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 The News 
NEW SLETTER OF  T HE  DE P A RT ME NT  O F FOREI GN  

L A NG UA GE S A ND L ITE RA TURES  

UNI VE RS IT Y O F NO RT H CA ROL I NA  AT  W ILMI NGT ON  

We offer B.A. degrees in Spanish, Spanish for Teacher Licensure, French, 

French for Teacher Licensure, and German Studies. On the graduate level we 

offer a Certificate Program in Spanish, a Master of Arts in Spanish, and a 3+2 

Bachelor/Master combination. Additionally students can minor in Spanish, 

French, German, and Russian Studies.  

The Department of 

Foreign Languages is 

flourishing and growing! 

First we are now settled 

into the north wing of 

Leutze Hall which 

houses faculty offices, 

our graduate student 

offices and the 

International Studies 

Office. This much 

needed space has 

brought us from being 

spread over 6 buildings 

to only 2. We are also 

proud of the growth of 

our graduate program under the direction of Dr. Brian 

Chandler. We now have 21 graduate students in Spanish 

who, in addition to their degree work, assist us in the 

Spanish Conversation Center and who teach basic language 

classes under the supervision of our faculty.  

This year three of our faculty members were awarded tenure 

and promotion to associate professor. We congratulate      

Dr. Amrita Das, Dr. Brian Chandler and Dr. Jess Boersma at 

this pivotal point in their careers!  The French section 

successfully completed their search for an assistant 

professor in Francophone Studies. Prof. Greta Bliss is 

completing her Ph.D. at the University of Minnesota this 

spring and will join us in the fall as our newest tenure-track 

colleague. She is fluent in Arabic and will add much to our 

curriculum.   
 
Additional accomplishments of our faculty and students 
follow in this newsletter, but I would like to highlight the 
fact that this year our faculty has obtained a record number 
of grants. While this is commonplace for the science fields, 
it is not so common for those of us in the Humanities. Dr. 
Jess Boersma and his team of interdisciplinary scholars 
received  $80,000 grant to establish UNCW´s Team for 
Interdisciplinary Global Research. Prof. Yoko Kano 
received a grant of $24,497 in September from the 
Freedman Foundation for a multi-year initiative to 
encourage and facilitate teaching and learning about East 
Asia in world history, geography, social studies, literature 
courses, etc. at elementary and secondary schools.  Finally, 
Prof. Roza Starodubtseva received a grant of $99,980 for her 
Russian language immersion program “Travel around 
Russia.”  The program is a resident summer camp for 
students in grades 6-12 and will take place on our campus 
on June 17th to 29th this summer.  I am pleased to see our 
faculty reaching beyond the classroom in widening our 
educational mission.  

Chair Letter from Dr. Raymond Burt 

www.uncw.edu/fll 

An EEO/AA Institution 



Languages 
French 

 In 2011-2012, French majors and minors took some of these exciting  

upper-division courses drawn from faculty research: France and the East, 

French Phonetics and Pronunciation, Advanced Conversation, France Now!  

 

 Our chapter of Pi Delta Phi, the National French Honor Society, continues to 

expand.  
 

 This year, the French Club led weekly meetings and events. Under the 

guidance and the support of advisor Caroline Hudson, the Club held regular 

conversation sessions and has met for film viewings, game nights, crêpe 

brunches and potluck picnics. The Club also organized a promotional night 

for study abroad and a “Meet your professors’ Night.” Because of its 

dynamism, the French Club was granted a monetary award from the Student 

Government Association to 

supplement the Club’s 

operational budget.  

 

• Students of French took on a variety of faculty-led 

research projects, including one on “Distinctions between 

Standard French and Haitian Créole”.  

 

 Students participated in internships at various locations 

including the Children’s Museum of Wilmington. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Our students participated in several study abroad 

programs in France in order to master French, gain 

cross-cultural competency and become global citizens, 

choosing among an exciting palette of summer 

programs, semester- and year-long programs, as well  

as the two-year TABSA program at Euromed in 

Marseille which offers the possibility of earning a dual 

degree from UNCW and from our partner institution in 

France. 

 

• 12 students enrolled in an Honors Class traveled to Paris for Spring Break with Professor Juall. 

 

• Other majors and minors studied abroad in Nantes, Angers, Grenoble, Lille, and Aix-Marseille. 
  



Languages 
French Continued  

 The UNC Consortium Program in Paris, organized by UNCW for more than two decades, welcomed our 

students into courses such as French language at the Sorbonne, Paris: Capital of World Cinema, 19th and 

20th Century French Art and Literature, and French 

Political Science. 

  

 In June and July 2012, 27 UNCW students travelled to 

Southern France where they studied French in 

Marseille at the Euromed Business School during 

Summer Session II with French faculty leader 

Caroline Hudson. The students benefitted from a 

rigorous academic program, including upper-level 

French language classes (FRH 301: French 

Conversion) and a course focused on the local culture 

of Marseille (FRH 394: A Summer in Marseille).  Six 

students even took the option to participate in an 

internship offered on the Euromed campus. Other 

students also took business classes offered by UNCW 

faculty and local French professors.   

 

Outside of classes students participated in various cultural outings, including a visit to a century-old perfume 

maker, taking in the arts at the world-famous modern art museum Fondation Maeght, and visiting numerous 

cities such as Nice and Monaco as well as typical small villages from the region of Provence such as  

Saint-Paul-de-Vence. Students were also given the opportunity to explore on their own, and discover the 

region and other parts of the country.  

 

The success of the 2012 Summer Session in Marseille can be measured by the fact that some returning 

students are now looking at studying in France for an entire semester in fall 2013 and by the fact that 

applications for the overall Marseille program for 

summer 2013 reached a record of 46 students. 

 

 Our recent graduates were chosen to pursue 

advanced degrees in law, medicine, pharmacy school, 

and speech pathology. Others also went on to join 

graduate programs in the humanities (English, French, 

Spanish, history, art history and student affairs) or have 

begun careers with import-export businesses, the U.S. 

government and the U.S. military.  



Languages 
German  

The German section has been busy over the past year and accomplished several items of note: in addition to 

his duties as department chair, Raymond Burt has taken an active role in the University of North Carolina 

Language Assembly, a newly formed group of foreign language faculty from across the UNC institutions 

dedicated to developing and promoting innovative means of sharing language resources across campuses, 

especially through online and consortial agreements. He also led a group of students on our annual Intensive 

Summer German Language Course in Bonn and Bremen, Germany. Olga Trokhimenko has been awarded a 

research reassignment for the Fall 2013 semester, and she recently supervised the honors thesis for our 

German major Thomas Jones titled "Trauer und Treue: eine Studie von Geschlechtspolitik in Gottfrieds von 

Strassburg Tristan." Mr. Jones's thesis was an ambitious study of emotional culture and the politics of gender 

in a difficult, medieval German classic. Derrick Miller and Raymond Burt also served on the thesis 

committee. Derrick Miller won election to serve on the MLA Delegate Assembly, which is the governing 

body for the professional organization for foreign language faculty members in the US and Canada. Lee 

Tatum developed a new online version of German 209 "German in Translation" and continued to offer her 

online sections of introductory German, and David Graber and Gisela Reid continued to serve as the face of 

the German section to many first-time students of German in our introductory courses. 

 

Japanese 

                          Photo from Skype Japan 

JapaneseJapanese  

GrantGrant  

 

Yoko Kano has received 

$24,997 from the Freeman 

Foundation to offer seminars 

on East Asia for K-12 teachers 

in North Carolina. 

 

Randall Library with the help 

of Yoko Kano, have applied to 

the Japan Foundation book 

donation grant and received  79 

books on Japan  in January, 

2013!   

STUDY ABROAD:  

For the first time in fifteen years,  

a six-credit intensive summer on-line  

language course with the ten-day trip to 

Japan will start this summer 2013. The 

students will stay in Kyoto and have a day 

trip to Osaka and Nara, and spend a weekend 

with their Japanese homestay family in Mie. 

They  will experience the ancient and modern 

faces of Japan and establish friendship with 

our Japanese peers by exploring the day trips 

in Japan together and through their language 

assistance.  

OUTREACH:  
This will be the 

second year that 

Yoko Kano 

(Japanese lecturer 

and director of 

North Carolina 

Teaching Asia 

Network) will work 

with North Carolina 

Center for 

Advancement of 

Teaching (NCCAT) 

to offer  the  four-

day residential 

seminar on East 

Asia to K-12 

teachers in North 

Carolina.  One of 

the sessions will be 

also shared with 

teachers in other 

states via 

videoconferencing. 

 One of the 

highlights is the 

discussion with K-

12 teachers in Asia 

(Japan and China) 

via Skype (shown 

in the photo). 

CONFERENCES:  
 In September 2012, we hosted the annual 
conference of  The Southern Atlantic States 
Association for Asian and African Studies 
(SASASAAS) at UNCW campus.  In 
January, 2013 The Southeast Conference of 
the Association for Asian Studies (SEC/
AAS) was held at Hilton in downtown 
Wilmington.  Many scholars have visited 
UNCW and Wilmington this academic year 
to conduct great learning and discussion on 
Asia.  



Languages 
Portuguese 

 

 The UNC Portuguese Consortium shared its first real-time 

classes through teleconference meetings with Appalachian State 

University. 

 

 At UNCW, full classrooms of Introductory Portuguese and a 

growing number of continuing levels made up the steady demand 

for presential instruction—classes will be offered also during 

Summer 2013 I and II. 

 Through a task-based language-teaching methodology—for the completion of information, opinion,  

cognitive gaps and meaningful language exchange made fit for each learning level—UNCW Portuguese  

students have enjoyed the opportunity to produce pragmatic results that harmonized the acquisition of linguistic 

skills with cultural awareness in written and verbal forms. 

 

 Besides daily class performance of oral, written, listening, and 

reading practice and in addition to three written tests that include 

My Lab listening portions, students produced three formal spoken 

dialogues with one another and delivered three formal Power 

Point presentations to the whole class which in turn were ranked 

by the audience of 

students. 

 

 

 In one of the final activities, students created both a cultural 

blog recorded on Blackboard, in which they posted for and  

exchanged with each other comments of materials viewed during 

the semester. 

 

 

 On the other final activity students created a Portfolio  

collecting Power Point slides highlighting items seen in all  

lessons, parts of which comprise their final exam presentation. 

 

 Both of these evaluations summarize students’ holistic  

understanding and use of language and cultural elements. 

 

 Fluency, content absorption, and a progressive boost of self                        

                                                                              -reliance in communicating in another language are some of          

                                                                               the results attested at the end of each semester. 

Porto 

Lisbon 

São Paulo  

Rio de Janeiro   



Languages 

Russian 
The UNCW Russian program continues to grow. Our biggest news is 

receiving a nearly six-figure grant for launching a Russian language 

summer camp! (see box) In other news, in addition to our face-to-

face classes we now are able to offer first-semester Russian online, 

with a second-semester course soon to be added. Our online 

exchange program with Siberian university SUSU has expanded to 

encompass Facebook and Google+ video interaction via social 

media. And this year we had 20 students volunteer to staff the 

Russian booth at the Intercultural Festival – a record for us!  

 
 

Russian lecturer Roza Starodubtseva has received a grant of $99,980 

for a Russian language immersion program for children. The 

program, “Travel around Russia”, is a resident summer camp for 

students in grades 6-12 and will take place on the UNCW campus 

this summer. It is designed to tie in various aspects of Russian 

language and culture to provide the students with Russian cultural 

immersion and give them an opportunity to learn the basics of 

Russian language without having to travel overseas. The students 

will learn about Russia’s climate zones and have practical 

comparative experience, visiting Wilmington Ice House for a 

glimpse of Siberia and visiting the beach for an idea of Black Sea 

resort. They receive 132 hours of instruction over the 12 days of the 

camp. 

Starodubtseva saw a need and sought to fill it by creating the summer 

Russian language camp. In Wilmington, there is a growing population of 

students who were raised in mixed families with some Russian exposure, 

including children adopted from Russia by American families, as well as 

Russian-origin families whose children do not have adequate exposure to 

their native language. While many families want to keep their children 

engaged in learning their native language and culture, most schools in the 

state do not offer any Russian except via distance education.  

We are hoping it will become an annual program! 

 

From the materials sent to area schools: 

The “Travel around Russia” residential summer camp on the UNCW campus 

is a great opportunity for students of grades 7-12 to experience Russian 

language and culture without having to travel overseas.  

 

We are very excited to inform you that the Russian Language and Culture 

Immersion program Travel around Russia is going to take place this summer 

on the UNCW campus. It has been approved and funded by STARTALK, a 

government initiative to increase the number of Americans learning critical 

need languages. This program is a great opportunity for middle and high 

school students to learn the basics of the language from native speakers and 

professional instructors, and to be exposed to authentic Russian traditions,  

                                                                         folklore, cinema, and cuisine.  



Graduate Program in Spanish 

Languages 

 

 

This has been an exciting year for the 

graduate program in Spanish as we have 

continued to grow to a record number of 

over 20 participants in the M.A. program.  

This year we also welcomed the first 

cohort of highly advanced seniors 

Mourghan Mencio, Emily Sena, and Rosie 

Swinehart into our new 3/2 Combined 

Bachelor’s and Master’s Degree Program.  

This innovative program is designed to 

provide qualified students the means to 

complete the requirements for both 

degrees in a period of five years. A key 

feature of the program is that a student can 

count up to 12 hours of graduate-level 

courses in order to fulfill requirements for 

the B.A. and use those same 12 credits 

toward the M.A. in Spanish.  Given the 

growth in our program we have expanded 

our course offerings, allowing students 

more choices in building a personalized 

graduate course of study. 

 

In addition to pursuing coursework, our graduate teaching assistants have been supporting and enriching the 

undergraduate curriculum by working with Spanish students in the Spanish Conversation Center as well as  

co-teaching in our introductory and intermediate Spanish classes.  As well as the six students currently  

co-teaching, this semester Melanie Forehand and Greg Lewis are teaching SPN 120 classes.  The Spanish 

Conversation Center is staffed solely by our graduate teaching assistants.  During the fall semester of 2012 alone, 

our teaching assistants provided 51, 649 minutes of Spanish conversation to students of all levels!   

Working alongside faculty, our students have been engaged in original and meaningful research.  Among this 

year’s highlights of student research and accomplishments:  

 

Melanie Forehand was awarded the highly competitive Brauer Fellowship to conduct research at the Centro de  

Estudios Constitucionales and the National Archives in Madrid, Spain.  Melanie is researching with Dr. Jess  

Boersma regarding how power is consolidated in the Spanish president’s office through the manipulation of 

constitutional safeguards and the encroachment into the other branches of government. Their project demonstrates 

the Executive’s increasing control over Spanish media coverage, Parliamentary legislation and the Constitutional  

Tribunal’s decisions. 



Languages 

 

Greg Lewis is working with  

Dr. Amanda Boomershine to research 

the role of syllabic stress in the voicing 

of word-final /s/ in Spanish.  Greg 

conducted field recordings at the 

Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana 

in Xochimilco, Mexico.  He and Dr. 

Boomershine presented their findings 

with "The Voicing of Word-Final /s/: 

The Role of Syllabic Stress" at 

the Mountain Interstate Foreign  

Language Conference in October, 

2012 as well as at the "Deletion of 

Word-Final /s/ in the Spanish of 

Mexico City" at the Conference on Spanish Linguistics in North Carolina in January, 2013. Greg was awarded a 

Graduate Student Travel Award to support the presentation of his research.   They are currently writing about 

their findings and plan to submit them for publication. 

David Mesa Muñoz presented his research on the role of language, class, and power relations in Lorca’s tragedy 

La casa de Bernarda Alba at the Carolina Conference on Romance Literatures in April, 2013. His paper entitled 

“Lenguaje y clase en La casa de Bernarda Alba” offers a new reading of the play in which Poncia’s role is 

reexamined through an analysis of the characters’ language, Andalusian regionalism, and Lorca’s political 

views. 

Cate Alvarez, Deanna Deibel, Melanie Forehand, Erika Hollingsworth, and David Mesa Muñoz have been 

working alongside Dr. Jess Boersma to form the Iberian Studies Research Group, researching issues related to 

the  

Autonomous Communities and Spanish nationalism.   Each student is investigating a different facet of the 

central topic that is related to his or her area of interest. Projects include women’s rights, Basque identity, the 

relationship between Cataluña and Spain, and the inequalities that result from regional autonomy.  

Nieka “Sean” Wright Memorial Scholarship: Congratulations to Megan Koelb who received the first Nieka 

"Sean" Wright Memorial Scholarship.  Many thanks to Dr. Amanda Boomershine and the graduate students that 

helped to raise funds for this scholarship in Sean's honor.  To learn more about the scholarship and how to 

donate, please visit http://www.uncw.edu/fll/spanish/SeanWrightScholarship.html 

Graduate Program in Spanish 

http://www.uncw.edu/fll/spanish/SeanWrightScholarship.html


FLL Study Abroad Programs 
Chile Study Abroad 

 

The Chile summer study abroad program offers intermediate 

level Spanish students an opportunity to study in, and explore, 

one of the world’s most beautiful countries. Used as a model by 

the Office of International Programs, the Chile program  

combines a strong academic component with total cultural  

immersion.   

 

Created by program director and resident instructor Valerie 

Rider,  we are now in our eleventh consecutive year.  The  

lovely cities of Valparaíso and Viña del Mar - right on the  

Pacific Ocean- are home base, but part of our program´s charm 

is that our students travel off the beaten path –sometimes way 

off!—and open their eyes, hearts, and minds, in ways they 

couldn’t have imagined before leaving the U.S.   

 

While the courses, SPN 302 and SPN 303 are lively, interesting,    

challenging  –and grant 6 UNCW credits!—students report that 

some of the most rewarding aspects of Chile study abroad are the 

close, loving bonds they form with their Chilean host families, and 

the extraordinary excursions we make!  Here is just a sampling of 

where we go and what we do:  a visit to a alpaca-raising ranch; an 

excursion to an champion equestrian center; a morning with Doña 

Blanca, a Huilliche who teaches us about one of  southern Chile’s 

indigenous cultures through food, music, and a primer on fishing 

and farming; a day spent learning about Chilean wine production 

from grape to goblet; and an all-day hike through  La Campana, 

one of Chile’s breathtaking 

national parks.  At hike’s end, everyone gathers for a well-deserved asado 

(giant barbecue with everything!) and music under the stars. 

 

This past year, our Chile Study Abroad Program enchanted all 26 program 

participants, but special mention must be made of Cierra Caulder, Jeremy 

Deal, Megan Taig-Johnston and Kayla Wingard.  These four “chiles”  

returned to Wilmington so delighted with their experience, they  

immediately made plans to return for a full semester, which is where they 

are right now!    

 

Information about Chile Study Abroad can be found at http://

people.uncw.edu/riderv/chile.htm, or by contacting program director  

Valerie Rider at riderv@uncw.edu.  ¡Viva Chile!  

http://people.uncw.edu/riderv/chile.htm
http://people.uncw.edu/riderv/chile.htm
mailto:riderv@uncw.edu


FLL Study Abroad Programs 
Spain Study Abroad 

In 2012, Ms. Jara conducted the Spain Study Abroad program 

that took 10 outstanding students to the beautiful town of 

Úbeda in southern Spain. Each student stayed with a host 

family and became a member of the family and the 

community. The program took place during the first summer 

session, where students took Spanish 302 (reading) and 303 

(conversation).  The opportunities the program gave students 

to immerse in the wonderful Spanish culture were countless.   

 

We read lots of fantastic classic and modern literature pieces, 

practiced conversation daily with local students and met with 

local residents to enjoy the beautiful town and learn about 

their traditions and culture.  Other activities students enjoyed 

during their stay were learning how to make pottery with Paco Tito, a renowned potter, whose museum has been 

declared a world heritage site by UNESCO. One of the visits 

included an olive oil factory where students observed how 

olive oil is made.   

 

Olive oil is the main product in the region and the outskirts 

feature the most gorgeous landscape made of an endless 

ocean of olive trees. It is like nothing none of the students 

had seen before. During this visit students learned that olive 

oil is not only used to cook, it is used to make many other 

wonderful products. They were highly surprised when they 

sampled olive oil on bread with sugar and it tasted just like 

honey.  Students truly enjoyed dancing flamenco and 

sevillanas (local dances).  In addition, on three different 

weekends they traveled to the cities of Granada, Cádiz and 

Madrid .  In Granada they visited the magnificent Alhambra 

and watched flamenco in the Sacromonte Caves. In Cádiz they learned a lot about Christopher  

Columbus and his trips to America and relaxed at the beach. In Madrid, they enjoyed art at its best by visiting the 

magnificent museums and theaters of La Gran Vía, ate fantastic tapas and simply relaxed at the many local cafes and 

bars.   

 

However, there was no city like Úbeda that with its history, 

renaissance beauty, crowed cafes, delicious tapas, nice people, 

warm weather and blue skies charmed everyone. Úbeda truly 

became home to all.  This trip was indeed a life- changing 

experience for everyone. Ms. Jara is so proud of this group that 

grew to be a family and learned so much, enjoyed so much and 

created unforgettable memories.  

 

For more Information about the Úbeda Program, please visit our 

program’s website Click here. For questions, please contact Ms. 

Jara at jaram@uncw.edu .  ¡Vamos a España!  

http://people.uncw.edu/riderv/Spain2013/Website/Summer_Spain.1.htm
mailto:jaram@uncw.edu


FLL Study Abroad Programs 
Spain Study Abroad Participants 

 

I chose to go on this particular trip because I really enjoyed Profe Jara's class 

which I had taken the previous semester and I wanted to be able to see the  

beautiful historic cities of Spain while learning Spanish, experiencing the culture 

and earning class credit. 

 

I learned that people in other countries are not so different from the states.  

Cultural differences are always visible but the people I came to know on the trip 

would be my friends no matter where I would have met them. 

 

I would recommend the trip to other students because you can never really 

know a place unless you go there and experience everything it has to offer. 

Aside from the learning in the classroom, the submersion in the culture really 

added to my knowledge of Spanish and widened my worldview. 

Michael Byrd 

Junior 

Spanish Major 

From Wilmington. NC 

Hannah Cheek 

Rising Sophomore 

 Nursing major / 

Spanish minor 

From Apex, NC  

I wanted to take my Spanish to the next level, classrooms are great, but nothing can 

beat really getting out there are speaking with natives.  

 

After I came back from Spain, I noticed that I lost my hesitation to speak to others in 

Spanish, I wasn’t as afraid to make mistakes. Also, I started to think in Spanish a lot 

more, it just seemed natural. 

 

Traveling abroad is about much more than learning a language, it’s about seeing the 

world through someone else’s eyes, it’s understanding that we are all one big global 

family. The experience will absolutely change your life. 

I had never been on an airplane and Spain has always been one of my desired 

travel destinations. Since it was a small faculty led program it seemed like a  

perfect experience.  

 

I learned to stop and observe the world around me and to realize that there may 

be different ways of living but we are all in fact human as well as to embrace and 

embody the culture and way of life of the people around you.   

 

I would recommend this experience to others because it is a great way to practice 

the Spanish language and to truly experience what it is like to live in the beautiful 

southern town of Ubeda, Spain! 

Abigail Hernandez 

Junior  

Elementary Education  
From Leland, NC 



FLL Study Abroad Programs 
Spain Study Abroad Participants 

 
 

I always wanted to go to Spain. Learning Spanish was the reason my parents 

would help pay for it. 

 

I loved learning about another culture and seeing things through another  

perspective while learning a new language. 

 

It's a great chance to experience a new life and to get out of your own head. 

Skylar Elizabeth Lewis 

Rising Junior 

MD Psychology major 

From Chesapeake Beach 

 I really wanted to experience what it was like to be fully immersed in a  

different culture and I wanted to better my Spanish skills.  

 

 I loved seeing the enormous amount of history all around me and I had the 

most amazing host family anyone could ask for.  

 

This is the optimum time in your life to travel and see the world while there 

are so many resources available to you. Living with a family and seeing a 

foreign country is a once in a lifetime experience and it will be the most  

incredible experience of your life.  

I have always loved to travel and I wanted to study Spanish abroad. I liked that this  

program was over the summer and was faculty led. Also after having class with Profe Jara I 

knew that I would have a fantastic learning experience.  

 

This experience was life changing. I fell in love with Spain and the Spanish culture. The 

food was delicious and the Spaniards were friendly. I loved my host family and I still keep 

in touch with them. There was learning on top of learning and I became confident in my 

Spanish communication skills. 

 

I would recommend the experience to other students because when I stepped out of my 

comfort zone I gained new perspectives and meet great people. If people take the step to 

study abroad it will be an experience that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. I 

encourage students to broaden their worldview and immerse themselves in the language 

that they are studying. I found that learning Spanish was easiest when I was immersed in 

it.   

Kristin Pownall 

Junior  

Nursing major 

From  Glen Burnie, MD 

 

Morgan Elaine Miller 

 Junior 

History/Spanish major 

From Rocky Point, NC 



FLL Study Abroad Programs 
Spain Study Abroad Participants 

 

Cody Tyler Searchfield 

Junior 

Spanish  major 

From Charlotte, NC 

When I was a kid, I had the amazing opportunity to travel across parts of Western 

Europe, Australia, and New Zealand. From the first moment I experienced another 

culture first-hand, it opened my eyes to a whole new world. It brought to life the stories 

told throughout history, and helped me from a young age to understand that no matter 

what country or continent a person is from, we are all human beings and should all 

deserve the same basic rights. That's what drove me to want to learn Spanish. I had 

been to Spain once, but that trip was well before I began studying Spanish, so for me 

the chance to go back to Spain with a decent grasp of the Spanish language was too 

good to pass up.  

 

I learned so much more about the culture than I had on the previous trip: how their 

coffee differs from ours, what kind of music the people listen to, their views on world 

politics and historical events. 

 

From this trip I have gained a closer, more intimate knowledge of the Spanish people. 

It's very interesting to see how the family unit is at the core of everything they do. At 

times, one could see stark cultural contrasts, while at other times one could clearly see 

that we are all people who feel the same types of emotions we do -- fear, happiness, 

melancholy, hunger, etc. I would recommend this program to students because this is a 

once in a lifetime opportunity. The school has added more to the program since I 

travelled, therefore the students will be in Spain for a longer amount of time. I am so 

jealous! Not only will you be able to travel, see the world, meet new friends, but you'll 

also be able to go to the nearest Más y Más or Carrefour and shop around for food or 

other items you might need. My one bit of advice... drink lots of water. The dry 

environment in Spain (at least in the southern region of Andalucia) does tend to make 

people get dehydrated very easily if they are not careful. 

Caroline Tipton 

Junior 

History major  / Spanish 

minor 

From Jacksonville, NC 

 I was looking for study abroad opportunities when I was told about this one.  It 

was a combination of having the comfort of knowing a UNCW professor would be 

in charge and being able to actually live in the home of a host family that 

convinced me. 

 

Aside from a better grasp on the language, I gained a confidence that I did not 

think I was capable of and a thirst to explore the lesser-known parts of the world 

instead of just the most famous sites. 

 

This trip is perfect for anyone who wants to go abroad, but doesn’t know how to 

start.  It is accessible, motivational, and educational without ever feeling like 

anything other than a vacation. 



FLL Clubs & Organizations 
Sigma Delta Pi 

Latino Book Club completed 5 years this January 2013. 

It continues to promote U.S. Latino literature 

through its monthly book readings and 

discussions. The book club also supports 

bilingual literacy in the community and has 

supported Pomegranate Books, an independent 

book store’s Bilingual Story Time. Many 

UNCW students and book club members 

volunteer as readers for this program. Latino 

Book Club’s unique recycling and fundraising 

program of making bookmarks from used 

greeting cards has been very successful and in 

November 2012 they were awarded the first 

Bilingual/Heritage Literacy Book Award to 

South Brunswick Middle School’s Multicultural 

Literacy Group. They received books worth 

$200 from money raised from Bookmarks For 

Literacy fundraising efforts. Latino Book Club 

also organized two events for “Día de los 

libros,” in conjunction with the World Book Day and the Día de los niños/Día de los libros celebrations in 

April, in collaboration with Pomegranate Books, on April 20th, 2013, and in collaboration with Centro 

Hispano of UNCW, on April 23rd, 2013. For more information contact Amrita Das dasa@uncw.edu. 

Latino Book Club 

Rho Lambda Chapter of Sigma Delta Pi (National 

Spanish Honor Society) welcomed new undergraduate 

members, Brooke Elizabeth Fearn and Alexis Kathryn 

Schaus, in Spring 2012.  Fall initiates included  

undergraduate students Emma L. Anderson, Jordan Lee 

Hulliger, Rebecca Hilary Laurine, Mourghan Brittany 

Mencio, Jessica Danielle Pollard, Rosa Idalia 

Sánchez, Emily Kathleen Sena, Danielle Felicity 

Schott, Rosemary Laura Swinehart and Mayra J. 

Zaldivar.  Congratulations to these outstanding  

students! 

mailto:dasa@uncw.edu


FLL Clubs & Organizations 
Puro Teatro  

Puro Teatro, UNCW’s Spanish theater club in its fourth year continues 

strong with new productions and larger crowds every year, serving 

UNCW and the Wilmington community. In fall 2012 they produced a 

health play Trata tu cuerpo bien for elementary Spanish students of 

Cape Fear Academy, Wilmington. In spring 2013 they performed two 

productions for the UNCW campus—the Mexican playwright Emilio 

Carbadillo’s El espejo and the Chilean Sergio  

Vodanovic’s El delantal blanco, on April 16th, 2013 at the Cameron 

Auditorium. Puro Teatro has grown to be a great resource for Spanish 

theater in the Wilmington community. For more information see their 

Facebook page  

 

 

 

With the conviction that learning is easier when students enjoy 

the activities that professors use to teach, Vivian Graciela 

Ferreyra decided about a year ago to incorporate music into the 

Spanish classroom. Singing would create a good learning 

atmosphere, motivate her students, and help them to achieve 

good pronunciation, as well as aid in memorizing grammar and 

vocabulary. Vivian soon discovered it was difficult to find the 

right songs for her classes, so she decided to start creating her 

own songs with catchy melodies and fun lyrics, based on her 

teaching needs. She asked musician, Christopher Dayett (UNCW 

’05 – Marine Biology & Theatre), to make the musical 

arrangements of her first five songs: “Todos somos diferentes”, 

“Mi rutina”, “Canción del tiempo”, “Puedo porque quiero” y “La 

fiesta  

mexicana”. The songs have been copyrighted and the next step 

will be to record them with members of the Saint Mary Latino 

Choir, where Vivian and Christopher sing and play guitar and 

piano respectively. In the future, she also would like to 

incorporate animation to her work.  

Student Activity: Creating Songs to Learn and Practice Spanish 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/uncwpuroteatro/


Internship Newsletter 
Students in French, German and Spanish Complete Internships in 2012 and 2013 

The Department of FLL offers for-credit internships for 

French, German, and Spanish students each semester and 

during the summer. Students in French and German complete 

internships at the UNCW Learning Center, where they tutor 

French and German students, and at the Children’s Museum 

of Wilmington, where interns work in the areas of 

administration, programming, development, and delivering 

experiences to children in the target language. Spanish 

students complete internships in dozens of agencies, including 

in the healthcare, educational, and non-profit sectors. Students 

are also able to intern with organizations outside of 

Wilmington and abroad. Many students, after completing their 

semester-long internship, continue to volunteer with their 

agency until they graduate. Some have even gone on to work 

for their internship agency after graduation.  

 

Within the 2012 – 2013 academic year, FLL students 

completed internships locally and abroad. During summer 

2012, several French students completed an internship (FRH 

498) at Euromed Management, an elite business school in 

Marseilles, France. Spanish major Rebecca Laurine completed an internship at Clínica Coopesalud, a community health 

clinic in Costa Rica.  

 

During Fall 2012, French major Jillian McCarthy completed an internship at the Children’s Museum of Wilmington.  

Spanish majors Mansfield Fisher and Susannah Richardson volunteered at the Centro Latino, Erin Warren volunteered 

with the Cape Fear Literacy Council and Stephanie Chizmar was able to learn more about immigration law and policies 

through her internship with McKinney, Perry, Coalter Attorneys. In addition, Jacquie Cook completed her internship with 

the Clínica Latina in Wilmington, where she was able to 

combine her degree in Social Work with her knowledge 

of Spanish.  

 

In Spring 2013, Spanish majors are completing 

internships at the Escuela Futuro Verde in Costa Rica 

(Shannon Dunn), with the Pender Country Migrant 

Farmworker Health Program (Mimi Reiser), at the 

Centro Latino (Nicki Tschudi), with Forest Hills 

Elementary School’s dual immersion program (Jessica 

Allen & Katie Austin), and at the Shotwell Law Firm 

(Alex Ortiz). French major Eduardo Sánchez is 

completing an internship at the Children’s Museum of 

Wilmington.  

Each spring, the Department of FLL hosts the Internship 

and Volunteer Fair, an annual event that allows UNCW 

students to learn about the agencies where they can 

intern and volunteer. In 2012, over 30 agencies and 45 

agency representatives representing disciplines across the 

College of Arts and Sciences attended the Fair and shared information about their organizations with UNCW students. In 

2013, even more agencies and representatives are expected to participate during the April 11 Fair.  

Spanish major Rebecca Laurine interning at the Clínica 

Coopesalud in Costa Rica, Summer 2012 

2012 Internship Fair along Chancellor’s Walk 



Faculty 

Pascale Barthe specializes in early modern 

France. Her current research projects 

examine political, scientific, religious and 

literary intersections between the kingdom of 

France and the Ottoman Empire in the 

sixteenth century. They include a monograph 

entitled La France-Turquie: French 

Discoveries of the Ottomans (1515-1575) and two articles 

on Jean-Baptiste Tavernier, a seventeenth-century 

merchant, and Pierre Belon, a botanist. Pascale Barthe has 

published articles in French Historical Studies, L’Esprit 

Céateur, and the MLA’s Approaches to Teaching World 

Literature series. She has also participated in seminars at 

the Newberry Library in Chicago and the Folger Institute 

in Washington D.C. Since 2011, she serves as Regional 

Delegate to the Modern Language Association’s Delegate 

Assembly. At UNCW, she teaches a variety of courses on 

French language, literature and culture.  

During the 2012 – 2013 academic 

year, Amanda Boomershine 

taught two new courses and 

devoted a lot of time to 

collaborative research. During 

spring 2013, she taught SPN 507, 

Phonetics and Phonology, for the 

first time. This course focuses on 

articulatory and acoustic phonetics, as well as the 

basics of phonology. Students in the course 

learned how to analyze spectrograms and 

waveforms and completed several projects 

focusing on linguistic variation and pronunciation 

throughout the Spanish-speaking world. She also 

taught HON 201, Immigration in the United 

States, for the first time during spring 2013. This 

course allowed the students to learn more about 

past and current immigration in the United States, 

while connecting with the local immigrant 



Faculty 

This year 

María 

Camí-Vela 

continued 

her 

collaboration with Intellect Press 

by writing a forthcoming essay 

and a film review about 

Barcelona as a cinematic city-

space and Catalan female 

directors. In Spain, she attended 

the homage to filmmaker Josefina 

Molina at the Filmoteca de 

Catalunya, where she was also 

interviewed for an article later 

published at the Catalan Film 

Academy journal. Prof. Camí-

Vela presented a paper on the 

subject of “May 68 and the 

politics of memory in Spain” at 

the International Conference of 

European Network for Cinema 

and Media Studies, held in 

Lisboan, Portugal. She also 

traveled to Canada for the 

shooting of a short film in which 

she is at the moment participating 

In addition to 

teaching graduate 

and undergraduate 

courses on 

Spanish language 

and Latin 

American 

literature and 

cultures, Brian Chandler is 

serving as Coordinator of the 

Spanish Graduate Program.  This 

year he published “Writing the 

Space Between: Sabina Berman’s 

Entre Villa y una mujer desnuda” 

in the journal Confluencia as well 

as the article “La repolitización 

del autor en Margarita, está linda 

la mar de Sergio Ramirez” in The 

Coastal Review.  His article 

“Carlota’s Eternal Present: 

Noticias del imperio” is 

forthcoming in Hispanic Journal.  

He also presented his most recent 

research on the intersection of 

physics, philosophy, and literature 

in April at the Carolina 

Conference on Romance 

Literatures with a paper entitled 

“The Uncertainty of Knowledge in 

Jorge Volpi’s En busca de Klingsor.”   

community in the Wilmington 

area through service-learning 

projects. Students in HON 210 

were also able to meet the authors 

of two of the books we read 

during the semester, using Skype 

as a platform of communication. 

Dr. Boomershine presented her 

research projects at three 

conferences this year. At the 

Hispanic Linguistics Symposium 

at the University of Florida, she 

presented her research on the 

production of Spanish vowels by 

early and late bilinguals of 

Spanish and English. Later in the 

fall semester, she and graduate 

student Greg Lewis presented 

their research on the effects of 

syllabic stress on /s/ realization in 

the Spanish of Mexico City at the 

2012 Mountain Interstate Foreign 

Language Conference (MIFLC). 

Also at MIFLC, she and Dr. Mark 

Darhower (NCSU) presented on 

oral proficiency issues for 

Spanish majors, focusing on 

breaking the language/literature 

divide and incorporating service 

learning and out-of-class 

conversation practice to improve 

speaking skills. In early 2013, Dr. 

Boomershine and recent graduate 

of the Spanish MA program, 

Katie Denton (UNCP), presented 

their research on the English and 

Spanish vowels of heritage and 

monolingual speakers of Spanish 

and English at the 2013 

Conference on Spanish 

Linguistics in North Carolina 

(SLINKI). Greg Lewis, UNCW 

graduate student, and Dr. 

Boomershine also presented their 

study of word-final /s/ deletion in 

Mexican Spanish. They are 

currently finishing up their article 

on their study to submit to an 

academic journal. She is also 

working with undergraduate 

Lukas Tillmann on his Honors 

Thesis, where he is investigating 

the effects of age of arrival to the 

US on the realization of the 

voiced stops /b d g/ in Spanish. 

She hopes to continue to engage 

undergraduate and graduate 

as co-editor. Prof. Cami-Vela 

served in the jury committee at 

the Luna Fest Short Film Festival, 

organized by the Women Studies 

and Resource Center at UNCW. 

Finally, this year she became a 

member of the editorial 

committee for the Spanish film 

journal Archivos de la Filmoteca. 



Faculty 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christopher Dennis teaches 
undergraduate and graduate 
courses in Latin American 
literatures and cultures. In 
addition to serving as the Spanish 
Section Coordinator, Dr. Dennis 
recently became an executive 
committee member of the Afro-
Latin American Research 
Association (ALARA). In August 
2012, he presented a paper titled, 
“Untold Histories: Rewriting 
Ethnicity in Hazel Robinson 
Abrahams’ No Give Up, Maan!" at 
The Ninth Biennial International/
Interdisciplinary Research 
Conference of ALARA in San Jose , 
Costa Rica. This paper is 
currently under review for 
publication. In October 2012, Dr. 
Dennis gave a talk on Afro-
Colombian hip-hop at California 
Lutheran University. His review 
of the book, The Future is Now: A 
New Look at African Diaspora 
Studies, edited by Vanessa K. 
Valde s, was recently published in 
the Black Diaspora Review 
(December 2012). Lastly, Dr. 
Dennis’ entry titled, “Hip-Hop in 
Colombia,” is forthcoming in the 
Bloomsbury Encyclopedia of 
Popular Music of the World, 
Volume 9: Genres: Caribbean and 
Latin America (2013). 

Dr. Amrita Das 

received her 

tenure and 

promotion to 

Associate 

Professor this 

year.  Her 

articles, 

Negotiating a New Identity for US 

Latino Literature in Achy Obejas’s 

Ruins”, “Contesting Identity in 

Achy Obejas’s Memory Mambo,” 

and book chapter “Environmental 

Crisis and the Male Culture in 

Marie Arana’s Cellophane” were 

published in the journals Label Me 

Latin@’s special issue on Latina 

Authors: Assserting Female 

Agency, Letras femeninas, and the 

volume Hispanic Women Writers 

in the 21st Century: Shaping 

Gender, the Environment, and 

Global Politics respectively. This 

past summer she was in Lima, 

Peru on a research gathering trip 

sponsored by the Cahill Research 

Award. She is currently working 

on the writings of the 

transnational Peruvian American 

author Daniel Alarcón. In March 

she presented on her on-going 

research at the first Biennial U.S. 

Latina/o Literary and Theory 

Criticism conference in New York. 

Das also taught a graduate course 

on contemporary U.S. Latino 

literature this year. She continues 

actively in the organization of the 

outreach group the Latino Book 

Club and as advisor to the student 

Spanish theater group Puro 

Teatro. She directed a play for the 

group in April 2013. 

 

  

Dr. Regina R. 

Félix received an 

invitation to 

contribute to the 

volume José de 

Alencar: Século 

XXI (José de 

Alencar: 21st century) that 

proposes to reassess the work of 

this distinguished Brazilian 

novelist, cultural critic, and 

politician of the nineteenth-

century. The Federal University 

of Ceará Press and the cultural 

institute José de Alencar House 

will publish the study which 

includes a number of well-known 

Brazilian scholars. Dr. Félix’s 

article is titled “Iracema: The 

Sublime Object of Nationality” 

and analyses one of the most 

admired best-sellers of the 

romantic period in Brazilian 

literature, the Indianist novel 

named as its protagonist Iracema, 

an anagram of the word America, 

as the utmost personification of 

the New World. 

 Other of Dr. Félix’s 

research projects include an 

article for the volume Migration 

in Contemporary Cinema of the 

Portuguese-Speaking Countries 

and two items requested by the 

journal Hispania, an article for a 

peer-reviewed Special Focus 

Issue and the review of Studies in 

the Literary Achievement of João 

Guimarães Rosa. 

 Dr. Félix organized both 

the FLL Fall Research Series 

featuring Dr. Amanda 

Boomershine’s direction of 

student Greg Lewis’s research 



Faculty 

 

It has been 

another 

productive year 

for Ms. 

Marianella Jara 

who continues 

promoting 

globalization at 

UNCW and in the Wilmington 

community.  As the Spanish 

club’s advisor she has been busy 

coordinating and promoting all of 

the club’s projects such as the 

volunteer programs at Forest Hills 

Elementary and the exciting 

fundraiser “Pasos for pesos” that 

will benefit Amigos Internacional 

and will take place in April 2013. 

Last summer, Ms. Jara conducted 

her fifth study abroad program in 

(Spanish Program) and Dr. 

Derrick Miller’s research 

presentation (German Program) 

and the FLL International Film 

Festival Fall 12 and Spring 13 in 

which ten films were presented by 

FLL and International Studies 

faculty. 

 For International 

Education Week and connected to 

the Honors section of the 

Introduction to International 

Studies (INR 105) she was 

offered to teach in Fall 12,  Dr. 

Félix brought the documentary 

“Egypt: The Story Behind the 

Revolution” and director Khaled 

Sayed to UNCW as a 

transdisciplinary program. Mr. 

Sayed visited classes, met 

students, and debated with an 

audience of more than one-

hundred students at the UNCW 

Lumina Theater. This program 

was sponsored by and connected 

the International Studies, the 

Departments of Foreign 

Languages and Literatures, Public 

and International Affairs, the 

Office of International Programs, 

and the Association for Campus 

Entertainment. Thanks to INT’s 

director Dr. Herbert Berg and 

faculty members Drs. Florentina 

Andreescu and David Graber and 

also to PIA’s chair Dr. Earl 

Sheridan and  faculty members 

Drs. Paige Tan and Daniel 

Masters. 

Spain where she taught two new 

courses, Spanish Reading 

Strategies and Spanish 

Conversation.  In Spain she took 

her students to Granada, Cádiz 

and Madrid.  In Úbeda, where the 

program was stationed she 

organized different activities in 

the town for students to take full 

advantage of their experience and 

get to know the locals and local 

community immersing themselves 

in the culture entirely. Jara is 

finishing her second master’s 

degree in Spanish at UNCW this 

year.  She just returned from 

Costa Rica where she spent her 

spring break with her daughter 

visiting her family and 

researching new studying abroad 

opportunities for her students.  In 

May she will be traveling to Spain 

with Dr. Boersma to conduct 

another study abroad program.   

 Caroline  

Hudson This 

year Caroline 

Hudson led a 

group of 

students in 

Marseille, 

France, for a study abroad. She 

created a new class for the 

occasion, centered on the culture 

of Southern France, FRH 394, “A 

Summer in Marseille.” During the 

year she also advised the French 

Club and participated in their 

numerous activities, especially the 

regular conversation sessions. In 

her classes, she pursued her Skype 

exchange with French students 

from Nîmes in Southern France. 

 In 2012, Joann 

McFerran Mount 

completed twenty-

four years as 

Coordinator of the 

Foreign Language 

Teacher Education 

Program and 

welcomed a new colleague, Dr. 

L.J. Randolph, who has assumed 

this position.  Dr. Mount 

continues as advisor for students 

in the teacher licensure program 

and as Coordinator of the Cape 

Fear Foreign Language 

Collaborative.  She is currently 

working on research on the 

Chilean short story.  



Faculty 

Terry Mount 

teaches classes in 

Spanish language, 

literature and 

civilization and 

Spanish-English 

translation. His 

department duties 

during phased retirement are limited 

to teaching two classes per semester 

through academic year 2013-2014.  

Mount’s scholarly research focuses 

on Spanish medieval literature, 

particularly in hagiography and 

miracle literature, with special 

emphasis on the works of Gonzalo 

de Berceo and Alfonso X el Sabio.  

During 2012, he published 

“Dramatizing Berceo: Evolution of a 

Performance” (Studies for John 

Esten Keller, Newark DE: Juan de la 

Cuesta: 2012). 

Currently he is working on a critical 

edition of Miraglos de Santiago in 

collaboration with UNCW graduate 

student David Mesa Muñoz. 

 L.J. Randolph 

teaches courses in 

Spanish language 

and education and 

is the coordinator of 

the Foreign 

Language Teacher 

Education program at UNCW. 

His research interests include 

culture and politics in the 

teaching of world languages. In 

2012, he coauthored a piece titled 

“Are English-only Models the 

Most Appropriate Means for 

Teaching English to English 

 
 Language Learners” in the 

Diversity in Schools volume of 

Sage Publication’s Debating 

Issues in American Education. At 

the fall conference of the 

American Education Studies 

Association (AESA), he 

presented a paper titled, “Yo soy 

boricua, pa' que tú lo sepas: 

Critically Engaging Students in 

the Examination of Puerto Rican 

Culture and Identity.” His 

presentation at the Foreign 

Language Association of North 

Carolina (FLANC) fall 

conference, titled “La 

inmigración africana en España,” 

was honored as one of the top ten 

sessions of the conference and 

was selected as a featured 

presentation at FLANC’s spring 

conference. Dr. Randolph is 

currently working on articles 

relating to the teaching of Spanish 

as a heritage language in new 

gateway states. 

It has been a 

productive –and 

global!—year for 

Valerie Rider and 

her students.  Rider 

teaches beginning 

and intermediate 

level Spanish, and is also resident 

director of the summer study 

abroad program in Valparaíso, 

Chile.  After finishing the UNCW 

2012 spring semester,  Rider began 

the first of three summer programs, 

walking with an Honors group 

across northern Spain on the 

ancient pilgrimage route, the 

Camino de Santiago.  What an 

experience for all!  Immediately 

after completing the Camino, 

Rider led 26 students to Chile for 

Study Abroad Chile, an exciting 

program now in its eleventh year.  

As recipient of an Office of 

International Programs Global 

Citizenship Grant, Rider left 

Chile for Peru to research an 

Honors program she will teach 

and lead in 2014.  She and 

another intrepid group visited 

vibrant Lima, ancient Cuzco, and 

hiked through remote Quechua 

villages on the Lares Trek to 

Machu Picchu.  In Nov. 2012 

Rider and Honors colleague Bill 

Atwill presented at the National 

Collegiate Honors Council in 

Boston, MA, on the Camino 

course they created, ¡Ultreia! 

(ever westward).  She has also 

participated in two UNCW 

College Days, one focusing on the 

history, language, and culture of 

the Camino de Santiago, and 

presented at the Cape Fear 

Foreign Language Collaborative 

on applied learning (in study 

abroad programs).  Rider 

collected the Spanish section’s 

entries for the FLL website study 

abroad section and, along with 

colleagues Marianella Jara and 

Gina Kelley, edited last year´s 

and the present edition of the FLL 

newsletter. All of these activities 

are extremely rewarding, but the 

one closest to her heart is 

fostering in her students an 

appreciation of Spanish-speaking 

people and places through 

teaching her classes and directing 

study abroad! 



Faculty 

In 2012, Michelle 

Scatton-Tessier 

received $1,000 

WSRC-program 

support for a QEP

- initiative related 

to WGS & FRH 

student applied learning in local 

not-for-profits. Her related 

research has been accepted for co-

presentation, with COM major 

Lauren Habig, at the April 2013 

Southeastern Women’s Studies 

Association conference; a longer 

version of this project has been 

submitted for publication in 

Feminist Teacher. Her book 

reviews on Jacques Rivette 

(Wiles) and François Ozon 

(Thibaut) appeared in French 

Review. In October, she presented 

“Arrest and Alarm: the Pregnant 

Body in Contemporary French 

Cinema” at the Pacific Ancient 

Modern Language Association, 

Seattle. 

 
Lew Rosenbloom 

returned this year 

after a semester of 

leave that he spent 

with his newborn 

son, Kellen. He 

(Lew, not Kellen) 

teaches elementary and 

intermediate Spanish courses, and 

is getting ready to go online with 

a course this summer. He 

volunteers his time helping to 

home school students in Spanish 

and tutoring elementary school 

children.  

 
John Stevens 

received a 

Research 

Reassignment 

for the spring 

2013 semester, 

which he 

dedicated to completing a project 

that explores the effect of acoustic 

training on the acquisition of 

Spanish as a second language 

pronunciation.  He presented the 

preliminary findings of his 

experiment at the 10th Annual 

Southeast Coastal Conference on 

Languages and Literatures in 

Savannah, Georgia in April, and is 

currently preparing this material for 

publication in an academic journal.        

Eric Tessier 

presented “Creating 

Effective Videos for 

Online Language 

Instruction” at the 

Global Technology 

Conference held at 

the Watson College of Education 

on August 9-10, 2012. The 

purpose of this conference was 

“to connect educators, 

instructional technologists, 

instructional designers, E-learning 

specialists, technology 

coordinators, administrators, and 

other learning technology 

professionals who use and study 

technology for learning.” He also 

collaborated and participated in 

several teaching workshops 

organized by the Office of e-

learning to continue with the 

development of his French online 

classes. He is currently a 

Blackboard advisory board 

member for ITS and the distance 

learning liaison for FLL. 

His co-translation of “Pierrot Le 

Fou” by Danielle Robert-Guédon 

has been accepted for publication 

in France, March 2013 (in Terres 

Neuves: des sons, des lettres et 

l’univers photographique de 

Jérôme Sevrette. Paris: Pollen 

Diffusion, 2013. Box set of book 

and 2 CDs)." 

STAFF MENTION 

The newsletter 

editors, and on 

behalf of the FLL 

family, would like 

to congratulate 

Ms. Gina Kelley, 

our  sparkling, 

intrepid 

Administrative 

Assistant. In addition to her 

duties in FLL --which include 

producing our newsletter, a 

daunting task!-- Gina somehow 

found time to earn a B.F.A. in 

Creative Writing, with a 

concentration in Fiction, and a 

minor in English. Wow!  We're 

exhausted just reading this, so 

will simply say 

CONGRATULATIONS, 

Gina!  We wish you the very 

best, now and always. 



FLL Graduates 

Branch, Breanna 

Breedlove, Lauran Reid 

Crump, Dustin Kyle 

Emmanuels, Jenna Olivia 

Hinderliter, Eric Robert 

Holler, Roy Kemp 

Howland, Elizabeth Gail 

Hulse, Alexandra Elizabeth 

Landon, Helen Clark 

McCarthy, Jillian Lynn 

Schmidt, Jacqueline Sabrina 

Smith, Cherie Danyell 

Smith, Lawren Ce 

Talley, Anja Natasha 

Warren, Erin Elisabeth 

Fall 2012 

Spring 2013 

Allen, Jessica Marie 

Caudle, Caroline Ann 

Chambers, Joseph William 

Cloyed, Austin Gregory 

Cohen, Barrie Erica 

Cook, Jacquelyn Marie 

Council, Christine Antionette 

Dill, Sherri Christine 

Dyer, Elizabeth Alden 

Goldstein, Alexandra Victoria 

Goldstein, Alison  

Gould, Harrison Davis 

Griffith, Jasmine Marie 

Kincaid, Aaron Justin 

Kincaid, April Nairn 

Kon, Elena 

Laurine, Rebecca Hilary 

MacLean, Charles Ryan 

Marshburn, Joshua Richard 

Mencio, Mourghan Brittany 

Phelan, Handley Colleen 

Portera, Alyssa Marie 

Richardson, Susannah Agnes 

Sanchez, Eduardo 

Sanford Kenyatta Latrice 

Scellato, Sierra Christy 

Schaus, Alexis Kathryn 

Schott, Danielle Felicity 

Sena, Emily Kathleen 

Shippen, Lydia Hope 

Spalding, Ryan James 

Staley, Meredith Lynn 

Swinehart, Rosemary Laura 

Thornton, Kimberly Christine 

Tollefson, Henry Horwitz 

Tran, Cynthia 

Trejos, Raquel Maria 

Tucker, Heather Brianne 

Vaughn, Kelly Mack 

White, Erin Marie 

Zaldivar, Mayra J. 

Congratulations 2012-2013 FLL Graduates! 


