
UNCW Center for Marine Science 
5600 Marvin K. Moss Lane 
Wilmington, NC 28409

presents

The Planet Ocean Seminar Series
The Planet Ocean Seminar Series is offered to the general public to provide an opportunity for the greater Wilmington community to benefit directly 
from the topics of information available to the Center in its study areas.

 
The Planet Ocean Seminar Series is free and open to the public.  However, due to limited seating, reservations are required.  
The seminar will be presented in the main auditorium at the UNCW Center for Marine Science , which is located off  
Masonboro Loop Road.   The seminar will begin promptly at 6:30 in the auditorium. A reception will follow the seminar at  
7:30. To make reservations or for further information, please call UNCW Center for Marine Science at (910) 962-2301.

Bluefish Society membership entitles you to preferred seating at Planet Ocean seminars and much more.  Please join our "school" 
of Bluefish Society members and help us keep the outreach tradition at CMS "afloat."  For details, call us at 910-962-2493.

Tuesday, November 16, 2004, 6:30 p.m.

Oysters - Not Just Food on the Half-Shell:
Ecological Importance and Restoration 
of a Key Coastal Ecosystem
with Dr. Martin H. Posey
Chair, UNCW Department of Biological Sciences

Don’t miss our next seminar on  

March 1, 2005!  Our distinguished guest 

speaker will be Dr. Richard Lutz of Rutgers 

University, science director for the newly 

released IMAX film, Volcanoes of the Deep Sea.



Oysters – Not Just Food on the Half-Shell:
Ecological Importance and Restoration of a Key Coastal Ecosystem

with Martin H. Posey, Ph.D.

Chair, UNCW Department of Biological Sciences

Please join us for the second seminar  
in the 2004-2005 Planet Ocean series:

Oysters - Not Just Food  

on the Half-Shell:
Ecological Importance and Restoration  

of a Key Coastal Ecosystem 
with Dr. Martin H. Posey

 
November 16, 2004 

UNCW Center for Marine Science  
Auditorium

Seminar 6:30 p.m. / Reception 7:30 p.m.

To reserve seats, call Center for Marine Science
910-962-2301 

For directions or more information about CMS,  
please visit our website: 

http://www.uncw.edu/cmsr

Center for Marine Science
5600 Marvin K. Moss Lane

Wilmington, NC 28409

000 copies of this public document were printed at a cost of $00.00 or 00.00 per copy (G.S. 143-170.1) • An EEO/AA Institution

Accommodations for disabilities may be requested by 
contacting CMS three days prior to the event.

It’s a dirty job, but somebody has to do 
it.  Dr. Martin Posey spends a fair amount 

of his time knee-deep in mud, working 
to restore and conserve vital oyster reefs.  
His interest goes beyond a fondness for 
Oysters Rockefeller or an appreciation for 
pearls.  “Oysters may have greater economic 
consequences than their value as a fishery,” 
he remarks.  In addition to providing 
biofiltration for our estuaries, oyster reefs 
serve as critical habitats for commercial and 

recreational fish, as well 
as numerous other plant 
and animal species.  
As part of a Sea Grant 
project, Dr. Posey 
and his students have 
constructed 24 artificial 
reefs in the area.  This 

important work is highlighted in the current 
issue of Coastwatch, a publication of North 
Carolina Sea Grant.  

M artin Posey has roots in the 
Chesapeake Bay area, where he first 

became interested in estuarine and marine 
ecology along the banks of the Nanjemoy 
River.  He completed his undergraduate 
degree at the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill, graduating with highest 
honors.  Following graduate studies at the 
University of Oregon, he returned to the 
Chesapeake Bay region in 1988 to work as 
a postdoctoral fellow at the Smithsonian 
Environmental Research Center.   Currently, 
Dr. Posey serves as chair of the UNCW 
Department of Biological Sciences.  He 
teaches general Ecology, Marine Ecology 
and graduate-level Ecology within the 
department.  Dr. Posey has been appointed 
to several state advisory 
boards reviewing 
fisheries and coastal 
habitat issues. 
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