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Course Description 
This 10-hour professional development is designed to provide in-service content area teachers 
with the knowledge and concepts needed to successfully collaborate with English as a Second 
Language (ESL) personnel in their districts and schools. In this unit, we will cover topics such as 
culture, second language acquisition, curriculum, and assessment. You will be introduced to 
each and asked to reflect on concepts related to ESL and the mainstream classroom. Due to the 
limited nature of this professional development, we will not cover any of these topics 
completely.  
 
Course Number 
Varies  
 
Course Hours 
10 contact hours 
 
Form of Delivery 
The ESL Professional Development course consists of six self-directed learning modules, and 
Flash-based interactive presentations. Each learning module (excluding the Introduction) will 
remain hidden until you complete and pass a short quiz in the preceding module with a score of 
at least 80%. Once you pass the quiz, the next module will become visible. You will be allowed 
as many attempts as needed to reach this goal. This format holds true for all six learning 
modules in this course.  
 

Course Goal 
The goal of this course is to introduce in-service content area teachers to concepts in the field 
of ESL. At the end of this professional development, you will be able to effectively collaborate 
with ESL professionals in your schools and districts. 
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Objectives 

Module 1: Culture 
Upon completion of this module, you will be able to:  

 Explore cultural orientations and reflect on the influence of your orientations 

 Discriminate between aspects of deep and surface culture 

 Explain the concepts of culture shock 

 Analyze ways in which culture can impact learning 

Module 2: Policies and Procedures 
Upon completion of this module, you will be able to:  

 Describe how students are entered and exited from ESL services 

 Provide a brief history of ESL and Bilingual Education as a field 

 Explain how English language learners (ELLs) are regulated by No Child Left Behind 

 Describe how ELLs are considered with regard to Special Education 

Module 3: Assessing Language Proficiency 
Upon completion of this module, you will be able to:  

 Identify ways language proficiency impacts test scores 

 Identify common accommodations used by ELLs on large-scale assessments 

 Identify key considerations in the classroom assessment of ELLs 

Module 4: Lesson Planning 
Upon completion of this module, you will be able to: 

 Classify language and content demands 

 Identify strategies for modifying content demand for ELLs 

 Identify methods for managing prerequisite skills 

 Write accommodated content objectives for ELLs 

 Write appropriate language objectives 

Module 5: Teaching Strategies 
Upon completion of this module, you will be able to:  

 Identify non-linguistic activities that could be used to tease out language issues from 
learning disabilities.  

 Differentiate between academic and social English.  

 Identify strategies to increase comprehensibility of text and talk 

 Increase interaction between both teacher and students 

 Implement strategies to decrease the linguistic burden faced by ELLS 
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