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“I get filthy,” says Brian rehder, Lead Senior 
Trainer in the Learning & Development 
group. This is not something you would 
expect to hear from a man with such a 
clean-cut appearance, but when it involves 
cars Brian is more than willing to get his 
hands dirty. 

Since October, he has spent nearly every Saturday lending his 

time to Wheels4hope, a faith-based nonprofit organization 

dedicated to helping low-income families and individuals get 

reliable, affordable vehicles. Wheels4hope repairs and rehabilitates 

donated vehicles and sells them at a highly discounted rate, 

usually $500, to folks who apply and are approved. 

Brian’s life experiences have provided him with a real reason to 

give back, and Wheels4hope was the perfect fit. he is no stranger 

to difficult life situations. “I lived in Wrightsville Beach when 

hurricane Fran struck in 1996.” Brian lost most of his belongings 

when the house he rented suffered severe water damage. “I certainly 

appreciate the restrictions of public transportation and what it takes 

to become independent from relying on friends,” he says. 

Brian says he inherited his mother’s mechanical inclination, a 

skill he discovered in his mom when it turned out she was the 

go-to parent for anything hands-on. Wheels4hope gives him a 

chance to cultivate these inherited skills. During a typical Saturday 

volunteer shift, he works on various projects such as brakes, 

solving electrical issues, fixing oil leaks, or changing filters. “Each 

car I work on gives me a new opportunity to learn,” Brian says. No 

matter how hectic the week, he says he can always look forward 

to Saturdays when he gets to apply his passion for cars while 

making a positive impact on peoples’ lives. 

Wheels4hope operates with impressive community involvement. 

car Quest is a significant corporate sponsor and provides most parts 

needed, while several independently-owned mechanic shops donate 

time for major services such as welding and exhaust repair. Through 

these organized efforts, and the help of volunteers like Brian, 

Wheels4hope works with folks who are going through a significant 

transition in life and are receiving support services through a partner 

agency that prepare them to become self-sufficient. To date, the 

program has rehabilitated and passed on more than 1,000 vehicles. 

additionally, through the Wheels4hope apprentice program, the 

organization provides an opportunity for volunteers to learn a 

new trade – and one volunteer is doing just that. a gentleman 

overcoming life difficulties is donating his time to help other folks 

in need, while also working to learn valuable and practical skills. 

“It’s a really important part of his life to be there every Saturday,” 

Brian says. The apprentice will eventually be able to take the skills 

he learns working with the other volunteers and begin a new 

career. 

If you are interested in volunteering your time or even donating 

a car, you can contact Brian in L&D for more information or visit 

the Wheels4hope website at www.wheels4hope.org. /Article and 
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