
             

             

             

             

             

              

  Welcome to the Southeastern North Carolina Dropout 

Prevention Newsletter. We highlight dropout prevention 

activities and accomplishments in the region, as well as local 

and national events, resources, funding and research. Please 

send us your stories, highlights, accomplishments and 

upcoming events.  

 

Local Events Update 
Please Join Us! 

Career and Technical Education Forum  

Feb. 27, 4 - 6 p.m.  
 

A free public forum on career and technical education (CTE) will 

be held Feb. 27 at the Watson College. It will feature CTE 

programs in New Hanover, Brunswick, Pender, Onslow and other 

counties and a discussion on the future of CTE at high schools in 

the region.  

 

Educators across the nation are rethinking college and career 

readiness and placing a renewed focus on career and technical 

education to provide students with the academic and technical 

knowledge and work related skills necessary to be successful in 

postsecondary education, training and employment. 

 

The forum will focus on two key questions: Where are we now 

with CTE programs and where are we going? Six panel members, 

including representatives from New Hanover, Brunswick, Pender 

and Onslow counties will talk about CTE programs offered in 

their schools and share their districts’ vision for reshaping or 

growing CTE programs in the future. Attendees will have an 

opportunity to ask questions of panelists and network with others 

in the field.  

 

Amanda Lee will kick off the forum. She is vice president of 

instruction at Cape Fear Community College, where she oversees 

the technical and vocational education programs. She previously 

taught at UNCW and Nash Community College, Rocky Mount.  

 

The forum is designed for school leaders, CTE directors, guidance 

counselors and other interested parties. For more information 

contact Deloris Rhodes or Janna Robertson.  Click HERE to 

register online.  

 

Watson College Public Speaker Series 

Internationally Acclaimed Educator 
Michael W. Apple  
 

“Is this Really Democratic? Understanding and 

Challenging Misguided Reforms in Education” 

 

Monday, March 17, 5 - 6:30 p.m. 

UNCW Lumina Theater 

 
A professor of educational policy since the early 1970s, 

Apple is one of the world’s leading authorities on the limits 

and possibilities of educational reform. He is the John 

Bascom Professor of Curriculum and Instruction and 

Educational Policy Studies at the University of Wisconsin, 

Madison and serves as a professor at the University of 

London and the University of Manchester in England. His 

books on the politics of education, the dangers of many 

current reforms in education and the need to create more 

democratic schools have received numerous awards and 

have been translated into multiple languages. He works 

with educators, communities, governments and social 

movements throughout the world in building more 

responsive policies and practices in curriculum, teaching 

and evaluation. Apple’s most recent books are Can 

Education Change Society? and Knowledge, Power, and 

Education. 

A reception in Apple’s honor will be at 4 p.m. in the Fisher 

Student Center and the main event will begin at 5 p.m. 

UNCW’s Lumina Theater. 

Advisory Board Meeting  
May 6, 2014 

3 - 4:30 p.m. Room 337  

UNCW Watson School of Education  
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Several of us are presenting and will be there throughout the FORUM. The Dropout Prevention Coalition is a co-

sponsor so we receive a discount!  UNCW registrants will receive a discounted registration of $220 ($100 will be 

taken off the individual fee and $25 off the presenter fee).  There is also a one-day registration fee of $100 for 

individuals who would like to attend for just one day. Myrtle Beach Conference Registration 

Myrtle Beach Conference Discount Codes: 
 All UNCW individuals who wish to attend the full FORUM should choose individual registration as their 

“registration type” in the drop down menu on the registration invitee information page.  They'll choose the 

individual registration fee of $320.  On the final “payment page” they'll need to enter UNCW14 in the 

discount code box and click apply in order to receive the discounted rate of $220. 

 All individuals presenting at the FORUM should choose presenter as their “registration type” and choose 

the presenter fee of $250. On the final payment page they'll apply UNCWP14 as their discount code in 

order to receive the discount rate of $225. 

 Anyone choosing to register for the one-day should choose one-day as their “registration type” and choose 

one-day fee of $185 (for either Monday or Tuesday).  On the final payment page they should 

apply UNCWD14 as their discount code in order to receive the discount rate of $100. 

 
 

26th Annual At-Risk Youth National FORUM 
Feb. 16-20 

"Providing Hope and Support In and Beyond the Classroom" 

Embassy Suites at Kingston Plantation, Myrtle Beach, S.C. 

You are invited to attend the 26th Annual At-Risk Youth National FORUM, “Providing Hope and Support in and 
Beyond the Classroom,” Sunday, Feb. 16, through Wednesday, Feb. 19 at the Kingston Plantation in Myrtle Beach. 

This year's FORUM is designed to enhance the leadership skills of all adults who are seeking to strengthen 
interventions among school, community, and families, especially to assist those in at-risk situations. 

During the FORUM, innovative, skilled presenters who have excellent ideas, proven programs and evidence-based 
research will share in the areas of (1) science, technology, engineering, arts and math, (2) juvenile justice and law 
enforcement, (3) educational alternatives, (4) connections and engagement, (5) interacting with specific populations, 
(6) leadership, policy and governance, and (7) future teachers in action.  

 

https://www.cvent.com/events/26th-annual-at-risk-youth-national-forum-registration/registration-f0fc57d8d1ce48f1a4d57ddc75ae5b57.aspx
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National News 
Early College High School Research finds that 
early college students were more likely to graduate 
from high school and go to college than 
comparison students. MORE 
 
Teaching the Whole Child: 
Instructional Practices that support  
Social-Emotional Learning in three  
Teacher Evaluation Frameworks MORE  
 
Alliances Help Educators Access, Analyze 

Dropout Data MORE 

  
Succeeding in the City: A Report from the New 
York Black and Latino Male High School 

Achievement Study MORE  
 
New ED.gov guidelines on School Climate and 
Discipline MORE 
 

Regional Resources 
 Check out our website!  

 Local STEM Resources! 

 More STEM assistance  

 Watson College of Education Chronicle  

 WCE website  

       

 

 

 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
UNCW Presentations 

 
March 27 — Lisa Buchanan, Social 

Studies Curriculum/Issues EDN 334, 

collaborates with Ruth Chambers, 

former participant with SNCC-Student 

Non-Violent Coordinating Committee 

(Snick) which emerged from the 

student sit-ins that erupted on Feb. 1, 

1960 in Greensboro, N.C. — 50 years 

later! — EB387 11 a.m.-noon  

 

April 22 — Current Issues in Teaching–

MAT Class with Lisa Buchanan and 

other colleagues, NEA Representatives 

and former New Hanover County 

School Board Members, Elizabeth 

Redenbaugh and Nick Rhodes —Room 

162 5-6 p.m.  

 

 

 
The UNCW Office of Centro Hispano & the Office of Teacher Education and Outreach Watson College of Education present 

 

Paul Cuadros: Race and Poverty Demographic Changes and Its Effect on Education 

Thursday, April 24 6 p.m. 
 

Watson College of Education, Room 162 
Reception 7 p.m. in the Watson College of Education Atrium 

 
This event is free to all students, faculty, staff, and community members. 

 
Paul Cuadros is an associate professor in the School of Journalism and Mass Communication at the University of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill.  
 
He is an award-winning investigative reporter and author whose work has appeared in The New York Times, The Huffington Post, 
Time Magazine, Salon.com, The Chicago Reporte, and other national and local publications.  

 
In 1999, Cuadros foresaw the impact of Latino migration on the interior portion of the United States and won a fellowship with the 
Alicia Patterson Foundation, sponsored by New York Newsday, to report on emerging Latino communities in rural poultry-
processing towns in the South. The culmination of his reporting was his book, A Home on the Field, How One Championship Team 
Inspires Hope for the Revival of Small Town America, (Harpers Collins), which tells the story of Siler City, N.C., as it copes and 
struggles with Latino immigration through the lives of a predominantly Latino high school soccer team.  
 
RSVP to picazon@uncw.edu or Rhodesd@uncw.edu  or call 910.962.7256 or further information   

 

http://www.air.org/reports-products/index.cfm?fa=viewContent&content_id=2640
http://www.gtlcenter.org/sites/default/files/TeachingtheWholeChild.pdf
http://www.wested.org/wp-content/files_mf/1379446500201308_relw_digest_final.pdf
http://www.gse.upenn.edu/equity/sites/gse.upenn.edu.equity/files/publications/Harper_and_Associates_2014.pdf
http://www.gse.upenn.edu/equity/sites/gse.upenn.edu.equity/files/publications/Harper_and_Associates_2014.pdf
http://uncw.edu/ed/Dropout/
http://uncw.edu/ed/stem/
http://www.uncw.edu/cestem/
http://issuu.com/wseconnections/docs/watsonchronicle0913
http://uncw.edu/ed/
mailto:picazon@uncw.edu
mailto:Rhodesd@uncw.edu
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Meet the Non-profits! 
 

Jan. 29 —Thomas Dixon, Teaching 

Health and Physical Education EDN 

349, collaborates with the Project Heal, 

North Carolina Cooperative Extension-

Healthy Living-Elementary Students — 

Noon-1 p.m. Rm. EB 214  

 

Feb. 10 — Jale Aldemir, Play and 

Creative Arts EDN 280, in collaboration 

with Dreams of Wilmington, creative 

development and fine Arts — 3:30-

4:30 p.m. Rm. EB 214  

 

Feb. 11 — Candace Thompson, 

Teacher, School and Society EDN 200, 

Interfaith and Refugees Center of 

Wilmington — 10-11 a.m. Rm. EB306  

 

Feb. 18 — Candace Thompson, 

Teacher, School and Society EDN 200, 

The Miracle League of Wilmington, 

working with students with disabilities 

—  1-2 p.m.Rm. EB206  

 

March 11 — Brian Brinkley, 

Educational Lab students and parents 

collaborate with the Full Belly Project of 

Wilmington, “The Peanut Machine” — 

3:30- 4:15 p.m. Atrium First Floor  

 

March 12 — Quality Enhancement for 

Nonprofit Organization (QENO) with 

Natasha Davis, UNCW director-Special 

Education focus—Cognitive, Emotional 

and Physical Challenges — Watson 

College of Education 

 

April 23 — Crystalyn Schnorr, Meeting 

the Needs of Special Education in 

Elementary EDN319, collaborates with 

Erika Merriman, special education 

professional and creator of Oasis NC, 

serving Students with  Autism — 9-10 

a.m. Rm. EB214  
 

Wilmington Ten Foundation 
Launches 

S.I.N.E. Project 
Students In Need of Essentials 

Please help us provide essential items for middle school students 

Primary needs: 
uniform shirts (solid polos, button down shirts, turtleneck---navy (dark) blue, yellow, white 

or black---logos not larger than 3x3 inches 

hoodies and jackets (solid lightweight jackets, zipped sweatshirts in solid colors above) 

socks 
hygiene items 

 

To donate items or to make a contribution, please contact Karen Clay 

Beatty at  kbeatty09@att.net or 910.233.3958 
Mission: The WTFSJ was founded on the belief in the dignity of all people, and supports human rights, self - worth, 

democracy, and freedom. 

******** The Wilmington Ten Foundation for Social Justice is a 501c3 nonprofit organization ******** 

All monetary donations are tax deductible 

Visit our website at: www.wilmtenfoundation.org 
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More National News 
Sandy Hook One Year on, the Nation Struggles with the Stigma of Mental Illness 
It has been almost one year since Adam Lanza massacred 20 first-grade students and six teachers and staff at Sandy 

Hook Elementary School. While local officials are preoccupied with wiping any physical trace of the school off the face 

of the earth, it's the memory and the enormity of what occurred there, that has become a touchstone for all manner of 

public policy reform across the state and the nation. Read Full Story  

Listen to Me: Youth Share What They Want From After School Programs in New Report  
Respecting youth participants as artists and giving them the chance to perform publicly are both elements that youth 

value in arts programs when choosing how to spend their limited free time, according to a new report released by the 

Wallace Foundation. Read Full Story  

Are the Hurdles Too High? To be Young, Male and Homeless in America 
Nationally, the number of homeless youth has seen a steep increase in recent months. A study released by the U.S. 

Department of Education revealed that a record number – more than 1.1 million minors – experience homelessness in 

the U.S., marking a 10 percent increase from the previous school year. Read Full Story 

Dropout Prevention Strategy: Be Less Boring 
Hundreds of educators and youth service workers gathered in Atlanta this month to work on ways to keep kids in 

school. One problem is that students see some of their programs as useless. Read Full Story  

Can’t find skilled workers? Start an Apprentice Program!  

MORE 

Asset Building can help a community!  

MORE  

Peer Group Connection Recognized as Model Program 
by National Dropout Prevention Center 

 

Peer Group Connection (PGC) has been recognized by the National Dropout Prevention Center 
(NDPC) as a Model Program for dropout prevention. PGC is the Center for Supportive Schools' 
seminal peer leadership program and is designed to support and ease students' transition from 
middle to high school. Read NDPC's description of PGC. 
  
PGC received a rating of Strong Evidence of Effectiveness, the highest rating of effectiveness granted 
by NDPC. Programs with this rating were evaluated using an experimental design conducted by 
an external evaluation team and have strong empirical evidence demonstrating program 
effectiveness in reducing dropout and/or increasing graduation rates and/or having significant 
impact on dropout-related risk factors.  
 
A four-year longitudinal, randomized-control study conducted by Rutgers University with funding 
from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services found, among other major results, that 
PGC improves the graduation rates of student participants by 10 percentage points and cuts by half 
the number of male students who would otherwise drop out.   
  

http://youthtoday.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8fd8a707b2bd8858530346479&id=ab01264489&e=a61624dd04
http://youthtoday.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8fd8a707b2bd8858530346479&id=b915e15a66&e=a61624dd04
http://youthtoday.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8fd8a707b2bd8858530346479&id=4f58a9294e&e=a61624dd04
http://youthtoday.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=8fd8a707b2bd8858530346479&id=3d4bf77e43&e=a61624dd04
http://youthtoday.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8fd8a707b2bd8858530346479&id=89ad1ca4a6&e=a61624dd04
http://youthtoday.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8fd8a707b2bd8858530346479&id=0d375fd176&e=a61624dd04
http://youthtoday.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8fd8a707b2bd8858530346479&id=01c3ab2349&e=a61624dd04
http://youthtoday.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8fd8a707b2bd8858530346479&id=b2de8f95c8&e=a61624dd04
http://online.wsj.com/news/article_email/SB10001424052702304617404579304913308674896-lMyQjAxMTA0MDEwNzExNDcyWj
http://www.search-institute.org/blog/asset-building-is-contagious-williamson-county-texas
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001jZm7Y9puLx_WeTybGPXvkQQ3Yh4JIg92LxoM-He_pNTEx3KGqRMESciA1WgAq_4tbe2wHy80n6kPeAFc4xtyIQqW1LLpeY46779IY9ArLCVbDRQXx2F5x1jRRs29PyHyOS9KP02-827SMLHUCKvHk7m_ps6eEwxMm_l8oSEAljWN6ED0Tdefg6S4VhttCa0e
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 An excellent source for funding information is the Foundation Center. Listings of foundations and 

guidelines for writing grants are available. Sample proposals and common grant applications are also 

provided. The Foundation Center provides a variety of other resources and materials, including prospect 

worksheets that can help you focus on funders whose priorities match those of your project. 

Many businesses donate money to the communities in which they are located. You will usually find giving 

guidelines on corporate Web sites under headings such as “community” or “corporate citizenship”" 

Business grants can be found at: http://www.dropoutprevention.org/grant-resources/funding-sources 

 Government grants can be found at UCLA Center’s Mental Health in Schools site. 

 Grants Alert - A website dedicated to making life a little easier for those who devote their time to 
searching for education grants. 

 Grant Station can help your organization make smarter, better-informed fundraising decisions 

 Grant Watch - A free grants listing service that helps teachers find classroom grants for school 
funding. 

 GrantWrangler - A free grants listing service that helps teachers find classroom grants for school 
funding. 

 National Service-Learning Clearinghouse Funding Opportunities 

 Youth Today Grants Today- A national source for news, views and important developments in the 
youth service field from a nonprofit organization. 

 Kids in Need Teacher Grants 
 

More grant information is available at Dropout Prevention and Youth Today. 

  

 

 

 

Additional Information for our members . . . 
UNCW Pediatric ADHD & Neurofeedback Clinic is offering free screening and biofeedback for children 

and adolescents with attention deficit disorder from low income households. Call 910.962.3373 for more 

information. The clinic is located in the Teaching Laboratory Building room 3111.  Please pass this 

information along to anyone who you believe may benefit or know someone who might.  We have parking 

spaces and bus route information available. 

 

 

Videos Worth Watching! 
 

 Wilmington’s own District Attorney Ben David inspirational TED talk on using a holistic approach to 
combatting gang violence is full of good ideas. MORE  

 Dropout Issues in North Carolina were covered well in the North Carolina Now overview:  MORE  

 Terminally ill teacher’s amazing cross-country trip to see his ex-students: MORE  

 

NOTE: Please send any items you would like to see in upcoming newsletters to Janna Robertson. We want to share 

your news!  Please send it as soon as you can get it to us. 

 

http://foundationcenter.org/
http://foundationcenter.org/findfunders/wrksheet/
http://foundationcenter.org/findfunders/wrksheet/
http://www.dropoutprevention.org/grant-resources/funding-sources
http://smhp.psych.ucla.edu/pdfdocs/fundfish.pdf
http://www.grantsalert.com/
http://www.grantstationinsider.com/
http://www.grantwatch.com/
http://www.grantwrangler.com/
http://www.servicelearning.org/funding-opportunities
http://www.youthtoday.org/grants.cfm
http://www.kinf.org/grants/grant_applications.php
http://www.dropoutprevention.org/grant-resources
http://youthtoday.org/grants
http://youtu.be/Yli0dJwPE0I
http://video.unctv.org/video/2365087773/
file:///C:/Users/Buff/Documents/work/MORE
mailto:robertsonj@uncw.edu

