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Searching for Balance

The Science participants had an
eye opening experience when
they arrived for their first of
three face to face sessions.
Their goal, to create balance.
Dr. Reeves and Jennifer Civelli
have led the Science partici-
pants in sessions that use home
materials to create “kitchen
chemistry.” Dr. Reeves mod-
eled a homemade balance cre-
ated with balsa wood, coffee
cups, nails, tacks and dixie
cups. The goal was to share
these balances with their stu-
dents in hopes they might cre-
ate a more advanced version.
The first experiment used these
balances to compare various
common objects weight and
making hypothesis on the com-
parisons.

John Ellerbe, a science teacher
from Jones County wrote,
“This activity provided students
with the opportunity to engage
in critical thinking as well as
giving students the opportunity
to take a group leadership role

in terms of sharing information
and ideas. Students enjoyed

working with this module and
expressed a desire to complete
more hands on activities. I feel
that their desires will also help
me grow in other areas as
well.”

The second experiment was
focused on density and volume.
The participants compared re-
sults when they measured
kitchen products such as, cook-
ing oil, karo syrup, and salt
solutions. Sally Tanguay, a
Science teacher at Hunters

Creek Middle School stated,
“This is a
lab that I
will defi-
nitely use
when pre-
paring for
EOG’s. We
have dis-
cussed den-
| sity in both
the hydro-
sphere unit
and the
chemistry
unit, it will be a great review
prior to end of grade testing.

I actually did the final step with
my own children, who happen
to be in middle school. They
were fascinated with seeing the
layers separate. My son’s reac-
tions have convinced me to
model this demonstration for
my science students.”

The science participants will
have 2 more face to face ses-
sions.

Teachers Relish the Rubric

The Language Arts participants
have worked diligently com-
pleting five content modules
while preparing their own stu-
dents for the writing test. The
modules, designed by Kate
Tayloe, focused on preparing
students for the upcoming 7th
grade writing test. Kate dis-

cussed her observations of how
teachers often spend a great deal
of time discussing testing expec-
tations. However, little time is
actually spent looking at the stan-
dards set by the state and the
information they provide to drive
our instruction to prepare for the
testing they mandate.

During the first two session the
teachers used the rubrics from
the DPI training manual. The
students were grouped and
asked to look over sample es-
says and grade them using the
requirements for content and
conventions. Steven Howard

(continued page 2)



“The important thing is
to not stop question-
ing.” Albert Einstein

“This was an awesome
experience for me and
the students! I enjoyed
the class participation
and conversation.”

- Jerome Gidrey (JCMS) on

Paideia Seminars

During a face to face discussion,
Charla Lewallen practices ma-

nipulating snap cubes to prepare
for her upcoming math activity .
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Language Arts Teachers Relish the Rubric!

(continued from page 1)

from Jones County Middle
School stated, “My students
enjoy looking at the sample
writings and have a remarkable
grasp of pointing out other stu-
dent’s mistakes and flaws.
However, lack the confidence
to apply it to their own writing.
They too were surprised that
they could look at other’s mis-
takes and could not pinpoint
their own.” Another partici-
pant, Pamela Murrell from
Jacksonville Commons shared
her experiences with the rubric.

“My student’s realized the im-
portance of writing their best
the first time, they talked about
using elaboration in their writ-
ing. I think this was a beneficial
activity because it helped the
students see what they are ex-
pected to do. I have been trying
to explain to my students what
they were expected to do but I
don’t think they appreciated
what I told them until they ex-
perienced writing and scoring

the essays themselves.”

The next modules for the lan-
guage arts participants will be
exploring differentiating instruc-
tion, whole class study, and lit-
erature for inclusion groups.
These goals will be accomplished
through the implementation of
the Paideia Seminar in the middle
grades classrooms.

Further down the road the mod-
ules will use interactive texts
such as the New York Times
Learning website to engage stu-
dents and further develop com-
prehension.

What?... So What?... Now What?...

A powerful tool that is used to
by a staff to collaborate is a
study group. Throughout the
learning sessions participants
meet as a study group every 3
weeks to discuss the What?...
So What?... and Now What?...
of their experiences. After the
meeting participants are asked
to write a reflection on their
own learning through the mod-
ules using the What?... So
What?... And Now What?...
format. Charla Lewallen, a
math participant from Jackson-
ville Commons Middle School
talks about her personal growth
as an educator:

What? I discovered that I need to
realize that although the students I

work with on a daily basis have
limitations, I can not decide what
those limitations are. I was wor-
ried that they would not be able to
complete or comprehend the as-
signment presented, but they
showed great perseverance in
completing the activity. This tells

me that by using manipulatives,
the students can grasp concepts
easier. Also, that I need to break
concepts down into smaller steps
for them to better understand.
And finally, that I need to re-
member to schedule plenty of
time for major concepts to be
taught so that there is plenty of
time to present and re-present
this to them. The most important
thing I have learned is that no
matter what the functioning level
of a student, given enough time,
most of them will be able to
grasp it and be able to use it.

So What? [ have learned that
visuals can be a great aid in
teaching concepts in math. They
give a tangible model for the
students to view and hold. It
gives them the opportunity to
pull the figure apart and re-
assemble it in order to understand
the form and structure of a shape.
I will try to work manipulatives
into more lesson activities in
order for the students to have a
chance to understand the concept
and see how figures are formed.

I think this will help them to
understand and retain the infor-
mation being taught.

Now What? I really feel this
assignment supports the need for
using multiple strategies when
teaching math concepts. Not all
students learn by using the book
or worksheet method. Some
students need the visual and/or
physical aids in order to under-
stand. This approach will help
with the overall success of the
class as a whole. I feel this sup-
ports successful schools for
young adolescents by giving
those students that are visual/
physical learners an equal oppor-
tunity when presenting material.
By providing this equal opportu-
nity, it enables more students to
be successful. That is the goal
for any class setting-to have as
many students as possible learn
and be successful in their aca-
demic ventures.

Charla Lewallen
JCMS
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Participants Feel Their Way to Higher Math Scores

Through a face to face and
online discussions; Heather
Ertzberger has middle school
educators developing a feeling
for cubes. That feeling is suc-
cess. Through the math content
modules the participants will
examine mathematical tasks by
looking at ways that we as edu-
cators help and/or hinder stu-
dent’s thinking. They are also
focusing on how we can imple-
ment these tasks using manipu-
latives in our classrooms.

As the participants implement
the snap cube and tangram ac-
tivities, they use a discussion
board to share their thoughts
and experiences.

Christina Diederich from JCMS
reflected on her classroom
noise. This activity seemed to
include a lot more noise than
normal. It was a good noise, for
the most part, and the students
were using their academic lan-
guage in their groups. It was

Obstacles of Differentiation

During the Spring, the three
Assistant Principals have de-
voted their time discussing and
developing plans to better sup-
port their teachers in the area of
differentiation. Jeannie Smith,
Assistant Principal from Jones
County Middle School, puts
differentiation in perspective:

Differentiating instruction sounds
great but is really hard work -
and teachers who differentiate or
who have tried it know that. |
have found that teachers who are
engaged with their students rec-
ognize that one size does not fit
all and will do what is needed to
create success in their classroom.
The obstacle is fear - fear that if
the teacher meets the students
where they are rather than where
they are supposed to be then the

interesting to listen to their
conversations. Especially when
I told them they had to prove to
me how many stamps were on
the rods, they worked hard try-
ing to explain it.

Shannon Newman, a beginning
teacher at HCMS appreciated
the manipulative staff develop-
ment for other reasons. “I now
have 3 new activities using ma-
nipulatives that I can take back to
the classroom and feel COM-
FORTABLE implementing them,
which is most important.”

Janie Holloway from Jones
County discovered that student
language is beneficial when im-
plementing new activities. After
a discussion and review of
percents, it was interesting to
see how a few students moved
through the process with little
or no assistance. Some would
check with me before the next
step. There was one student
that took the lead and ex-

students will not be ready for the
TEST, fear that the load will be
too great with students doing
different learning activities at the
same time.

Felicia Walton, assistant Princi-
pal of JCMS talked about her
obstacles:

The main obstacle is knowledge
and the ability to teach using
different styles. Many teachers
teach using their learning style
because it comes naturally for
them. Training is the key. Teach-
ers need essential training that
they can understand and use to
incorporate differentiated instruc-
tion. Essential training is where it
starts. The next step is convinc-
ing the teacher to continuously
use what they have learned.
Many times the first attempt to

plained the process in a man-
ner that the other students or
most of the other students
could understand. This was a
true sign of comprehension in
Ms. Holloway’s math class-
room that day.

The Math participants will
continue to practice using
manipulatives within their
classroom. Their upcoming
activities include:

Heather Ertzberger and Gisele Ashford
practice modeling the use of snap cubes
in the Middle Grades classroom.

e -Amlasquareoramla
cube?

e - Probability

e - Volume and surface area

After the participants implement
the activities they will pick two
work samples and share their
experiences and thoughts using
the discussion board. Here they
can continue to collaborate on
what they consider to be interest-
ing student approaches and criti-
cal thinking. RS LR
“I actually did the final step with
my own children, who happen to
be in middle school in the 6t and
8t grades, and they were
fascinated with seeing the layers
separate. My sons reactions has
convinced me to do this
demonstration for my science
incorporate new instruction is not students.” Sally Tanguay (HCMS)
successful. The way it was mod-
eled during the training, is not at
all how it is unfolding during
their lesson. Revisiting materials
and seeking help is needed. How-
ever, due to time constraints or
frustration many teachers just
abandon the new idea and revert
back to their old techniques.

In the upcoming modules the
administrators will continue to
discuss the obstacles of differen-
tiation in education. Through
these videos and discussions the
administrators will create a tem-
plate for supporting a teacher in
their application of differentia-
tion in their classroom.

Margie Anderson and Tamara
Hotchkiss from Jacksonville
Commons practice calculating
and predicting mixed water
temperature at a Face to Face
Session.
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Grammatically Incorrect!

Stephanie Andrews (Hunters Creek Middle School)

Teaching grammar is quite a challenge, espe-
cially to middle school students who have not
learned the basics. Several of my students have
a difficult time writing complete sentences, or
identifying them in others' papers. Spelling is
another challenge and many struggle with the
use of punctuation. Even though we study
grammar two to three times a week, I am con-
stantly circling misspelled words on all of their
assignments.

During the first rubric session I had my students
grade their peers’ papers and their own for con-

ventions, they seemed to miss a lot of the errors.

I looked them over and over and found several
other mistakes.

I showed these practice tests to the other teach-
ers on my team and they are now grading for
conventions, not just comments. The science
teacher pointed out to me how much extra time
it is taking her to get through Quick Writes. The
math teacher even told me, "I thought my job
was hard. I never realized how poor their writ-
ing skills were." I came up with a poem for the
teachers in my 7th grade crew and then I also
shared it with my students:

Grammatically Incorrect!

Grammar, Grammar, oh what shall I do,
Several of my students just have no clue.

They couldn’t write a complete sentence if they
wanted to.

A fragment, a run-on, a misspelled word
Where oh where can I find a nerd?

Reading papers has become a bore

Where are the conjunctions — please give me
some more.

Capitalize your I’s and your proper nouns
Didn’t you learn the rules you little clowns.

Spending weeks on subjects and predicates
I don’t understand, “Why aren’t you getting it?”

Please stop writing the way that you talk
And pull up your pants, you can barely walk.

Text messaging and E-mails don’t help at all
Just watch the writing scores continue to fall

Teachers of all subjects please help us now
Grade your writing papers — Don’t have a cow!

Look at the content and make sure it
flows
All of the sentences should be in rows

Start from the margin and indent a few
spaces

Look for misspelled words — they’re in
quite a few places.

Yes, it takes patience and a lot of time
Don’t talk about others and continue to
whine.

You joined the education world to help
kids succeed

Trust me there are several who are in
need

Writing across the curriculum can be
done
Be a role model and have some fun!



