
English 100-005: College Writing and Reading I, Global Emphasis  
Semester: Spring 2014      Instructor: Sally Smits Masten 
Class hours: MWF 10:00-10:50      Email: mastens@uncw.edu 
Classroom: Morton 207     Office Hours: MW 11:00-12:00 or by appointment 
Office: Morton 250 
       
Introduction: 
English 100 is designed as a course to develop your skills in critical thinking, close reading, understanding and use of 
rhetoric, and academic writing. This course is also designed to help you find your own voice within the context of other 
writers and thinkers. It is meant to help you become an active listener and participant in discussions that are happening 
all around us, and across time and space—especially those conversations about how we (as individuals, communities, 
and nations) relate to one another, take responsibility for one another, understand one another, and work together in a 
world where boundaries and borders are becoming fainter and fewer.  We will think through perspectives on global 
citizenship, human rights, environmental concerns, and more.  These discussions will take place in your reading, as you 
respond to the authors; in our classroom, as you respond to one another; in your papers, as you craft and revise your 
own ideas; and, I hope, in your life outside the classroom, as you encounter these conversations elsewhere.  
 
As readers, we will pay close attention to the structure, styles, and arguments of the texts we read together, and we will 
look carefully at the authors’ use of key terms, examples, and development of ideas. We will work together in class to 
analyze and make connections between these texts, as well as to develop our own ideas that build from them. Reading 
closely is an essential part of this course; come to class prepared, with notes in the margins of the text. These notes 
should reflect your thinking and questions about the text, and they will help you jump into the discussion. It is my hope 
that from these discussions you will move further in your own critical thinking and find a springboard for your own 
ideas and papers. 
 
As writers, the most important thing to remember is that writing is a process.  No one writes a perfect paper the first time 
around. Thus, this course will focus on revision, discussion, workshop, and further revision. In order to learn to revise 
effectively, coming to class fully prepared with complete drafts of your essays is very important. In these essays, you will 
work to connect your own experiences, reactions, and thoughts to outside texts and sources, and you will work to 
develop connections between authors’ ideas. Please note: in-class workshops are not meant as a time-filler or a fix-all for 
your papers; rather, they are intended to give you one more reader who can show you where improvements in clarity, 
focus, and structure are needed. Reading other students’ drafts is also important because often you will notice their 
strengths and weaknesses much more readily than you can see your own, and this will further strengthen the ideas and 
structures of your own work.   
 
If you have concerns, questions, other ideas on which you’d like feedback, dire needs, or sudden and unexpected joy, 
please email me or set up an appointment with me to discuss it.  I’ll be glad to help.     
 
Required Text: 

 Johnson, June. Global Issues, Local Arguments:  Readings for Writers. 2nd ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Longman, 
2010. ISBN: 978-0-205-88615-9 

 All other readings will be posted on Blackboard. 
 
Course Overview:  
Catalogue Description: 
College Writing and Reading I Global Emphasis (3) Prerequisite: evidence of competence on an English placement 
exam. Introduction to the composing process, with a content emphasis on international issues. This course focuses on 
rhetorical analysis of diverse authors and aims at enhancing students’ global awareness. Students practice narrative and 
expository forms appropriate to academic writing. Students also conduct research using print and online sources, 
correctly document sources, and write persuasively. 
 
Course Learning Outcomes: 

 Students will identify the structural components, including thesis, supporting evidence, and various rhetorical 
strategies, for all essays read and written. Students will articulate in a variety of venues how audience 
expectation shapes purpose in their own writing and in the essays they read. [CMP1] 

 Through a variety of writing and speaking opportunities, students will demonstrate how multiple assigned 
readings are “in conversation” with one another. [CMP2] 



 Students will summarize an array of viewpoints they have read on a given topic. Students will synthesize these 
viewpoints as a means of “mapping” a field of perspectives. Students will analyze these viewpoints in order to 
assess how and where their own views and experiences relate to those they've encountered in their reading. 
[CMP3] 

 Students will demonstrate a familiarity with the stages of the composing process. Students will engage in rubric-
guided peer review. Students will demonstrate through proofreading and editing an awareness of the difference 
between a working draft and a polished version of an essay. Students will enact a revision of their writing, 
thereby demonstrating an awareness of the ongoing nature of the writing process. [CMP4] 

 Students will identify not only the print or online source from which their readings are taken but will also 
identify the global positioning of the author's writing situation, thereby determining how historical and 
geographical locations shape the production and reception of ideas and texts. Such an emphasis on global 
stances will familiarize students with issues of concern to writers from a variety of locations, and, as a result, 
students will be able to articulate what issues matter to whom, where, when, and why. [GS1] 

 Students will analyze and synthesize the globally-dispersed perspectives presented in course readings in order to 
address and complete specific writing prompts and exercises. [GS2] 

 Students will demonstrate an awareness of how their own views on given topics relate to those of writers from 
around the world. This awareness of relation introduces students to cultural difference and encourages students 
to tolerate cultural ambiguity. [GS3] 

 
Course Requirements & Policies: 

1. Absences: Our class, as a discussion-based class, depends upon your participation in the conversations, debates, 
and questions we bring up in class. Therefore, any absences are strongly discouraged and will affect your grade. 
You are permitted three absences without a grade penalty. All work for the next class must be completed on 
time, and you may not make up the participation points from the missed class. Each absence beyond three will 
result in your final grade dropping by a half-grade. (i.e., missing four classes drops an A to an A-). If you miss 
six classes (with the exception of the two permitted religious holiday absences), regardless of points 
earned, you will fail the course. Arriving more than ten minutes late or leaving ten minutes early will count 
as an absence. I say all this simply because it’s vital to our class that you, your voice, and your work are present 
if we are to have a successful course.   
 
Religious Observance Policy: In accordance with NC SL 2010-211, you are entitled to two excused absences for 
religious observances per academic year. You must inform me in writing the first week of class if you will be 
missing any classes due to religious observance and using the two permissible absences for the academic year. 
In addition, please inform the Registrar the first week of class who will then confirm your intentions to miss 
class with your course instructors. Any absence for religious purposes will be considered unexcused unless you 
submit the request in writing to me and the Registrar during the first week of classes. 

 
2. Participation: Your participation grade rests on your contributions to class discussions, quality comments on 

your classmates’ ideas and essays, conferences with me about your work, and demonstrated knowledge of 
readings. I will keep track of your participation in class.  If you’re completely uncomfortable participating in 
class discussions, please see me to set up a different way for you to demonstrate your understanding. I will 
occasionally check, too, that you are making comments on the readings themselves, as we’ll discuss as a part of 
being an active reader. You will have one required conference with me during the semester, but please feel free 
to set up additional meetings with me to discuss your progress in the course. Finally, please keep in mind that 
participation grades are based on respect for others in discussions, and on the quality (not the quantity) of your 
comments and questions. 

 
3. Assignments: The class will combine a significant amount of reading outside of class with extensive in-class 

discussion of and informal writing about the texts. Additionally, you will be assigned four formal essays 
throughout the semester, based on the readings we have done in class.  

 
Because late papers complicate my life excessively and interrupt your progress in the course, all assignments 
must be turned in on time, or the grade they receive will be dropped by five points per day they are late (i.e. 2 
days late =  -10 points).  This includes weekends and holidays.  No exceptions.  Please note: I will not accept 
papers via email.  Attachments are often corrupted or forgotten, and email is not always reliable.  Please bring a 
printed copy to class on the day the essay is due with all required drafts.   



 
Your writing assignments will be graded based on their originality, ambition, willingness to take risks, relevance 
to the subject matter, analysis and use of sources, and finally, on their mechanics. If punctuation, spelling, and 
grammar are going to be an issue, this should be addressed sooner rather than later (see me for resources or 
help).  The cogent and articulate arguments you need to develop in this class and throughout your collegiate 
career can break down because of mechanical problems, so these issues will factor into your grades. 

 
Assignments are due at the beginning of class, and must be typed in 12 point default font, printed in black 
ink, double-spaced, formatted according to MLA guidelines, and stapled. I will not accept them in any 
other form. 

    
4. Grading:  

Attendance/Participation: 15% of total grade 
Informal Writing/Weekly Responses: 10% of total grade  
Essay One (Rhetorical Analysis): 15% of total grade  
Essay Two (Exploration/Process): 20% of total grade  
Essay Three (Exemplification/Research): 20% of total grade 
Essay Four (Personal Statement): 20% of total grade  
 
Here’s the breakdown of letter grades, should you be interested…  
 

   94-100 = A  90-93 = A- 
 87-89 = B+ 83-86 = B 80-82 = B- 
 77-79 = C+ 73-76 = C 70-72 = C- 
 67-69 = D+  63-66 = D 60-62 = D- 
 59 and below = F 
 
Academic Integrity:  

Academic integrity means that the work you do in this class is your own. Using someone else’s work or words 
without citation or recognition is a violation of academic integrity and honor, and it does not represent you well.  
Plagiarism will result in a failing grade for this class—further penalties can include expulsion.  For more information 
regarding plagiarism, please read the UNCW Academic Honor Code in the UNCW Student Handbook. 
 

Office of Disability Services:  
If you have a disability and need reasonable accommodation, please let me know within the first week of class.  
If you have not already done so, you must register with the Office of Disability Services in DePaolo Hall 
(extension 3746) and obtain a copy of your Accommodation Letter. You should then schedule an appointment 
with me to make mutually agreeable arrangements based on the recommendations in your letter.  

 
Cell Phone/Computer Insanity: 

First, if you are on a cell phone or checking your Facebook or playing poker online while you’re in our 
classroom, you are essentially NOT present in class.  Because we only have one hour and fifteen minutes 
together twice a week, it is very important that you focus during those hours.  You have the rest of your life to 
text message or catch up on who has written on your wall, I promise. Thus: using a cell phone, laptop, or tablet 
in-class for reasons other than taking notes, viewing Blackboard documents, or completing other assigned work 
for our class is unacceptable. If you are on a cell phone, you will be marked absent for that day and you will 
lose all participation points for that day.  If the problem is ongoing, other penalties may be applied. 
 
Laptops and tablets may be used in class only to take notes pertaining to our class or to view documents on our Blackboard website.  
Any student who uses a laptop or tablet for any non-classroom activity during class time will not be allowed to use it in class again. 
To be perfectly clear: one violation means no laptop or tablet use. 
 
Finally, I often check email (while not in class), but occasionally emails get lost or buried.  I will do my best to 
get back to you as soon as I can, but if you do not hear back from me within 48 hours, please resend the email 
(or talk to me in class or visit my office during office hours). 

  



Course Outline (subject to change) 
GILA: Global Issues, Local Arguments 
BB: Blackboard handout    

Date Topic Reading Due Writing Due 

Week One: 
Mon. 1.13.14 
 

Introduction to Course 
 

 In-class writing 

Wed. 1.15.14 
 

Unit One: Perspectives 
on the Environment 

GILA: Introduction to Rhetorical Analysis,  
31-37;  
 

 

Fri. 1.17.14 Discuss rhetoric GILA: Chapter Five Introduction, 202-15   

Week Two: 
Mon. 1.20.14 
 

Martin Luther King, Jr., 
holiday: No class 

  

Wed. 1.22.14 Discuss rhetorical 
approaches 

Barlow, “Address to the UN General 
Assembly…,” 215-18 
 

 

Fri. 1.24.14 Discuss rhetorical 
approaches 

Hamilton, “Droughtbusters,” 219-24 
*Extra credit opportunity: 4th Friday exhibit 
at CFCC* 

 

Week Three: 
Mon. 1.27.14 
 

 Postel, “Water for Life,” 224-228 
 

 

Wed. 1.29.14  Film clips: Thirsty  
 

 

Fri. 1.31.14 Discuss Essay One 
assignment/rubric 

GILA: Writing a Summary/Rhetorical  
Analysis, 38-51 

Choose one or two 
essays for Essay One  

Week Four: 
Mon. 2.3.14 
 

Brainstorm/Workshop  Thesis of Essay One 
due  

Wed. 2.5.14 
 

Workshop  Revised thesis and 
paragraph due 

Fri. 2.7.14 Workshop  First draft of Essay 
One due 

Week Five: 
Mon. 2.10.14 

Workshop (cont’d)   

Wed. 2.12.14 
 

Workshop  Second draft of  
Essay One due 

Fri. 2.14.14 Workshop (cont’d)   

Week Six: 
Mon. 2.17.14 
 

Unit Two: Perspectives 
on Human Rights and 
Ending Human 
Trafficking 

GILA: Chapter Eight Introduction, 384-95 
Kara, “Supply and Demand,” 402-10 

Final draft of Essay 
One due 

Wed. 2.19.14 
 

 Kloer, “Sex Trafficking and HIV/AIDS,” 418-
25 

 



Fri. 2.21.14  Wolf, “Sex Trafficking Needs to Be Stopped,” 
426-29; 

 

Week Seven:  
Mon. 2.24.14 
 

 Busza, Castle, Diarra, “Trafficking and  
Health,” 411-16;  

 

Wed. 2.26.14 
 

 Feingold, “Human Trafficking,” 396-402  

Fri. 2.28.14 Discuss Essay Two 
assignment/rubric 

Film clips: Not For Sale  

Week Eight: 
Mon. 3.3.14 

Spring Break: No class Over the break: Read GILA: Writing an 
Argument, 52-67 

 

Wed. 3.5.14 
 

Spring Break: No class   

Fri. 3.7.14 Spring Break: No class   

Week Nine: 
Mon. 3.10.14 
 

Workshop  Thesis and 
paragraph of 
Essay Two due 

Wed. 3.12.14 
 

Workshop  First draft of 
Essay Two due 

Fri. 3.14.14 Workshop (cont’d)   

Week Ten:  
Mon. 3.17.14 
 

Workshop   Second draft of 
Essay Two due 

Wed. 3.19.14 
 

Workshop (cont’d)   

Fri. 3.21.14 Unit Three: 
Perspectives on 
Technology and Human 
Rights 

GILA: Chapter Seven Introduction, 322-32 
Shirky and Gladwell, “An Absence of 
Evidence,” 375-78 

Final draft of 
Essay Two due 

Week Eleven: 
Mon. 3.24.14 

 York, “The Revolutionary Force of Facebook 
and Twitter,” 338-41 
 

 

Wed. 3.26.14 
 

 Hayase, “The Rise of the Occupy 
Insurgency…,” 355-63 

 

Fri. 3.28.14 Discuss Essay Three 
assignment/rubric; topic 
selection 
 

Gladwell, “Small Change,” 341-51 
Calamur, “Twitter Does Not Cause Revolutions, 
People Do,” 363-65 

 

Week Twelve: 
Mon. 3.31.14 

Discuss research/use of 
examples 

 
 

Bring selected 
topic to class 

Wed. 4.2.14 
 

Discuss research/use of 
examples 

  

Fri. 4.4.14 Brainstorm/structure  Bring all research 
to class 



Week Thirteen: 
Mon. 4.7.14 
 

Workshop  Thesis and first 
paragraph of Essay 
Three due 

Wed. 4.9.14 
 

Workshop  First draft of Essay 
Three due 

Fri. 4.11.14 Workshop (cont’d)   

Week Fourteen: 
Mon. 4.14.14 

Workshop  Second draft of  
Essay Three due 

Wed. 4.16.14 Unit Four: Your 
Perspectives  

BB: Examples of “This I Believe” essays  Final draft of Essay 
Three due 

Fri. 4.18.14 State Holiday: No class   

Week Fifteen:  
Mon. 4.21.14 

Discuss Essay Four 
assignment/rubric 

 Thesis of Essay 
Four due (in-class) 

Wed. 4.23.14   Revised thesis and 
first paragraph due 

Fri. 4.25.14 
 

   

Week Sixteen:  
Mon. 4.28.14 

  First draft of Essay 
Four due 

Wed. 4.30.14   Second draft of  
Essay Four due 

Fri. 5.2.14 
8:00-11:00 AM 
 

Final Exam:  
Presentations of  
“This I Believe” essay 

 Essay Four due 

 

 

 
 

 


