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Watson School of Education hosts MGEEL Technology Conference

The initial grant design was to
provide eighty-five profes-
sional development hours to
the grant participants. Ten of
those hours were focused on
using technology in the class-
room. Throughout the grant
countless hours were spent by
the participants navigating
web-based educational pro-
grams, communicating
through educational assess-
ment programs such as the
Blackboard Learning System,
and electronically providing
feedback to colleagues and
team members. The project
team felt it was integral to
fade away from these areas of
technology and provide the
teachers with a different look
at educational technology.
Through collaborative efforts
by the project team, an
agenda to host a celebratory

technology conference on
UNCW’s campus was devel-
oped. The technology confer-

four hour make-and-take ses-
sion on Web Tools for Teach-
ers. This session provided

ence would be led by UNCW  participants with exciting new
Watson School of Education’s ways to incor-
Technol- = porate the web
ogy Staff. —« e\  into their

Dr. Jeff b classrooms.
Ertzber- Along with
ger, the =ik this, Beth pro-
Director vided sites for
of Tech- ¥ teachers to
nology apply for

for the @ grants online
Watson and tools that
School of = allow teachers
Educa- to organize

tion, led a six-hour session
sharing how digital games are
being used in education, and
providing participants with
game templates they can use
in their classroom.

Beth Allred, Watson School’s
Technology Liaison, led a

their classrooms online and to
help make assessment tools.
Each participant received a
complimentary flash drive
that contained the templates
for digital games and instruc-
tions for the web tools pro-
vided .

Summer Enrichment Series

The participants completed
eighty-five professional develop-
ment hours within a ten month
span. Despite this array of fo-
cused professional development
provided by the project team,
further professional development
requests were made by the par-
ticipants and their school dis-
tricts. This resulted in the devel-

opment of the NC QUEST
“Summer Enrichment Profes-
sional Development Series.” All
sessions were led by UNCW
faculty.

The first session in the series was
led by Brian Brinkley, the Direc-
tor of the Educational Labora-
tory. His session was titled
Smarthoard Technology Applica-

tions for the Classroom. The
workshop introduced participants
to the basic functions of the
Smartboard and some common
classroom applications. Through
hands on activities, participants
learned how to develop plans for
their classrooms.

The next session was led by Tom

Miller, Project Instruction
[continued on page 2]



Whatever you are, be

a good one.
Abraham Lincoln

AThe project has
me to service my teachers. The
training is also responsible for

the excitement | felt knowing that

| had additional knowledge,

tools, resources, and skills to

help teachers seeking and
needing
Middle Grades Asst. Principal

Sally Tanguay shares her experi-
ences during a faculty meeting at
Hunters Creek Middle School.
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Summer Enrichment Series

[continued from page 1]

Leader for the Watson School of
Education. The session entitled
No Two are Alike i How to Build
Curriculum through Student
Assets provided 21st century
tools and strategies to promote
student growth through focusing
on their current assets. Partici-
pants left with classroom-ready
tools that were relevant to the
population of their classroom to
implement during the first weeks
of the upcoming school year.

The next session was led by Wat-
son School of Education Profes-
sor, Dr. Kathy Roney. Dr. Roney
shared her research on the Mid-
dle School Adolescent with the
entire Jones Middle School fac-

MWh a2 é

WHAT?... While I worked in my
content module I discovered that I
prefer science to math. This is a
significant discovery because |
have spent the past three years

addi ti on alworkiigitdwardstcompleting my

math certification only to find my-
self teaching science.

I have been concerned about my
inexperience in this subject matter.
However I found that I enjoyed the
face-to-face hands on science mod-
ule classes, even if they don’t nec-
essarily fit into my curriculum, and
I looked forward to each class.

An “idea” that I embraced is the
importance of discussing results
with other “scientists.” I found that
this helped greatly to determine if
my data was correct, to help me
understand concepts and to gain
feedback on my data. Furthermore,
elementary, middle and high
schools should work together to
develop ways to connect their cur-
riculums so that as students move
through the grades, they are pre-
pared for the content they will be
learning. 1 talked to 6™ grade
teachers whose students did not

ulty. The session titled Beyond
Limits: Yes They Can! provided
information to assist middle
school educators to develop a
school culture of high expecta-
tions that enable middle level
students to succeed. The tools to
develop community partnerships
and foster a productive 21st Cen-
tury learning community will be
provided.

The final piece of the Summer
Enrichment series, Heat, Heat
capacity, and the First Law of
Thermodynamics, will be an
ongoing virtual lab led by Dr.
Jimmy Reeves, the Chair of the
UNCW Chemistry &

So

have the background necessary for
their curriculum and as an 8"
grade teacher, I want to be sure my
students leave my classroom pre-
pared for the high school curricu-
lum, yet there seems to be no com-
munication among the various
grades and schools.

So What?..The main change that
I will be making as a result of my
work in the content module is to
implement a standardized lab re-
port template. [ will introduce this
at the beginning of the year and
we will use it for every lab. In
addition, I will have students com-
plete as much of the report as pos-
sible prior to beginning the lab
before they will be allowed to do
the lab. This will ensure that each
student does at least part of the lab
report, and it will make it easier
for them to complete the lab report
after the lab is finished. [ am
hopeful that this approach will
lead to more lab reports being
turned in, as well as the students
developing a confidence in writing

Bio-Chemistry Department. He
and MGEEL participant Sally
Tanguay, a Science Teacher from
Hunters Creek Middle School,
will be developing an on-going,
interactive, web-based activity
for teachers and students to dis-
cuss and compare the application
of the conservation of energy to
the flow of heat between two
materials. This hands-on program
was designed to be completed in
middle school science class-
rooms.

Overall the “Summer Enrichment
Series” provided over 70 educa-
tors of all experience levels 21st
Century Tools to prepare them
for the new school year.

What ?é

reports by following the repeti-
tion of the lab template through-
out the year.

Now What?.. Two recommenda-
tions that I would share during
the “School Team Presentation of
Acquired Effective Instructional
Pr a c twoudéestie impor-
tance a standardized lab report in
8" grade that is based on the
needs of the high school. I think
if the students go into the high
school properly prepared for labs,
the high school teachers will be
better able to concentrate on the
content.
tion I would make would be to
have cross grade level science
teachers (perhaps all subjects)
from elementary, middle and
high school get together to come
up ways for the elementary and
middle schools to better prepare
our students for the higher
grades.

Another recommenda-

Sally Tanguay - Middle Grades
Science educator, Hunter Creek
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A Very

The following passages were
from our Middle Grades partici-
pants.

I personally feel that NC Quest
allowed me the opportunity to
create a stronger bond with my
educators, gain a better under-
standing of the instructional de-
mands that the teachers were
facing, encouraged a profes-
sional learning atmosphere, and
equipped me with strategies and
tools to help promote differenti-
ated instruction. (NC QUEST
Middle School Assistant Princi-

pal).

I enjoyed working with cowork-
ers from other subject areas and
grades. Normally, we get some-
what restrained to working on
our grade level and this gave me
the chance to venture across the
lines (Middle Grades Language
Arts Educator)

A 21st Century Vision for Teaching

School districts are currently
developing professional sessions
geared towards the new North
Carolina Professional Teaching
Standards. One of our participat-
ing districts was chosen to pilot
the standards program during the
school year. The original sixty
professional development hours
were geared towards 21% Century
thinking in schools. But, to fur-
ther support, the new teaching
standards project team developed
fifteen hours of professional de-
velopment focusing on the five
standards. This series was led by
UNCW Watson School of Educa-
tion Teacher in residence Beth
Metcalf. To disseminate the
information Ms. Metcalf used a
combination of face to face ses-
sions, learning circles, and self-
growth analysis prompts to create

Speci al

The project has better prepared
me to service my teachers. The
training is also responsible for
the excitement | felt knowing that
I had additional knowledge,
tools, resources, and skills to
help teachers seeking and need-
ing additional support (Middle
Grades Assistant Principal).

This project was not what | ex-
pected. It exceeded all of my
expectations. | gained valuable
tools, knowledge, and resources
that will help me to become a
better teacher for years to come.
Thanks! (Middle Grades Lan-
guage Arts Educator)

With great pride | am able to
convey that JCMS met high
growth by meeting all twenty-two
subgroups this past school year,
an accomplishment that was last
achieved ten years ago. Although
there is an impossibility to pin

a final product. The goal was to

analyze a previous lesson and
integrate 21* Century standards.
This lesson plan was shared in
learning circles during the clos-
ing conference held at the Wat-
son School of Education. Some
examples of the projects were:

Thank
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point how much of this achieve-
ment is accredited to the NC
Quest project, it is for certain
that NC Quest has to be recog-
nized as one of the contributing
factors. (Middle Grades Assis-
tant Principal)

We at UNCW would like to
thank the dedicated professionals
who worked diligently over a ten
month period. Without you, we
cannot grow as professionals.
This was an incredible learning
experience for the Watson School
of Education Project Team.

MGEEL participants share their
21st Century Projects during the
NC QUEST Spring Institute

Never doubt that a small
group of thoughtful
committed citizens can
change the world ... it is

“Cultural Perspectives Projects” the only thing that ever

a cross content literacy lesson
using compelling literature to
understand Holocaust relation-
ships, stereotypes, and hate
crimes through Historical Litera-
ture.

has.
Margaret Mead

“Toss and Turn” calculating,
researching, and interviewing to
write your own kitchen friendly
recipes.

“Talking Trash” student led pro-
ject to assess community needs
by collecting data and creating
partnerships.

“You Be the Teacher”, students
would devise and develop lessons
using the writing process to cre-
ate scientific lesson plans and
assessment tools.

Stephanie Andrews shares her
“Sammy” with the faculty of
Hunters Creek Middle School.
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The Watson School of Education was rated Exemplary by the North
Carolina State Board of Education. The Watson School of Education is
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Watson School of Education team and come learn and grow with us.

Language Arts to Me

Language Arts, to me, is all about creativity
It’s how you can present learning strategies
You can use Word Splash for vocabulary or teach how to spell
Have your students use prior knowledge to start a KWL
Students can use Post-Its to make connections
Or use an Exit Ticket to show your reflections
When presenting a novel, you must model how to read
Pause for punctuation, it’s unnecessary to speed
Demonstrate to classes what good readers do,
Several of your students have no clue
Try marking the text to help with comprehension
Sometimes dependent readers will need an extension
Making inferences can mean drawing conclusions
Unclear expectations can cause confusion
Form mental images or make a movie in your head
Ask questions about the text and review what you’ve read
The who, the what, the why, the where
Just make it interesting — the students don’t care
A Story Map, a Venn diagram, or a Story Star
Having some knowledge will take you far
My students like to draw One Pagers and Vanity Plates
Share opinions through seminars and even debates
So, to end this poem, I’d like to say
Make your lessons fun and have a nice day!

- Stephanie Andrews



