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They won’t be able to patent the
discovery. But the leaders of UNCW’s
Center for Marine Science hope they
have found a way to produce a rare
and valuable specimen – the busi-
ness-savvy scientist.

Last month the center started a pro-
gram that school officials believe is
unique in the country, offering post-
doctoral fellows the chance to work
on cutting-edge research in marine
biotechnology while getting their
Master of Business Administration
at the university’s Cameron School
of Business.

“We’re hitting a unique niche of
people who want to be entrepreneurs
and who have a science back-
ground,” said Ron Sizemore, the
center’s associate director. “The ulti-
mate payoff will be when someone
goes out there and markets products
and sells them out of Wilmington.”

The university got the idea from
other programs that combine dispar-
ate disciplines, such as engineering
and biomedical science.

The program begins with four fel-
lows who were selected from 110 sci-
entists in more than 30 countries. One
of them, Michael DeTure, left a ca-
reer studying Alzheimer’s disease at
the Mayo Clinic in Jacksonville, Fla.,
to take the position.

A protein chemist, Dr. DeTure’s ini-
tial research will follow one of the
center’s most promising discoveries.
Earlier this year, center scientists
studying the algae behind red tide
fish kills announced they had found
an antitoxin 100 times more effective
against cystic fibrosis than any other
drugs.

Though they are pursuing patents
for the discovery, they still don’t
know exactly how it works, said Dan
Baden, director of the center. In
layman’s terms, the scientists found

a key that opened the door, but they
are unclear exactly how the lock
works or what other keys might open
it, Dr. Baden said.

That will be part of Dr. DeTure’s
research, he said.

But it’s not the newcomer’s only
concern. There’s also that business
degree. The fellows are enrolled in an
MBA program for working profes-
sionals that meets on two evenings a
week as well as one Saturday a month
at the University of North Carolina
Wilmington.

“There’s a lot of work,” Dr. DeTure
said while studying for a midterm in
microeconomics “They don’t just
give these MBAs away.”

Dr. DeTure said he was motivated
by the chance to try something dif-
ferent, a desire to learn the business
side of science, and an interest in
starting his own business or joining
a start-up.

“I don’t just want to be a piece of

the pie,” he said.
Dr. Baden said the idea is to break

the mold of scientists as excellent in
lab but clueless in the business that
comes from the work. Business
people have a different way of think-
ing, which he wants the fellows to
develop, looking for potential prod-
ucts as they do their research, he
said.

Julie Gauthier, who left Loyola Uni-
versity New Orleans, said she remains
committed to research, but she is also
interested in developing a business
to improve lives. With humans de-
pleting the natural supply of food in
oceans, aquaculture is increasingly
important.

She is looking to develop a quick
user-friendly test for Perkinsus
marinus, a parasite that starves oys-
ters to death, causing mass mortality
in Gulf and Atlantic coastal waters.

“I really want to do something that
is beneficial for the world,” she said.
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UNCW program sounds like a riddle
What do you get when you cross a scientist and an entrepreneur?
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