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Final Reflection Paper 

My parents are from El Salvador, but fled that country in 1980 due to a gruesome civil war.  

They came to Belize, under a refugee program sponsored by the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNCHR) and the Government of Belize.  In 1982, a refugee 

community was established amidst the jungle in the Cayo District.  Refugee families were given 

a piece of farm land as well as house lot and a few monthly supplies.   

I was born in this community in 1985, so I grew among families, who were more concerned with 

survival than education.  High school was viewed by many, as a place of idling and young 

people were handier in the farm or at home.  In fact, parents who had the desire to send their 

children to high school were viewed as people who felt ‘rich’ and gave their children the 

privilege of education.  Fortunately, my parents were ‘odd’ and viewed education as a right, so 

they committed themselves to send their seven children to high school. Most of my classmates 

and friends, however, were not so lucky and were taken to the farms or stayed at home doing 

chores. 

I started high school at the age of eleven. I mostly had a hard but pleasant experience. Every day, 

I had to get up at 5:00 a.m. to get ready for school and eat a light snack.  At 6:00 a.m. I got on a 

truck, along with thirty other students, and set on the daily journey to Belmopan.  The truck was 

uncomfortable and hot, and the roads were bumpy.  However, things got worse during the rainy 

season when the roads were impassable due to the big potholes. In addition, when the river we 

crossed got flooded, the ferry was not operational so we had to walk across a swing bridge.  I 

was only given $5.00 for passage and food, so I did not have any extra money to get things 



teenagers like. Consequently, financially, my student life was hard but otherwise I enjoyed my 

learning experience. 

I thought that knowledge was transferred from teacher to student.   I admired my teachers greatly 

and believed that if I was really dedicated, I would be like them.  I believed that enduring long 

class periods of chalk/talk teaching was part of the learning process.  My high school boasted of 

having a disciplined student body and a model administration and staff.  However, discipline was 

synonymous to quiet, orderly and behaved students, and of course, model staff meant, having 

power and authority over students.  

As I reflect on my high school days, I realize that I was a smart student, but I was not a hungry 

student.  I settled for what my teachers wanted. I got good grades, was well-behaved, was 

responsible with class and homework, was respectful to classmates and adults, and showed pride 

for my school by properly wearing my uniform and badge at all times. I was, as described by 

Sizer (2004), “a façade.” My teachers and I settled on a conspiracy for the least. At the end of the 

four years, I got a ‘comprehensive’ education, but I did not learn to be a critical thinker.  I got a 

diploma, but could not relate school to work.  I got a transcript reflecting an excellent student, 

but I felt insecure, had little confidence in expressing myself and feared failure. 

Luckily, I had the opportunity to continue studying at the University of Belize.  I also had the 

opportunity to work as a teacher, and such experience has opened my eyes on education.  

Teaching has allowed me to interact with students, teachers and parents.  Teaching has also made 

me curios.  It has made me think about the many features which ought to change. In the book, 

Horace’s compromise, Sizer (2004) touches several aspects of high school education which 

reflect my uneasiness in our education system.   I agree that schools “should focus on helping 



students learn to use their minds well (p. 225).”  I also agree that less is more and that the aim of 

education should be on student mastery and achievement and not on content coverage.   

This course (Secondary School Organization), has made me reflect on the many primary school 

classmates that I had, and were not given a chance to study in high school.  Their situation 

genuinely reflects Maslow’s hierarchy of needs.  This hierarchy suggests that people are 

motivated to fulfill basic needs before moving on to other, more advanced needs. They did not 

get formal education because they did not want.  It was simply because their families had more 

pressing needs at the time. Of course, ignorance also played a role in their decision. However, as 

emphasized by Darling-Hammond (2010) in the first chapter of The flat world and education, 

there is a need to secure housing, food and healthcare, so that children can come to school ready 

to learn.   

Now, most of my past classmates have their own families, and many of them continue to depend 

on peasant farming as the only source of income.  But farming has changed drastically. Unstable 

weather conditions, pests, fluctuating market prices, among other factors have led many young 

people to seek jobs which they are not prepared to handle.  My questions are many. Have these 

people learned from their experience?  Do they view education as a door to escape poverty, 

ignorance and dependency? Or will they continue the cycle of un-educating and mis-educating 

their children? Are our schools effective enough to do otherwise? 

In response to those questions, I passionately believe that our education system certainly needs to 

be reformed.  It needs to ensure that all children have the same access as others to qualified 

teachers, high-quality curriculum, and well-resourced classrooms.  However, like Sizer (2004), I 



am realistic.  I know that schools are complicated and traditional, so we ‘must be humble and 

patient in attempting this (p. 224).” 

Silva also touches a critical element of a good education system.  We must prepare our students 

for their future and “graduate problem solvers, critical thinkers, and team players – young adults 

who be smart, versatile and caring (p.11).” Belize is a small country with a small population.  

Central government already allocates a little over 20% of the annual budget to education, so if it 

is invested properly, our education system can improve equitably.   As pointed by Levin 

(2012)“…the realization that some large education systems are consistently achieving that goal 

has made it impossible for anyone to argue successfully that the price of education excellence 

must be a high level of inequality (p. 1).”   

Presently, the Government of Belize, through the Ministry of Education is making efforts to 

increase enrolment and reduce inequalities.  It is also providing and demanding teacher training 

to improve the quality of education.  However, it needs to improve its curriculum, standards and 

assessments, so that they focus on “21st century learning goals (Darling-Hammond, 2010, p. 

26).” 

Furthermore, I believe that it is really important to link school to work.  In an underdeveloped 

country like Belize, the demand for highly qualified individuals is not high, so people settle for 

what is available and affordable.  Therefore, having a sound secondary education is of upmost 

importance.  There are many young people who are not academically incline, do not have the 

resources to continue tertiary education and must enter the work force after high school in order 

to earn their own living.  Sizer (2004) shares the impact that Mr. Gross had on his class simply 

because he connected school to work.  “Mr. Gross made his young people deliver on their own, 



and he gave those who made it not only the pride of knowing that they were competent but also 

the insignia of that pride while in school” (Sizer, 2004, p. 148). The opportunity Mr. Gross gave 

his students did not only motivate them but also allowed them to practice the skills they needed, 

thus becoming confident and skilled in their work. 

Our education system has definitely grown and improved since Belize’s independence in 1981, 

and as the country keeps developing so is education.  However, it is outdated and needs urgent 

reform.  Our young population needs to be educated to fit into this global competitive society.  

The high crime, poverty and unemployment rates are evident of the lack of support our young 

people have been getting in schools, and it is time to change that.  There is no formula to make 

our schools effective, but there are many features that can be improved.  Some of these features, 

like teacher training, access to education and early childhood education are slowly improving.  

But other features, such as the organization of schools for deep student and teacher learning, still 

have a long way to go.  Reform is not easy, but I do have high expectations that one day our 

education system will be an exemplary and effective one.   

As a teacher, I have started to change by improving my professional development.  As an upper 

primary school teacher, I also aim to help all my students to be successful in the PSE and 

encourage them to get a secondary education. I also want to encourage fellow teachers to get 

qualified and to aim for quality education.  I strongly believe, as Sizer (2004), that “Human 

factors rather than physical ones most shape the climate of a school (p. 176)”. 
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