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The Planet Ocean Seminar Series
The Planet Ocean Seminar Series offers an opportunity for the greater Wilmington 
community to benefit directly from the topics of information available to the 
Center.

The Planet Ocean Seminar Series is free and open to the public.  The seminar is 
held in the main auditorium at the UNCW Center for Marine Science, 5600 Marvin 
K. Moss Lane.  The seminar will begin promptly at 6:30 pm.  A reception with light 
hors d’oeuvres to follow.  

Due to limited seating, reservations are required.  To make reservations or for 
further information, please call UNCW Center for Marine Science at (910) 962-2301.

Bluefish Society membership entitles 
you to preferred seating at Planet Ocean 
seminars and much more.  Please join 
our "school" of Bluefish Society members 
and help us keep the outreach tradition 
at CMS "afloat."  For details, call us at 
910-962-2493.



Charles Darwin theorized that the dry, 
moderate climate of the Galapagos Islands 

was attributable to low temperatures of the 
surrounding waters originating in the southern 
polar current.  Modern oceanographic 
studies have identified “the great southern 
Polar current” as the Humbolt Current 
and identified upwelling, the rise of deep 
water to the surface, as an additional 

reason for moderation in 
this equatorial region.  
Da rw in ’s  b i o l o g i c a l 
observations lead him 
to the study species 
and their development.  
Today, ocean monitoring 
in earth’s largest living 
space further advances 

the exploration of global biodiversity and 
man’s effects on the marine world.  

Dr. John M. Morrison joined the faculty 
of the Center for Marine Science at the 

University of North Carolina Wilmington after 
20 years with the Department of Marine, Earth 
and Atmospheric Science at North Carolina 
State University.  He earned a B.A. in physics 
from the College of the Holy Cross, and a 
M.S. and Ph.D. in physical oceanography 

from Texas A&M University, where he served 
as the Scientific Officer for the International 
Southern Ocean Studies.  He was also 
Program Director for 
the Ocean Dynamics and 
Physical Oceanography 
programs at the National 
Science Foundation for 
five years. 

Dr. Morrison has served 
on many national 

and international committees, including the 
President’s Ocean Exploration Panel in 2000 
which devised the United States strategy for 
global ocean exploration and studies.  

His current research activities include 
studies of the Oman Upwelling Zone 

in the Indian Ocean and participating in a 
multidisciplinary study of the northern Gulf 
of Mexico.  He is also a member of the UNCW 
Coastal Ocean Research and Monitoring 
Program, and does a good deal of work in the 
Galapagos Islands.

The Galapagos Marine Reserve:  Islands of Change 
with Dr. John Morrison

UNCW Professor of Physics and Physical Oceanography

The Galapagos Marine Reserve: 
Islands of Change 

with Dr. John Morrison

May 9, 2006 
UNCW Center for Marine Science Auditorium

Seminar 6:30 p.m. / Reception 7:30 p.m.

To reserve seats, call the  
Center for Marine Science at: 910-962-2301 

For directions or more information about CMS,  
please visit our website: www.uncw.edu/cmsr
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Accommodations for disabilities may be requested by  
contacting CMS three days prior to the event.
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Please join us for the fourth and fi nal seminar in the 2005-2006 Planet Ocean series:

P r i n t i n g  a n d  p o s t a g e  c o s t s  f o r  t h i s  m a i l i n g  w e r e  f u n d e d  b y  t h e  C M S  B l u e f i s h  S o c i e t y


