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General instructions 

Please read and follow all instructions listed below. You have four hours, from 2pm-6pm, to answer all 

three questions. Please allow time to proofread and spell check your responses prior to submitting your 

completed exam. 

1. Please type your name above and immediately save this file as yourlastname.docx. You can save the 

file to your Timmy space (Computer>Timmy) or to the My Documents folder on the computer on 

which you are working. 

2. Please provide a complete answer to each of the three questions listed below. Begin each response on 

this file immediately under each question. Please save your work frequently. 

3. In formulating your responses, you can refer to your copy of the texts in question. You cannot refer to 

any paper that you brought into the room, any files on the Web, or any other books, paper or 

electronic.  

4. Please refrain from talking to anyone other than the proctor during the course of the exam. Please turn 

off all electronic devices to avoid disturbing other students. You can leave the room to go to the 

restroom; however, you cannot leave the first floor of Bear Hall except in the case of an emergency. 

5. When you have completed your exam, please send it via email to brittm@uncw.edu and 

reillyc@uncw.edu. Please do not restart your machine or leave the room until the proctor verifies that 

your exam has been received and can be opened successfully. Please keep a copy of your completed 

exam for your records. 

 

Goals for the comprehensive exam 

When developing and writing your responses, you might keep the departmental goals for the exam in 

mind: 

 Place and examine texts within theoretical, critical, historical, and/or biographical contexts  

 Connect ideas gleaned from multiple courses  

 Write clearly and insightfully in response to questions about texts from various genres 

 

Exam questions 

Question 1 

Drawing on at least two of the critical readings in the Norton Critical Edition of Edmund Spenser‟s The 

Fairie Queene, develop a definition of allegory that is helpful for reading and interpreting the poem‟s first 

book.  

Then use this definition in analyzing two episodes from book I, one chosen from cantos i-vi and one 

chosen from cantos vii-xii. For each episode, give some idea of the different levels on which the allegory 

is working and its meaning on each level. In the course of your discussion, provide some indications of 

how Spenser‟s poem participates in the Elizabethan Age.   
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Response: 

 

Question 2 

Pamela Clemit and Gina Luria Walker conclude their introduction to Godwin‟s Memoirs of the Author of 

a Vindication of the Rights of Woman by recalling the feminist historian Joan Scott‟s assessment of the 

book: “The Memoirs are designed to stimulate us to make new „uses‟ of Wollstonecraft through its 

portrayal of her as an agent of reform, through its representations of the contested categories of „male‟ 

and „female‟ as Godwin and Wollstonecraft tried to rethink them, and through its lyrical evocation of 

their shared „experiment‟ in living” (36).   

Within the Memoirs, how does Godwin challenge gender stereotypes in his characterization of Mary 

Wollstonecraft and/or his narrative voice?  Your essay should explore in depth at least three moments 

within the text in which Godwin and/or Wollstonecraft transgress typical constructions of gender, and 

explain the significance of these transgressions in the reader‟s understanding of the work.  

Response: 

 

 

Question 3 

Drawing on the text Authority in Language: Investigating Standard English by James & Leslie Milroy 

(1998), define the notion of standardization and describe in detail how the school system and related 

social institutions are responsible for prescriptive language ideologies that suppress what would otherwise 

be equally acceptable varieties of English.  

What do the authors suggest are steps towards changing negative language stereotypes and accepting 

linguistic diversity across the US and UK? And how might administrators implement these changes in 

English classrooms without sacrificing standardized spoken varieties of English that characterize certain 

genres of writing and literature? 

Response: 


