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General instructions 

Please read and follow all instructions listed below. You have four hours, from 2pm-6pm, to answer all 
three questions. Please allow time to proofread and spell check your responses prior to submitting your 
completed exam. 

1. Please immediately save this file as yourlastname.doc. You can save the file to your Timmy space 
(Computer>Timmy) or to the My Documents folder on the computer on which you are working. 

2. Please type your name above. 

3. Please provide a complete answer to each of the three questions listed below. Begin each response on 
this file immediately under each question. Please save your work frequently. 

4. In formulating your responses, you can refer to your copy of the texts in question. You cannot refer to 
any paper that you brought into the room, any files on the Web, or any other books, paper or 
electronic.  

5. Please refrain from talking to anyone other than the proctor during the course of the exam. Please turn 
off all electronic devices to avoid disturbing other students. 

6. When you have completed your exam, please send it via email to manningm@uncw.edu. Please do 
not restart your machine or leave the room until the proctor verifies that your exam has been received 
and can be opened successfully. Please keep a copy of your completed exam for your records. 

 

Goals for the comprehensive exam 

When developing and writing your responses, you might keep the departmental goals for the exam in 
mind: 

• Place and examine texts within theoretical, critical, historical, and/or biographical contexts  

• Connect ideas gleaned from multiple courses  

• Write clearly and insightfully in response to questions about texts from various genres 

 

Exam questions 

Question 1 

Discuss two essays from The Changing Same: Black Women’s Literature, Criticism, and Theory. Select 
one essay which analyzes a novel (from chapters 2-6), and one which discusses the history and state of 
black feminist theory (chapter 1 or 9).  

For the literary analysis chapter (chapters 2-6): What are the important features of the historical period 
which affect the production and reception of the novel(s) under review? How does McDowell situate her 
reading of the text (among past critics) and what new insights does McDowell bring to bear in her 
evaluation? If applicable, what correctives or critical illuminations does she add in the self-reflexive 
(italicized) portion of the chapter? 

For the theory chapter (chapter 1 or 9): Discuss McDowell’s evaluation of the state of black feminist 
theory/criticism. What are the major points of contention among scholars? What proposals does 



2 
 

McDowell make regarding methods or practice of theory? If applicable, what corrective or historical 
illumination does she add in the self-reflexive (italicized) portion of the chapter? 

Response: 

 

Question 2 

In the final chapter of Image Politics, Kevin DeLuca argues that 

“Radical environmental groups are operating in what can be described as a postmodern social field. The 
characteristics of such a field offer significant advantages to radical environmental groups, not the least of 
which is the distrust of grand narratives like progress and the valorization of the local. There are, 
however, political disadvantages to a postmodern social field. Key among these is time-space 
compression (Harvey, 1989), which results in what Katherine Hayles (1990) terms the ‘denaturing of 
context’” (152). 

Define and situate DeLuca’s vision of a “postmodern social field” as it informs image events from two of 
the organizations profiled in Image Politics. Be sure to note how ideographs inform and complicate the 
image events you choose to discuss. 

Response: 

 
 
Question 3 

“I demand a creature of another sex, but as hideous as myself: the gratification is small, but it is all that I 
can receive, and it shall content me. It is true, we shall be monsters, cut off from all the world; but on that 
account we shall be more attached to one another. Our lives will not be happy, but they will be harmless, 
and free from the misery I now feel” (120). 

Although Frankenstein is certainly a novel of ideas, a cautionary tale regarding the uses of science, and 
demonstrates the conceit of the isolated Romantic ego of genius, it is also a novel of feeling. Availing 
yourself of at least one critical approach, (taken from psychoanalysis, genre theory, queer theory, feminist 
theory, etc.) and/or the historical context of the author or the time and place the novel was produced, 
intelligently and critically discuss the creature’s desire and demand for another with whom to sympathize. 
In order to make your argument substantial, you should examine, discuss, and connect at least three spots 
in the text (you may use the scene from which this excerpt was taken if you like, though you are not 
bound to it or to only others containing the creature for that matter) in which you see a desire and demand 
for sympathy at work. Your essay should thus address how you determine the desire and demand for 
sympathy working in the excerpts you choose, and it should also follow the implications of what you find 
for reading the larger text. 

Response: 

 


