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Welcome to the Southeastern North Carolina Dropout Prevention Newsletter. We will be 
highlighting dropout prevention activities and accomplishments in the region. So please send us 
your stories, highlights, accomplishments and upcoming events. Additionally, we will give you 
some notice to local and national events, resources, funding and research.  
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3:00 - 4:30p. Room 387 
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Local Events Update 
North Carolina Education Summit 
Howard N. Lee Institute 
September 24 - 26 
Sheraton Four Seasons, Greensboro 
Several of the Dropout Prevention Coalition 
Members are presenting.  
https://onece.ncsu.edu/search/publicCourseSearc
hDetails.do?method=load&courseId=182827   
 
DPI INSTRUCTIONAL UPDATE  
Thursday, October 25, 2012  
UNCW Education Building, Room 162  
9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.  
Educator Effectiveness: Curriculum implementation, 
and Other initiatives  
Presented by:  
Robin Loflin Smith, Ed.D.  
Professional Development Lead Southeast Region  
Mary Keel & Tara Patterson  
Professional Development Leads for Region 2  
For additional information, contact Deloris Rhodes 
at rhodesd@uncw.edu or Ext. 2-7256. 

 

Save the Date! 
We are cosponsoring the  

National At-Risk Youth Forum 
February 17 – 20, 2013 

Myrtle Beach 
 

Save the Date!  A Dropout Prevention 
Symposium will be held on December 5 at 

UNCW.  The purpose of the Symposium is to 
showcase regional success stories and provide a 
networking opportunity for Coalition members!  
The event will be held on Wednesday, December 
5, at UNCW Watson College of Education Room 
162 from 1:00 to 4:00 pm.  The event is free of 
charge and all are welcome!  To register, please 
contact Deloris Rhodes Rhodesd@uncw.edu or 
John Shannon John.Shannon@onslow.k12.nc.us. 

Become a presenter!  The Dropout Prevention 
Symposium provides a wonderful opportunity to 
share successful programs from your community 
that are helping raise graduation rates!  School 
districts, community organizations, businesses 
and government agencies are invited to present at 
the Symposium.  Many of you have had 
wonderful successes this year and we would love 
to hear about them!  Submit your title and 25-
word proposal to Deloris Rhodes 
Rhodesd@uncw.edu or John Shannon 
John.Shannon@onslow.k12.nc.us by October 31 

to reserve your slot. 
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Graduation rates in the state and in Southeastern 
North Carolina reached an all-time high this year, 
according to data released August 2 by the N.C. 
Department of Public Instruction. In the 2012 
school year, 80.2 percent of students who started 
ninth grade in 2008-2009 completed high school in 
four years or less, according to a press release from 
DPI. This year is the first time that number has 
ever exceeded 80 percent, the release said. 

That number was topped by school districts in the 
region. Schools in New Hanover, Brunswick and 
Pender counties all posted record numbers, 
according to the data. Pender County led with 86.6 
percent of its students graduating in four years or 
less, followed closely by Onslow County at 86.5 
percent. Brunswick County posted an 83.8 percent 
graduation rate, and New Hanover County came 
in at 80.4 percent. According to research by the 
Dropout Prevention Coalition, Columbus County 
showed the highest growth in our region moving 
from 69.3 percent in 2011 to 81.2 percent in 2012 
for its four year cohort graduation rate. 

Each district has shown continuous improvement 
the past three years. The state also released for the 
first time the five-year graduation rate of schools 
in the state. To see numbers for both four- and 
five-year graduation rates, go to 
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/accountability/
reporting/cohortgrad 
Full article: 
http://www.starnewsonline.com/article/2012080

2/ARTICLES/120809927 Continued on page 3 
 

 
 

We were in the News!  
News 14 Carolina July 13, 2012 

Students in Wilmington Housing 

Authorities' YouthBuild program either did not finish 

high school or are having a hard time finding employment. 

On Friday, they were recognized for completing the 

program at UNC-Wilmington. Many of them faced more 

than just academic struggles along the way. 

Timothy McMillon stood among his classmates, smiling in 

graduation attire. However two months ago, McMillon 

was wearing a different type of gown."I was stabbed 27 

times, set on fire and put in the hospital," said McMillon. 

The incident happened on Mother's Day this year and 

landed McMillon in a coma for three days. His story is one 

of struggle and beating the odds. Yet it is one of many 

among the students who graduated from 

the YouthBuild program at UNCW. 

 

UNC-Wilmington's Dropout Prevention Coalition 

worked with the housing authority to provide mentoring 

and training for students who dropped out of high school 

or need help getting back on track. "If they need to get a 

high school diploma they either go for that or they go for 

their GED. If they already have that, they gain job skills," 

said Janna Robertson with the coalition. 

Twenty-two students participated in the completion 

ceremony Friday. Now, some will go onto internships. 

Others already have jobs lined up. Meanwhile, McMillon 

said making the decision to continue with the program 

after his near death experience wasn't an easy one, but he 

knows it was the right choice. 

http://coastal.news14.com/content/660765/students-
graduate-from-youthbuild-program-for-a-new-path-in-life 

 

 New Hanover County Schools  

WHAT’S NEXT IN YOUR LIFE?  

2012-2013 TRANSITION FAIR 

October 30, 2012                Dale K. Spencer Building     
 Wilmington, NC                            1802 S. 15th Street  
 
Students and parents will be exposed to the 
employment, educational, and community 
services opportunities available in the greater 
Wilmington area. 
 For more information, contact Special Education 
& Related Services at 254-4445 

 Communities in Schools of Cape Fear:  

4th Annual Trick or Treat Trot 

USATF certified 5k, 10k, and fun run to take place on 
October 27, 2012.  Participants are encouraged to 
attend in costume.  Early registration is available and 
costs $35 for certified course or $10 fun run.  Day-of 
registration starts at 8:00 at the Harrelson Center, 20 
N. 4th St and costs $40 for certified course, $20 for fun 
run.  Fees include t-shirt (first 150 registrants), 
refreshments, awards for top overall and age group 
finishers and for best costume.  
Full information 
at:  http://www.ciscapefear.org/index/c/4th-annual-trick-or-

treat-trot/ 

 

Local Events from our Member Organizations 

Regional Success Stories 
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Dropout Prevention Information 

National Policy 
Updates 

 

 

 

Regional Success Stories 
    Blacks top Brunswick grad rate list 

Black students have graduated at a consistently higher rate 

than all other races in Brunswick County in the past four years. 

The county also has greater success in getting black students 

out the door with a diploma in hand than other regional 

counties and the state as a whole. 

http://www.starnewsonline.com/article/20120814/ARTICLES/

120819857 

Editorial - Area counties see progress on 

keeping students in school 

http://www.starnewsonline.com/article/20120819/ARTICLES/

120819693 

 Regional Resources 
 Check out our Website! 

http://uncw.edu/ed/Dropout/   

 Local STEM Resources! 
http://uncw.edu/ed/stem/ 

 More STEM assistance  
      http://www.uncw.edu/cestem/ 

 
 

 Zero Tolerance: A Pathway 
from School to Prison? A 
critical examination of how 
such policies are applied and 
what happens to the young 
people who all too often find 
themselves victimized by 
them. "In essence, we are 
witnessing students who 
misbehave in school, doing 
things that are not a threat to 
public safety, being arrested 
and punished in the same 
way as those students who 
constitute actual safety 
threats." (The Boys Initiative)  
 
Maryland Board of 
Education moves to end zero 
tolerance. The Maryland 
State Board of Education 
voted to give preliminary 
approval to changes to the 
state's discipline policy that 
will replace zero-tolerance 
consequences with a 
rehabilitative approach to 
discipline. It will make 
suspensions and expulsions 
last-resort disciplinary 
measures and require the 
state education department 
to track data to find and 
eliminate punishment 
disparities affecting students 
who are minorities or in 
special education. (ASCD 
SmartBrief)  

 

Annual Study Finds Child Education, Health 
Improving. According to the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation's2012 Kids Count Data Book, children's 
health and education are showing positive signs even 
in the midst of a dismal economic environment.  

High School Dropout Potential Could Be Determined 
in Middle School. A report by PBS's Frontline examines 
the work of Johns Hopkins researcher Robert Balfanz, 
who suggests there is a key period in middle school 
that determines whether a student will eventually drop 
out. According to this report, if a sixth grader in a high 
poverty school attends school less than 80% of the time, 
fails math or English, or receives an unsatisfactory 
behavior grade, there is a 75% chance he or she will 
drop out of high school. (Education Commission of the 
States)  
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Local Events Update Continued 

Gifted Information Sessions & Advocacy 
(GISA) 2012-13 

"The Future: Anticipating, Planning and 
Preparing"! 

 
We're in the 3rd year of partnership 
between the UNCW WCE's AIG Program 
and Roland-Grise Middle School (NHCS) 
 
Our 3rd annual series of informational 
sessions for parents and caregivers will 
again focus on the characteristics, needs, 
support strategies and enrichment 
opportunities for gifted learners. This 
year, four sessions will be offered, two in 
the fall and two in the spring.  
 
The first session, featuring Dr. Rick 
Courtright from Duke TIP, will be held in 
the Roland-Grise auditorium, September 
27th, 6-7:30 pm. The following three 
sessions will be held in the Roland-Grise 
library from 6:00-7:30 pm.  
 

UNCW WATSON COLLEGE OF EDUCATION PUBLIC SPEAKER SERIES 
 

Monday, October 29:            Ron Clark, co-founder of the Ron Clark Academy in Atlanta.  Because of his 
schedule, his presentation will begin at 8:30 p.m. in Lumina Theater.  There 
will be a book signing as well. 

 
Wednesday, January 30:     Sonia Nieto, professor emerita at the University of Massachusetts and author 

of numerous publications.  Her public lecture will begin at 5:30 p.m. in 
Lumina Theater.  There will be a book signing.   

Tuesday, October 30, 2012 UNCW   

Brown Bag Series 
Education Building Room 162  
Free event: Homework from the 
Parents’ Perspective: A Study to 
Inform Teachers of the Multiple 
Effects of Homework by Dr. Kathy 
Fox 
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Additional Upcoming Events . . . 

 There is discussion about an upcoming Education Alliance Summit.  

 We were asked to co-sponsor the Leadercast event again next year in May, 2013.  

 We will be requesting new mentors to work with the Youthbuild program. 

 

 P. Buckley Moss Foundation: Grants for Incorporation of the Arts – Sept. 30 

 Captain Planet Foundation Environmental Grant – Sept. 30 

 Kids In Need Teacher Grants – Sept. 30 

 Gladys Marinelli Coccia Award – Sept. 30 

 Major League Baseball & Baseball Players Association's Baseball Tomorrow Fund – Oct. 1 

 NCTM: Using Mathematics to Teach Music – Nov. 9 

 Lowe's: Toolbox for Education – Oct. 12 

 UnitedHealth HEROES Service-Learning Grants – Sept. 4 – Oct. 15 submission dates 

 LEGO: Children's Fund Grants –Oct. 15 

 Wild Ones:  Lorrie Otto Seeds for Education Grant Program – Oct. 15 

 Parent-Child Education Program Grants– Oct. 15 

 Verizon Foundation – through Oct. 16 

 Air Force Association: Educator Grant Program – Oct. 17 

 AGI: Earth Science is a Big Job – Oct. 19 

 Scholastic Lexus Environmental Challenge – last week of October 

 CVS/Caremark: Community Grants – Oct. 31 

 Mickelson/ExxonMobil: 2013 Teachers Academy Oct. 31 

 American Honda Foundation Grants – Nov 1 

 Nestle Very Best in Youth Program – Nov. 8 

 Vernier/NSTA: Technology Awards – Nov. 30 

 Humane Society of the United States: Education Mini-grant – Nov. 30 

 NSTA: Distinguished Fellow Award – Nov. 30 

 "Angela" Award – Nov. 30 

 Delta Educ/Frey-Neo/CPO Sci. Educ Awards for Inquiry-based Science Teaching – Nov. 30 

 Distinguished Informal Science Education Award – Nov. 30 

 Distinguished Service to Science Education Awards – Nov. 30 

 Distinguished Teaching Awards – Nov. 30 

 Faraday Science Communicator Award – Nov. 30 

 Maitland P. Simmons Memorial Award for New Teachers – Nov. 30 

 Ron Mardigian Memorial Biotechnology Explorer Award – Nov. 30 

 NSTA Legacy Award – Nov. 30 

 PASCO STEM Educator Awards – Nov. 30 

 Sylvia Shugrue Award for Elementary School Teachers – Nov. 30 

 Wendell G. Mohling Outstanding Aerospace Educator Award – Nov. 30 

 Character Education Partnership: National Schools of Character Awards – Dec. 3 

 AMA/Hesselbein Institute: AMA Scholarship – Dec. 15 

 General Juvenile Justice Improvement Grants – Dec. 31 

 Libri Foundation: Books for Children – Jan. 23, 2013 

 Government grants can be found at UCLA Center's Mental Health in Schools site. 

Note: Please send any items you would like to see in upcoming newsletters to Dr. 
Janna Robertson at robertsonj@uncw.edu We want to share your news!  Please 
send it as soon as you can get it to us! 

More grant 
information at: 
http://www.dropout
prevention.org/grant-
resources/funding-
sources/by-date 
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