
Dr. Otis Brown is the founding Director of the NOAA Cooperative Institute for Climate 
and Satellites (NC) in Asheville, NC, associated with the National Climatic Data Center, 

which is hosted by NC State University. He is a tenured professor at the Rosenstiel School of 
Marine and Atmospheric Science, University of Miami and is also an adjunct professor at North 
Carolina State University and the University of Maryland.  

His research has focused on study of the mesoscale oceanic phenomena using ocean 
observations obtained from instruments aboard earth-orbiting satellites. His background 

includes a broad understanding of space-based remote sensing instrumentation and concepts 
of operation. Dr. Brown was a member of the MODIS Instrument 
Team for EOS TERRA and AQUA with responsibility for development, 
implementation and validation of global sea surface temperature 
mapping from space. He is a participant in the MEDEA activity where 
national observation capabilities were/are evaluated for use in 
environmental assessment. More recently his interests have included 
improvement of regional-scale climate prediction and resultant 
impacts, sustainable development in the Caribbean, implementation of 
low-cost, high frequency ship of opportunity observing strategies, and, 
strategies to address the science/policy interface and public outreach.

He has participated in research cruises throughout the world including the Atlantic and Indian 
Oceans and the Arabian Sea. He has received national recognition from organizations such as 

NASA, the American Association for the Advancement of Science, and the American Meteorological 
Society. He has served on many national and international science and policy advisory groups. As a 
professor at the Rosenstiel School Dr. Brown has mentored students, fellows and faculty and built 
one of the Nation’s leading programs in remote sensing.  

Dr. Brown received his B.S. in physics from North Carolina State University in 1962, his M.S. 
and Ph.D. in physics (radiative transfer) from the University of Miami in 1968 and 1973, 

respectively.  He has been on the staff at the Rosenstiel School since 1973 and was Dean from 
1995 through May 2009.

Climate Change: Where Are We Now?
with Otis B. Brown, Ph.D.

Director, Cooperative Institute for Climate and Satellites 
NC State University and NOAA’s National Climatic Data Center, Asheville, NC

To reserve seats, call the  
Center for Marine Science  
at 910-962-2301. 
  
For directions or more  
information about CMS, visit  
our Web site:  
www.uncw.edu/cmsr

The Planet Ocean  
Seminar Series
 
The Planet Ocean Seminar 
Series offers four lectures 
each academic year, featuring 
prominent speakers from our own 
faculty and other leading research 
institutions, from well-known 
environmental organizations and 
from government agencies.

The Planet Ocean Seminar Series is 
free and open to the public.  The 
seminar is held in the Hodder Hall 
of Mentors, the main auditorium 
at the UNCW Center for Marine 
Science, 5600 Marvin K. Moss 
Lane.  The seminar will begin 
promptly at 6:30 p.m. Light 
hors d’oeuvres will follow.  

Due to limited seating, 
reservations are required.  
Advance registration for 
Bluefish Society members 
will end Aug. 24. The 
general public may begin 
registration on Aug. 25. 


