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May 14 - June 6
                                          (pending International Committee approval)
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Experience 3 weeks of learning Spanish and living in a new culture, much like your ELLs experience being immersed in our schools.  Cultural activities include school visits, 2 service learning projects, tours, cooking classes, dancing, and lectures.  Stay one week in a Spanish-speaking home in Heredia, a safe and peaceful community with few tourists,  and 2 weeks in Monteverde, a unique community set in a world-famous Costa Rican rainforest in the mountains.  Costa Rica is the safest, most economically and politically stable country in Latin America.  Its people, commonly known as Ticos, are kind and peaceloving.  
The language school Centro Panamericano do Idiomas (CPI) offers small class sizes (2-4 students). You will be placed in one of 10 levels using the ACTFL exam and progress at your own pace.  You will change professors each week to gain exposure to different teaching styles and accents.  Prior to travel, you will be informed about the home-stays, how to communicate with your family, about money, cultural issues, health care, and safety issues.  You will reflect on your own learning experiencing being a Spanish Language Learner and continue to reflect as you learn ESL strategies.  Our nation’s schools have had a sharp increase in the number of English Language Learners (ELLs) and a shortage of teachers prepared to teach this population.  While you likely won’t come back an expert in ESL or even highly fluent in Spanish, you will be more effective as a beginning classroom teacher with your ELLs.  This just might be the hardest, yet most meaningful experience of your lifetime!

The objectives of the program are:

a.
By experiencing being a Spanish Language Learner, living in a new culture, learning a new language, learning in a new language, and living in a Spanish speaking home with Spanish newspapers, radio and TV, students will gain empathy for ELLs in their own classrooms.

b.
Students will reflect and introspect on their own use of strategies in second language learning to better understand the strategies and stages of language acquisition their students will use.

c.
Students will reflect on teaching strategies that are effective and ones that aren’t effective, using Cambourne’s conditions for learning as a framework for their reflection and be able to plan teaching activities for ELLs in their own classrooms.

d.  Students will gain at least a rudimentary conversational level and understanding of the structure of Spanish to facilitate their ability to communicate with their Spanish speaking children and families.

e.  Students will compare their own culture and family traditions to the culture and family traditions of their host families to gain a better appreciation and understanding of how people are more alike than different.

f.
Finally, students will learn about themselves as learners and their peers as learners and be able to apply these insights to teaching all children more effectively.

UNC Wilmington Itinerary for Costa Rica, Summer 2010
Pre-travel Meetings
· Saturday, January 24: 10:00 – 12:00 noon
· Saturday, March 28: 10:00 – 1:00 
· April meeting TBA for All Summer Study Abroad Program participants

· Monday, May 10th:   10 AM-12:00 noon with last minute questions.

Friday, May 14th 

Arrive to San Jose, Costa Rica
San Jose city tour

Transfer to local hotel 
Saturday, May 15th 

7:00 a.m.
Breakfast at hotel (included)
7:45 a.m.
Transportation departs for La Paz Waterfall Gardens
9:00 a.m.
Guided tour of La Paz
11:00 a.m.
Lunch (included)
12:30 p.m.
Arrive to San Jose for guided tour – National Museum and National Theater

6:00 p.m.
Estimated time of return to hotel; dinner (included)
Sunday, May 16th 

8:00 a.m.
Breakfast at hotel (included)
10:15 a.m.
Transportation departs for Café Britt

11:00 a.m.
Café Britt Coffee Tour and buffet lunch (included)
1:30 p.m.
Estimated time of arrival to CPI Heredia for testing and orientation

3:30 p.m.
Host families pick up students at CPI; dinner with host family
Monday, May 17th 
Breakfast with host family

10:15 a.m.


Arrive to CPI (your host family will show you the way) for guest speaker
10:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Guest speaker on education facilitated by Dr. Powell
11:30 – 12:00 noon           
Dr. Powell’s  language/learning debriefing

Free time for lunch

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Spanish classes

3:00 - 3:20 p.m.

Coffee break

3:20 - 5:00 p.m.  

Spanish classes


Dinner with host family

	Tuesday, May 18th 
Breakfast with host family
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	Walk to Calle Viquez Primary school

7:00 – 9:30 a.m.
             Primary school observation     

                                                    facilitated by Dr. Powell
	


10:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Dr. Powell class, ESL strategies, at CPI

11:45 a.m.


Latin cooking class at CPI; lunch
1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Spanish classes

3:00 - 3:20 p.m.

Coffee break

3:20 - 5:00 p.m.  

Spanish classes

Dinner with host family

Wednesday, May 19th
Breakfast with host family

7:00 a.m.


Transportation from meeting point to Poas Volcano

8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Guided tour and lunch (included)

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Spanish classes

3:00 - 3:20 p.m.

Coffee break

3:20 - 5:00 p.m.  

Spanish classes

Dinner with host family
Thursday, May 20th 
Breakfast with host family

Walk to Calle Viquez Primary school

7:00 – 9:00 a.m.

Primary school observation

10:30 – 12:00 noon

Dr. Powell class, ESL strategies, at CPI

Free time for lunch

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Spanish classes

3:00 - 3:20 p.m.

Coffee break

3:20 - 5:00 p.m.  

Spanish classes

Dinner with host family

Friday, May 21st  
Breakfast with host family

7:15 a.m.


Transportation to social service activity from church of Calle Viquez (meeting point)

8:00 – 12:00 a.m.

Social service activity with the Humanitarian Foundation

                                                
Lunch on the van

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Spanish classes

3:00 - 3:20 p.m.

Coffee break

3:20 - 5:00 p.m.  

Spanish classes
5:00 – 6:30 p.m.

Group debriefing with Dr. Powell
Dinner with host family

Saturday, May 22nd 
5:30 a.m.


Depart from meeting point for Manuel Antonio (your host family will assist with your luggage; be dressed for beach
9:30 a.m.


Estimated time of arrival to Manuel Antonio National Park; spend day in park

4:00 p.m.


Leave park; hotel check-in and dinner
Sunday, May 23rd 
7:00 a.m.


Breakfast at the hotel
8:00 – 11:00 a.m.

Free time to enjoy the beach

11:30 a.m.


Return to hotel; shower and check out

12:30 p.m.


Lunch

5:00 p.m.


Estimated time of arrival to Monteverde; meet new host families and dinner with family

Monday, May 24th   
Breakfast with host family; morning free
11:00 a.m.


Arrive to CPI Monteverde for brief orientation and cooking class (lunch)
1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Spanish classes

3:00 - 3:20 p.m.

Coffee break

3:20 - 5:00 p.m.  

Spanish classes

5:00 – 6:00 p.m.

Class with Dr. Powell

Dinner with host family
Tuesday, May 25th 
Breakfast with host family

7:00 – 9:00 a.m.

Primary school observation

10:30 – 12:00 noon

Dr. Powell class, ESL strategies, at CPI

Free time for lunch

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Spanish classes

3:00 - 3:20 p.m.

Coffee break

3:20 - 5:00 p.m.  

Spanish classes

Dinner with host family

Wednesday, May 26th 
Breakfast with host family

8:30 a.m.


Transportation departs for Trapiche typical farm tour

9:00 – 11:45 a.m.

Tour and lunch (included)
1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Spanish classes

3:00 - 3:20 p.m.

Coffee break

3:20 - 5:00 p.m.  

Spanish classes

Dinner with host family

Thursday, May 27th 
Breakfast with host family

7:00 – 9:00 a.m.

Primary school observation

10:30 – 12:00 noon
Dr. Powell class, ESL strategies, at CPI

Free time for lunch

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Spanish classes

3:00 - 3:20 p.m.

Coffee break

3:20 - 5:00 p.m.  

Spanish classes

Dinner with host family

7:15 – 8:30 p.m.

Latin dance classes at CPI

Friday, May 28th   
6:30 a.m.


Transportation departs for Sta. Elena Reserve
7:00 – 9:30 a.m.

Guided hike with local, bilingual guide

Free time for lunch

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Spanish classes

3:00 - 3:20 p.m.

Coffee break

3:20 - 5:00 p.m.  

Spanish classes

Dinner with host family

Week-end, May 29th & 30th 

Trip to Arenal Volcano

Saturday
Breakfast with host family

7:00 a.m.


Leave from meeting point 

10:30 a.m.


Arrive to La Fortuna; free time for souvenir shopping & internet

12:00 p.m.


Lunch

1:30 p.m.


Hotel check-in, pack clothes for the hot water springs

2:30 - 4:00 p.m.

Hike along the lush trails of the Sendero Silencio


5:00 – 9:00 p.m.

Hot water springs, buffet dinner 

Sunday
7:15 a.m.


Breakfast at the hotel

8:00 a.m.


Hike to Waterfall La Fortuna

11:30 a.m.


Hotel check-out and lunch

1:30 p.m.


Return transportation to Monteverde
5:00 p.m.


Estimated time of arrival
Monday, May 31st 
Breakfast with host family; morning free
1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Spanish classes

3:00 - 3:20 p.m.

Coffee break

3:20 - 5:00 p.m.  

Spanish classes

5:00 – 6:00 p.m.

Class with Dr. Powell

Dinner with host family

Tuesday, June 1st     
Breakfast with host family

8:00 – 10:00 a.m.

Cloud Forest school observation

Free time for lunch

12:30 – 1:00 p.m.

Dr. Powell class debriefing

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Spanish classes

3:00 - 3:20 p.m.

Coffee break

3:20 - 5:00 p.m.  

Spanish classes

5:00 – 6:00 p.m.

Dr. Powell class
Dinner with host family

Wednesday, June 2nd  
Breakfast with host family

7:15 a.m.


Transportation to social service project, Coffee Co-op San Luis

8:00 – 11:00 a.m.

Social service project

11:45 a.m.


Lunch at Stella’s  (included)

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Spanish classes

3:00 - 3:20 p.m.

Coffee break
3:20 - 5:00 p.m.  

Spanish classes

5:00 – 6:00 p.m.

Group debriefing on service project with Dr. Powell
Dinner with host family

Thursday, June 3rd 
Breakfast with host family; morning free, optional school visit to Friends School
1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Spanish classes

3:00 - 3:20 p.m.

Coffee break

3:20 - 5:00 p.m.  

Spanish classes

Dinner with host family

7:15 – 9:00 p.m.

Final class meeting in CR with Dr. Powell

Friday, June 4th 
Breakfast with host family

8:00 a.m.


Transportation from meeting point to canopy tour

8:30 – 10:30 a.m.

Canopy tour

11:00 a.m.


Return transportation & free time for lunch 

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Spanish classes

3:00 - 3:20 p.m.

Coffee break

3:20 - 5:00 p.m.  

Spanish classes

Dinner with host family

Saturday, June 5th 
10:00 a.m.


Transportation to central valley (the host family will assist with your luggage; lunch en route



3:00 p.m.


Estimated time of arrival to central valley; hotel check-in






Farewell dinner
Sunday, June 6th 

Transportation to airport for return flight
	Follow up session on line:

  

Wednesday, June 9  


10-12:00 noon
	Contact:

Dr. Debbie Powell

Watson School of Education, 259

910-962-3175

powelld@uncw.edu
Website: http://www.uncw.edu/ed/international/costarica/index.html











