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Instructions for Applying for Admission to the UNCW Film Studies Major 
 

Academic Gateway Requirements for the Film Studies Major 
Students seeking admission to the film studies (FST) major must first declare a pre-film 
studies (PFST) major, enabling them to enroll in FST 200. Students who earn a “B+” or 
better in FST 200 will be admitted automatically to the FST major. Students who earn a “B” 
or below in FST 200 may compete for a limited number of seats in the FST major by 
submitting an application. 
 
For purposes of admission to the FST major, the department only credits students’ first 
registered grade in FST 200 (i.e., in the admissions process, the department will not credit 
grades earned upon repeating the course). 
 
Instructions for Applying to the PFST Major 
Students apply to the PFST major through the “major declaration” page in Seaport.  
Declaring a PFST major signals to the department a student’s intention to major in film 
studies and enables students to enroll in FST 200, which determines admission to the FST 
major. 
 
Instructions for Applying to the FST Major 
The application procedure depends upon students’ grades in FST 200: 

1. Applicants who earned a B+ or better in FST 200 are admitted automatically to 
the FST major. Such students should enroll in FST 201 and 205 during pre-
registration. No further action is necessary. 

2. Applicants who earned a B or lower in FST 200 must compete for a limited 
number of seats in the FST major. In addition to enrolling in FST 201 and 205 
during pre-registration, such students must also submit an application by email, 
after their final grade in FST 200 has posted on Seanet. The submission deadline 
is the Sunday after Commencement. 

 
Students who Earn a B or lower in FST 200: Application Information and Criteria 
Students who earn a B or lower in FST 200 and who wish to major in film studies must 
complete an application, which may be found on the film studies department website, and 
submit it as an email attachment to fstapplication@uncw.edu.  Shortly after the submission 
deadline, applicants will receive a confirmation email.  If they do not receive confirmation, 
their application has not been received. 
 
The application includes an essay, of 300 words or fewer, that answers the following 
question: What do you intend to learn as a Film Studies major? 
 
Department faculty use the following criteria to evaluate applicants: 

 Grade in FST 200 

 Other grades 

 Writing ability 

 Dedication and suitability to the study of film 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

I am currently taking FST 200. Should I enroll in FST 201 and 205 during pre-
registration, before I have been admitted to the FST major? 
Yes. Failure to pre-register for FST 201 and 205 will delay students’ progress in the Film 
Studies major. Seats in the courses will not be held for students who do not enroll during 
pre-registration. 
 
FST 201 and 205 must be taken concurrently. When registering, students must enter both 
courses’ CRN numbers together in the series of “ADD” boxes so as to register for the 
courses simultaneously.  If students attempt to enroll in the courses separately, they will 
receive a message that they have not met the prerequisite/co-requisite for the course. 
 
The department will remove students enrolled in FST 201 and 205 who are not admitted to 
the FST major. 
 
What if I don’t want to take FST 201 and 205 in the semester immediately following 
FST 200? 
Under normal circumstances, students take FST 201 and 205 immediately after taking FST 
200 because FST 201 and 205 are required for almost all other film studies courses.  
However, under special circumstances, some students may need to defer taking FST 201 
and 205. At least one week before completing FST 200, such students should email the 
Film Studies Academic Coordinator, Dr. Sue Richardson (richardsongr@uncw.edu), about 
their plans to defer taking FST 201 and 205, indicating the semester in which they plan to 
take the courses.   
 
Students who earn a B or lower in FST 200 should still submit an application to the FST 
major at the end of the semester in which they take FST 200, even if they plan to defer 
taking FST 201 and 205. 
 
When may students who earn a B or lower in FST 200 submit applications to the FST 
major? 
Students may submit applications to the FST major as soon as their grade in FST 200 has 
posted to Seanet. The submission deadline is the day after Commencement at 11:59 pm.  
 
Students must apply to the FST major within one semester after completing FST 200. That 
is, a student may apply to the FST major at the end of the semester in which they are taking 
FST 200 or during the following semester (excluding summer sessions). In either case, the 
deadline is always the day after Commencement. 
 
The time between grades posting on Seanet and the application deadline may be just a few 
days or shorter.  Given the short timeframe, we suggest that students write their application 
essay in advance, if they think they might earn a B or lower in FST 200. The essay question 
is indicated above. 
 
What happens after students apply for admission to the FST major? 
A review committee of department faculty determines admission to the FST major. The 
committee forwards the names of admitted students to the Registrar, who registers students 
in the FST major. 
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When does the review committee meet to determine admission to the FST major? 
The committee meets twice each year, shortly after the December and May commencement 
ceremonies.  
 
How and when will students be notified of the review committee’s decision? 
Within a week of the review committee’s meeting, applicants who earned a B or lower in 
FST 200 will receive notification, through their UNCW email accounts, of their acceptance or 
rejection. Applicants who earn a B+ or better in FST 200 are admitted automatically to the 
FST major and receive no notification. 
 
What happens after the review committee admits students to the FST major? 
The Registrar will automatically enroll admitted applicants in the FST major. When 
registration is open, FST majors may then enroll, through Seanet, in courses open to FST 
majors who have taken the proper pre-requisites.  
 
Can the committee review a student’s application before grades in FST 200 have 
posted? 
No. 
 
Can I apply again to the FST major if I earned a B or lower in FST 200 and my first 
application is rejected? 
Yes. You may apply twice to the FST major, as long as you do so within one semester after 
having completed FST 200 and before the submission deadline. 
 
What is the procedure for applying a second time to the FST major? 
Before the submission deadline, you should submit a new application by email. 
 
Can students appeal a rejection of admission to the FST major? 
No. Decisions of the faculty review committee are final.   
 
Can transfer grades be used for admission to the FST major if a student has 
completed a course similar to FST 200 at another institution?  
No. Students must complete film studies core courses (FST 200, 201, and 205) at UNCW. 
 
Can students retake FST 200 and use the new grade for admission to the major? 
No. For purposes of admission to the major, the department only credits grades obtained 
upon taking FST 200 the first time. However, students who withdraw from FST 200 during 
the withdrawal period may complete the course in another semester and use the grade to 
apply to the FST major. Students who withdraw after the withdrawal period and receive a 
WF may not apply to the FST major. 
 
If I am already another major and I am admitted to the FST major, do I become a 
double major? 
Yes.  If you want to major only in Film Studies, you must drop your other major. You may 
drop a major through Seaport. 
 
What if I complete FST 200 and don’t want to be a film studies major? 
Since all students in FST 200 must first declare a PFST major, the department assumes 
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that all students in the course intend to major in film studies. 
 
If you earned a B+ or better in FST 200, the department will arrange for you to be 
automatically admitted to the FST major.  If you do not wish to major in film studies, you 
may drop the major through Seaport. 
 
If you earned a B or lower in FST 200 and do not wish to be a film studies major, then the 
department will not admit you to the major without your application.  If you registered for 
FST 201 and 205, you should un-enroll yourself from those courses.   
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