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Schedule
8:30am-9:00am EB 162 and Atrium

Registration

9:00am-9:30am EB 162

Welcome

9:45am-10:45am EB 162 EB 130 (Ed Lab) EB 226 EB 126 (CMC)

Breakout Session I The Autonomous 

Learner Model 

for the Gifted and 

Talented

Dr. George Betts

Making Gifted 

Ed. Happen in 

Makerspace

Dave Marriott

AIG Academies

Christy Howe

Learn to Create 

a Custom 

Makerspace 

Design Zone 

with Enhanced 

Upcycling

Kathryn Batten
11:00am-12:00pm EB 162 EB 130 (Ed Lab) EB 226 EB 126 (CMC)

Breakout Session II Fighting Fake 

News! Tools 

and Tactics for 

Becoming a SUPER 

Critical Thinker in a 

Digital Age

Dr. Brian Housand

Making Gifted 

Ed. Happen in 

Makerspace

Dave Marriott

Give Them the 

Tools, Then 

Get Out of the 

Way: Exploring 

Student Choice

Katie Anderson

Learn to Create 

a Custom 

Makerspace 

Design Zone 

with Enhanced 

Upcycling

Kathryn Batten
12:15pm-1:30pm EB 130 (Ed Lab) EB 162

Lunch Informal Conversations Questioning Your Way to Inquiry-Based 

Learning

Brian Brinkley
1:45pm-3:30pm EB 162

Keynote Address

Dr. George Betts

Keynote

Serving the Whole Gifted Child

Dr. George Betts
What is most important? The cognitive domain or the affective and physical domains 
of the whole gifted child? The answer: All three domains. In this keynote you will learn 
about the emotional, social, cognitive, and physical domains that are the basis of the 
whole gifted child. Strategies for increasing the effectiveness of the development within 
these domains of the gifted child will be included so that educators may begin tomorrow 
by meeting the diversifi ed needs of their children in different settings.
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Session Descriptions
The Autonomous Learner Model for the Gifted and Talented

Dr. George Betts
Passion learning through the lens of the Autonomous Learner Model (ALM)  is a sure-fi re way to engage our 
most critical stakeholders, the learners. The ALM puts the learner at the center of their learning, providing 
them the opportunity to experience the emotional, social, cognitive and physical domains. Through the 
fi ve dimensions of the ALM, session participants will be introduced to a number of practical strategies for 
facilitating the process of becoming lifelong learners and will leave with activities to use with the learners.

Making Gifted Ed. Happen in Makerspace

Dave Marriott
Makerspaces are fi nally transitioning from private sector to schools all across the country! With these 
innovative spaces you can engage students in science, arts, design thinking, hacking, and so much more. A 
Makerspace is particularly suited to gifted education because it is a place where education can truly become 
individualized! In this session we will explore how Stateside has used their Makerspace to expand their AIG 
program and how Makerspace has allowed students not traditionally identifi ed as gifted to truly shine. 

AIG Academies

Christy Howe
Innovative instruction and programming can make school an inspiring and empowering place to learn for 
our gifted students! In this session, participants will learn about Academies, an enrichment opportunity 
designed to expand the scope of the traditional curriculum, identify and develop diverse talents, spark 
student interest and motivation, and improve student attitudes towards school. Participants will learn why 
and how to implement Academies, see specifi c examples of Academies in action, and walk away with 
original materials to help them initiate enrichment clusters at their own site.

Learn to Create a Custom Makerspace Design Zone with Enhanced Upcycling

Kathryn N. Batten
During this hands-on session, participants will get their feet wet as they explore a variety of tools, activities, 
and options utilized in learning zones. Additionally, attendees will learn about the multiple benefi ts of 
intentional upcycling while creating enhanced lessons in their makerspaces.

Fighting Fake News! Tools and Tactics for Becoming a SUPER Critical Thinker in a 

Digital Age

Dr. Brian Housand
In 2006, we fi rst learned that even the brightest students were easily fooled by internet hoaxes like the 
Pacifi c Northwest Tree Octopus. While we tried to laugh this as the folly of misguided youth, a decade 
later we witnessed the rise of fake news and its impact on the “post-truth” world of 2016. To fi ght for truth, 
justice, and yes, even the American way, this session presents a collection of superhero themed critical 
thinking activities designed to empower you and your students to conquer the evils of fake news.

Give Them the Tools, Then Get Out of the Way: Exploring Student Choice

Katie Anderson
In this fun, fast-paced session, learn to expand your understanding of what it means to offer students 
choice. Most of us think we’re doing it and most of us are, to some degree, but what happens when 
we give students the tools they need to examine an idea and then get out of their way? We’ll start small 
with easy ways to incorporate student choice and allow for learning preferences – stuff you can use right 
away – before building into bigger conceptual ideas that can boost your instruction and your students’ 
engagement beyond what you thought was possible.
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Building Map

Special Thank You To:

For more information about the Master of Education with Specialization in 

Academically or Intellectually Gifted program, please visit our website at

www.uncw.edu/ed/aig

UNCW Watson College of Education 
Professional Development 

System Partnership


