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Film and Philosophy  FST 369: Special Topics in Film Studies 
This unit considers the intimate relationship between film and philosophy through  close examinations of key philosophical and 
theoretical writings on film (incorporating hermeneutic, phenomenological, ontological, psychoanalytic, cognitivist and aesthetic 
approaches). Treating cinema as a philosophical medium in its own right, the unit explores the ways in which philosophical concepts 
have been taken up and addressed by film, as well as considering  the ways in which cinema has in turn influenced philosophy. 

Film and Drama  FST 369: Special Topics in Film Studies 
This unit offers a survey of one or more of the following: drama, drama on film and film drama. It will examine key concepts in 
cinema theory, dramatic form and film production. Comparison may be made between theatre texts and film adaptations related to 
the work of specific dramatists; or drama texts may be considered in themselves (often with the screening of filmed versions of 
these dramas).  Alternatively, film itself will be considered as a distinct dramatic form whose contours will be traced in relation to the 
work of important directors. Viewing films will form an integral part of this unit and students will be expected to attend screenings of 
films as well as a lecture and tutorial. 

Media and Visual Cultures  FST 369: Special Topics in Film Studies 

In contemporary society, knowledge is increasingly produced and communicated through visual media. How individuals and 
organizations use visual images and media to represent themselves requires interpretation. Issues to be studied will address key 
competencies required of individuals in their professional and personal lives, such as: How does one interpret the flow of images 
presented in daily life in media, including newspapers, books, the web, television and film? What is the relation of images in fine art 
(painting, drawing and sculpture) to new media? Students will learn methodologies to answer these questions with critical insight 
and informed judgment. 
 


