SPN 120 • Fundamentals of Spanish • 
Syllabus Spring 2012

SPN 120-008   Course info:  M/W/F 11:00-11:50am
CRN:  27322   Classroom:  S & B 210
[bookmark: _GoBack]

                ¡BIENVENIDOS A NUESTRA CLASE!


Profesora:   Valerie Rider
E-Mail:  riderv@uncw.edu
Phone: 962-2174 (our phone system doesn’t provide voicemail nor long-distance calling capability)
Office: Bear Hall, Rm. 125
Office hours this semester:  MWF 8:45-9:00am, T/R 10:45-11:00, and others by appointment

Prerequisite: Two units of high school Spanish and appropriate placement exam score.

Course Description: The course objectives are to attain basic reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills, as well as to demonstrate cultural appreciation.  How do we accomplish this, you ask?  Through intensive work and practice both inside and outside the classroom.  Our course will follow an accelerated pace, since it is intended for students with two units of high school Spanish or an appropriate departmental placement exam score. Learning strategies include daily vocabulary and grammar exercises, conversation, quizzes, discussion of topics related to Spanish and Spanish-American culture and written assignments. We will cover selected portions of chapters 1 – 8.  Please note: the course is conducted in Spanish and requires your active participation each day.  Please keep up!

 
Course Objectives: The instructional goal of this class is to develop communication skills in Spanish with an emphasis on listening and speaking, but you will develop your reading and writing skills as well. You will practice
these four skills by learning about different cultures, making cognitive and social connections during in-class group work, and by completing written assignments.

Student Learning Outcomes:
• SL 1. Demonstrate basic proficiency in speaking and listening in interactions such as simple conversations
in a language in addition to English.
• SL 2. Comprehend text and demonstrate basic proficiency in writing in a language in addition to English.
• SL 3. Demonstrate knowledge of the historical, political, and social realities of the countries and cultures that speak (or spoke) the language being studied.
• SL 4. Demonstrate the ability to examine other societies in a comparative context and to understand one’s own society in the context of other societies, particularly those societies that speak the language being
studied.

Required Textbook and Materials:
• Mosaicos textbook, 5th Edition, Castells et al.
• My Spanish Lab access code 
• Spanish/English Dictionary
• UNCW email account
• headphones

A couple of notes about the textbook package and My Spanish Lab:   

If you choose to acquire the package from Pearson, the publisher, instead of UNCW bookstore, you can do so by going here:  http://www.mypearsonstore.com/bookstore/product.asp?isbn=0205757596 

  These are the instructions for MySpanishLab:
1. Go to My Spanish Lab website (http://www.myspanishlab.com/first-time-students.html)
2. Follow the instructions to enter your access code or to buy access
3. For help, visit http://www.myspanishlab.com/help.html


Grade Distribution:  Here is how your grade breaks down:
Exams (2): 50%.  Tentative dates for these two exams:  Feb. 20 and April 11
Quizzes:  25%.  
More about this component: Quizzes: every three or four classes we will take an in-class quiz based on material we’ve most recently covered.  Compositions: You will write a composition in Spanish during class, and it will count as a quiz grade.  MySpanishLab: Your average from MySpanishLab will be counted as a quiz grade at the end of the semester.
Lowest quiz grade drops; however, it is not possible to drop the MySpanishLab quiz grade nor the composition quiz grade.
 Final Exam: 25%  The final is cumulative, and includes sections of listening, speaking, reading, writing, and culture.  Each student will have a five-minute conversation with me for the speaking component of the final.

Grading Scale:  The following scale is used by all instructors in the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures as official policy:

A 93-100   A-  90-92    B+ 87-89     B 83-86    B- 80-82    C+ 77-79    C 73-76     C- 70-72    D+ 67-69   D 63-66    D- 60-62    F 59

Academic Honor Code: Students in this course are expected to abide by the Academic Honor Code. Please read the Student Handbook and Code of Student Life for more information:
http://uncw.edu/stuaff/doso/documents/CodeOfStudentLife.pdf

Safety on Campus: UNCW practices a zero-tolerance policy for violence and harassment of any kind. For emergencies contact UNCW CARE at 962-2273, Campus Police at 962-2222, or Wilmington Police at 911. For
University or community resources visit http://www.uncw.edu/stuaff/care/.

Seahawk Respect Compact: In the pursuit of excellence, UNC Wilmington actively fosters, encourages, and promotes inclusiveness, mutual respect, acceptance, and open-mindedness among students, faculty, staff, and the
broader community. Please read the complete Seahawk Respect Compact here:
http://www.uncw.edu/stuaff/pdc/documents/SeahawkRespectCompact.pdf

Makeup Policy:  I've always felt that just a touch of blush, lipstick and mascara is appropriate for daytime;  dark shadow and eyeliner only at night.  Otherwise you look, you know, cheap.


Other makeup policy:  Quizzes cannot be made up nor taken early,  BUT!  your lowest quiz grade will be dropped (again, with the exception of MySpanishLab).   Please remember this and use your three free absences wisely, as in, NOT on quiz and days.  As for exams, only the two you take during the semester are permitted (not the final exam).  For makeup exams you must have a very, very good reason:  I want to SEE the stitches.
  
The Spanish section’s Common Attendance Policy:
a) All students enrolled in Spanish language courses at UNCW (SPN 101, 102, 120, 201, 202) are allotted three absences for classes that meet MWF, two absences for classes that meet TR or MW, and one absence
for classes that meet MTWR or MTWRF (summer session). . Since we are on a MWF schedule, I would like to borrow from “The Holy Hand Grenade of Antioch” scene from Monty Python and the Holy Grail, to be sure everyone understands: you have three "free" absences in this semester, for whatever reason,; 3 is the number; thou shalt count three , no more, no less, and the number of the counting shall be three.  Four shalt thou not count, nor two, except that thou doest proceed to three.  Five is right OUT.  The number three being reached,
b) for each absence in excess of the limit stated in a) above, three points will be deducted from the final grade.
c) Any student who misses nine or more classes in a MWF class, six or more classes in a MW or TR class, five or more classes in a MTWRF class (summer), or four or more classes in a MTWR class (summer) will automatically fail the course.
Students participating in university-sponsored events (athletics conferences, etc.) will be excused as long as they provide documentation of their absence before the event (i.e. schedule of games presented at the beginning of the semester). There is no way to ‘make up’ an absence, so please keep track of your absences throughout the semester.

Religious Observance Policy
In accordance with NC SL 2010-211, you are entitled to two excused absences for religious observances per academic year. You must inform me in writing the first week of class if you will be missing any classes due to religious observance and using one of the two permissible absences for the academic year. In addition, please inform the Registrar the first week of class who will then confirm your intentions to miss class with the impacted course instructors. Any absence for religious purposes will be considered unexcused unless you submit the request in writing the first week to either me and the Registrar.



Disability Services: If you have a disability and need reasonable accommodations in this course, you should inform
the professor of this fact in writing within the first week of class. If you have not done so already, you must register
with the UNCW Office of Disability Services. UNCW Disability Services supplies information about disability law, documentation procedures and accommodations. This information can be found at http://www.uncw.edu/stuaff/disability/.

Useful Services at UNCW:
 Spanish Conversation Center – free conversation practice; 124 Leutze Hall  The schedule for the Spanish Conversation Center is available on this website: http://www.uncw.edu/fll/conversation.html.  What a great way to build your conversation skills!

1. Sessions are for 30 minutes. 
1. There is a limit of 5 students per session. The first five to arrive will be able to participate. The others will need to wait for another session. 
      3.  Our coordinator will be posting a log of students that attend the center on a weekly basis. The log will be posted on the CC website. 
      4.  I will add one point to your course average at the end of the semester for every five hours you attend the Conversation Center.
Please keep in mind that the CC is for conversation practice only; tutoring can be had through University Learning Services (keep reading below).  Important note about the Conversation Center:  please do not try to bunch up your visits at the end of the semester.  This wreaks havoc on the system outlined above, and no one benefits.

Foreign Language Resource Center – bring your own headphones and student ID;  check here for the FLRC schedule.
http://www.uncw.edu/fll/about-resource.html (253 Leutze Hall)

 University Learning Services – free tutoring; 962-3549; tlc@uncw.edu; http://www.uncw.edu/stuaff/uls/
(1056 Westside Hall)  Don’t wait ‘til you’re floundering in a sea of irregular verbs to take advantage of this great service :)

Spanish Language Program – review activities for SPN 101 – 202; syllabi; activities;●
http://www.uncw.edu/fll/slp/

GOOD WEBSITES FOR PRACTICING SPANISH:

http://www.languageguide.org/

studyspanish.com


Classroom Policies:
• Bring textbook to class daily.
• Come to class prepared and eager to learn and speak Spanish!  Wait until you travel to a Spanish-speaking country and actually use what you’ve learned in class.  There are few things more exciting than that!
●Don’t be scared to speak and participate.  That’s how you’ll learn.  Making mistakes is part of the process; I’m here to help you in any and every way I can, and I will.


Homework: Homework will be assigned on the My Spanish Lab website (http://www.myspanishlab.com/). Complete
the homework by midnight on the due date listed on the My Spanish Lab website.  (These will coincide with your two test days and the end of final exams.)  Other homework and practice will be sent throughout the semester via email.  Please check your UNCW email account daily.

Oral Test: You will have one speaking test. This will consist of a five minute conversation in Spanish with me. The grading rubric for the speaking test is available on this site:
http://www.uncw.edu/fll/slp/Policies.html.  The conversation comprises part of your final exam.  Practice your speaking skills throughout the semester, and not only in class!!  This holds true for the other skills as well (especially listening).

Important dates to remember:
Classes begin: Jan 11
Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday Jan. 16:  no classes.  
Last day to drop without a grade or add a class:  Jan. 18
Nov. 25, my birthday:  start saving now
*Exam One:  Monday, Feb. 20
Last day to withdraw with  a W: Feb. 28
St. Patrick’s Day!:  March 17
Spring break!  March 10-18:  no classes
What used to be called Easter break, but is now “State Holiday”, April 5-6:  no classes
*Exam Two:  April 11
Your tax return should have been filed by:  April 15
Last day of class: April 30
Final exams:  May 2-8  Check the university’s website for the date and time of your section’s final exam.  Finals are held in the same classroom we use all semester.

*Note about Exam 1 and Exam 2 dates:  these are tentative, and may be changed with notice

One final note:  Spanish is the richest,  most beautiful, useful language imaginable!  I am so happy you are studying it, and will do everything I can to see that you learn and enjoy our material this semester.  ¡Manos a la obra!













Study Abroad!!!
I can’t think of a richer, more rewarding experience for you than to study abroad!  Studying in another country opens your eyes and your mind to people, places, cultures, and personal experiences like nothing else.  I direct a study abroad program to Valparaíso, Chile, during summer session II.  Please check out my website for more about this enchanting opportunity.  If you decide that study abroad is for you, DO IT!  You’ll be so, so glad you did.
http://people.uncw.edu/riderv/chile.htm

Tribute*:    (Applies if I have you in the Spring.)  Every Spring semester, each student must bring me one Cadbury egg in order to ensure a successful semester.  (Just the plain ones with the creme in the center, not the caramel or otherwise weird-center ones.  Gracias.)



