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The Planet Ocean Seminar Series

The Planet Ocean Seminar Series offers four lectures 
each academic year, featuring prominent speakers 
from our own faculty and other leading research 

institutions, from well-known environmental 
organizations and from government 

agencies.

The Planet Ocean Seminar Series 
is free and open to the public. 
The seminar is held in the 
Hodder Hall of Mentors, the 
main auditorium at the 
UNCW Center for Marine 
Science, 5600 Marvin K. Moss 
Lane. The seminar will begin 
promptly at 6:30 p.m. An 

optional tour of the MARBIONC 
facility and refreshments will 

immediately follow.  

Due to limited seating, reservations are 
required.  Advance registration for Bluefish 

Society members will end May 8. The general public 
may begin registration on May 9. To make 
reservations or for further information, please call 
the UNCW Center for Marine Science at 910-962-2301.

Bluefish Society membership entitles you to 
preferred seating at Planet Ocean seminars 
and much more.  Please join our school of 
Bluefish Society members and help us keep 
the outreach tradition at CMS afloat.  For 
details, call us at 910-962-2408.
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Jellyfish Blooms May Not Be Increasing Globally
with Robert H. Condon, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor, University of North Carolina Wilmington 

Concern about the deterioration of the world’s oceans is supported by the decline of key ecosystems, depleted fish stocks, 
increased hypoxia, eutrophication, ocean acidification, and perceived increases in jellyfish blooms. While most changes have 
undergone global assessments, the paradigm of long-term global jellyfish increases is currently based on 
myth and, until recently, has not been scientifically tested. Here, we analyze all available long-term 
trends in jellyfish abundances from the past three centuries to demonstrate that while some jellyfish 
populations have increased over time, there is no robust evidence for claims of a substantial global 
increase in jellyfish.  Rather, our analyses show jellyfish populations exhibit worldwide natural, 
decadal oscillations, including a rising phase during the 1990s that contributed to the current 

paradigm. Further analyses comparing long-term jellyfish indices with natural and human-derived 
environmental variables suggest ‘jelly cycles’ are driven by natural astronomical and solar 

cycles. Sustained monitoring effort is required over the next decade to elucidate whether 
anthropogenic stressors have caused a baseline shift in global jellyfish populations. A new open access database on 
global jellyfish abundances (the Jellyfish Database Initiative, JeDI) will be presented as well as a citizen science 
strategy for monitoring local jellyfish populations in North Carolina and surrounding waters. 

Dr. Condon earned his undergraduate degree from the University of Melbourne in Victoria, Australia, and his 
doctorate degree from the Virginia Institute of Marine Science (VIMS). He maintains active educational outreach 
programs, particularly at the early childhood and elementary school levels. In 2010, he hosted the first 
international jellyfish art contest in conjunction with the Jellyfish ROCK outreach event, and is co-editor of a 
popular book on jellyfish for adults and young children.  Recently, he has started the TEAMS program (Toward 
Elementary Advancement Module in Science) designed to teach young students the process of science and to 
involve them in scientific research along with developing and nurturing their interest in marine science.

Due to limited seating, 
reservations are required.  
Advance registration for 
Bluefish Society members 
will end May 8. The 
general public may begin 
registration on May 9.

To reserve seats, call the Center for 
Marine Science at 910-962-2301.
 
For driving directions and more 
information about CMS: 

www.uncw.edu/cms

Accommodations for disabilities may be requested by 
contacting CMS three days prior to the event.

Please join us for the fourth seminar in the 2013-14 Planet Ocean series:

Jellyfish Blooms May Not Be Increasing Globally
with Robert H. Condon, Ph.D.

May 20, 2014
UNCW Center for Marine Science Auditorium
Seminar 6:30 p.m. / Refreshments 7:30 p.m.

Limited seating!

Please call 910-962-2301 

for reservations.


