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Copyright and Fair Use Scenarios 

 
#1 Hypothetical  
You have downloaded some photographs and illustrations from various web sites, and you wish 
to use them in a PowerPoint presentation to accompany the science paper you’ll be reading at an 
upcoming professional meeting.  

QUESTIONS to #1: 
A. Would this use of the graphic images be a fair use?  
B. Would it be different if your presentation were to be published on the meeting 
web site or in the printed proceedings? 
 

#2 Hypothetical   
The UNCW Library has a collection of unpublished papers by a renowned scientist in your 
discipline. You wish to reproduce some of the papers in an article you’re writing for a scholarly 
journal. (The scientist died in 1915.) 

QUESTIONS to #2: 
A. Would this be a fair use?   
B. Would the outcome be different if Carl Sagan had instead authored the papers? 

  
#3 Hypothetical  
You have a collection of 35mm slides you have been gathering for some time. You have collected 
these slides by:  a) copying them from books; b) purchasing them directly from publishers; c) 
taking the slides yourself on research trips; and d) copying slides owned by colleagues at your 
and other universities.  Your grad student wishes to reproduce some of these slides in her 
dissertation.  

QUESTIONS to #3: 
A. Would this be a fair use?  
B. Would the outcome be different if you were to build a public web site using 
these images in order to foster discussion among your colleagues at other 
institutions? 

 
#4 Hypothetical   
You wrote an article that was published in a peer-reviewed journal last year. The journal publisher 
asked for and received exclusive rights to the article. You still have the document in a word 
processing format, and you want to post the original manuscript on your personal web site so that 
your colleagues at other universities can read and comment on it.  

QUESTION to #4: 
Would distributing your article in this way be an infringement of copyright? 
 

#5 Hypothetical   
You’ve authored a lab manual into which you would like to include a few experiments borrowed 
directly from a textbook.  You will be adding your own notes about procedures.  Your publisher is 
a scientific publishing company that plans to market your lab manual to numerous institutions.  

QUESTION to #5: 
Would it be okay to use these experiments in your lab manual without permission? 
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#6 Hypothetical  
You teach a large survey course. You have a commercially produced CD, containing text, 
images, and video that your students will study in detail as part of their coursework. You wish to 
digitize the whole of the CD and make it available on the streaming server through Blackboard so 
that the students have ready access to it. They are not required to purchase the CD for the class.  

QUESTION to #6: 
Would this be a fair use? 
 

 
#7 Hypothetical 
You teach a large introductory class, and you routinely post detailed lecture notes on the course 
Blackboard site. These are your notes, but they are partially based upon a colleague’s lectures 
who had previously taught the course. You have been approached by a commercial venture 
(StudentU.com) to sell the notes, which they intend to post on the web for national distribution. 

QUESTIONS to #7: 
Would StudentU.com be infringing copyright? If so, whose? 

 
 
#8 Hypothetical  
You have created a database that compiles the results of several surveys on use of students’ 
educational computer records.  Although the survey instruments were eliminated from the 
database, it would be possible to reconstruct them using the explanatory text that is used to 
describe the measures process. The authors of the surveys have all granted you permission to 
include the data in your database.  Data will be released on a restricted-use basis only and only 
for projects that obtain approval by your department head.  

QUESTION to #8: 
Are there any remaining copyright concerns related to this project? 

 
 
I wish to thank both Duke Libraries and the NCSU Special Assistant to the Provost for Copyright Administration for original 
development of use hypotheticals; the above scenarios were based upon and modified from situations conceived by Duke 
University and Peggy E. Hoon, from  the NCSU Provost’s Office. 
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