned both her M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in zoology 
from the University of British Columbia in Vancouver, 

Canada after completing undergraduate work in marine 
biology at Auburn University.  She also performed research 
as  a post-doctoral fellow with the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Fisheries 
and The Joint Institute for Marine 
and Atmospheric Research at the 
University of Hawaii.

Diamonds in the Rough: 
Biology and Conservation of Diamondback Terrapins

with Amanda Southwood, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, UNCW Department of Biology and Marine Biology 

To reserve seats, call the  
Center for Marine Science  
at 910-962-2301. 
  
For directions or more  
information about CMS, visit  
our Web site:  
www.uncw.edu/cmsr

The Planet Ocean  
Seminar Series
 
The Planet Ocean Seminar 
Series offers four lectures 
each academic year, featuring 
prominent speakers from our own 
faculty and other leading research 
institutions, from well-known 
environmental organizations and 
from government agencies.

The Planet Ocean Seminar Series is 
free and open to the public.  The 
seminar is held in the Hodder Hall 
of Mentors, the main auditorium 
at the UNCW Center for Marine 
Science, 5600 Marvin K. Moss 
Lane.  The seminar will begin 
promptly at 6:30 p.m. Light 
hors d’oeuvres will follow.  

Due to limited seating, 
reservations are required.  
Advance registration for 
Bluefish Society members 
will end Aug. 25. The 
general public may begin 
registration on Aug. 26. 

Te
rr

ap
in

 p
ho

to
s 

by
 L

ei
gh

 A
nn

e 
H

ar
de

n.


