MALS Assessment Instructions

The purpose of this assessment is not to evaluate the student or the final project.  Rather, it is to evaluate the GLS curriculum to see if the following student learning outcomes have been achieved:   

1. the ability to apply critical theories;

2. the ability to make connections between various theories and ideas;

3. the ability to apply creative solutions to problems; 

4. the ability to express oneself articulately in writing;

5. the ability to express oneself articulately orally; and

6. a) the ability to conduct complex research, synthesize it, and argue persuasively in support of a claim based on evidence; or
b) the ability to analyze the value and significance of one’s own creative work, and to situate it within the context of similar creative works.

This evaluation uses the final project of each graduating student and the attached form to determine if curriculum has been successful in teaching these goals to the student.

The examination committee of the final project (that is, the director and the reader) will assume the responsibility for assessing the learning outcomes for each student after his or her final project defense. They should fill in the attached form at the defense and submit it to the Director of the GLS Program.  The student should not see the form, nor should the final project director and reader(s) consult each other on filling out the form.  These assessments will only be used by the Director and Assistant Director of the Graduate Liberal Studies Program to make adjustments to the curriculum.  They will not be provided to the student or to the Graduate School.

MALS Assessment Form

Assessor: _________________________ 

Student:  _________________________

Check or circle the appropriate number

Learning Outcome 1:  The student demonstrates the ability to apply critical theories.


a.  The student applied the relevant theories in the final project. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Very Poor

The student employed no critical theories.
	Poor

The student employed at least one critical theory but in a limited fashion.
	Adequate

The student employed at least one critical theory appropriately.
	Good

The student employed several, well-suited critical theories.
	Very Good

The student employed several, well-suited critical theories and synthesized them.



b.  The student has applied the theories appropriately and consistently in the final project. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Very Poor

The student applied no critical theories.
	Poor

The student employed at least one critical theory but inappropriately or inconsistently.
	Adequate

The student applied at least one critical theory appropriately and consistently.
	Good

The student applied several, well-suited critical theories  appropriately and consistently.
	Very Good

The student applied several, well-suited critical theories in a sophisticated and consistent manner.



c.  The student has evaluated the usefulness of the theories employed in the final project. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Very Poor

The student did not evaluate the usefulness of the theories employed, if any.
	Poor

The student superficially evaluated the usefulness of the theory employed.
	Adequate

The student provided a limited evaluation the usefulness of the theories employed.
	Good

The student evaluated the usefulness of the theories employed.
	Very Good

The student comprehensively evaluated the usefulness of the theories employed.


Learning Outcome 2:  The student demonstrates the ability to make connections between various theories and ideas.


a.  The student has connected the subject of the final project to important ideas relevant to it. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Very Poor

The student made no connections between various theories and ideas.
	Poor

The student made a few rudimentary connections between various theories and ideas.
	Adequate

The student made a few relevant connections between various theories and ideas.
	Good

The student made many relevant connections between various theories and ideas.
	Very Good

The student made many relevant and sophisticated connections between various theories and ideas.


Learning Outcome 3:  The student demonstrates the ability to apply creative solutions to problems.


a.  The student has developed and explained the problem or concern of the project. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Very Poor

The student has not developed nor explained the subject of the project.
	Poor

The student has developed a project, but explained it in a limited way; or has developed a project only partially.
	Adequate

The student has developed and explained the project.
	Good

The student has developed and explained the project clearly and highlighted its importance.
	Very Good

The student has developed and explained the project in a sophisticated manner and explained its importance.



b.  The student has developed or applied a solution that demonstrates creative thinking. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Very Poor

The student had no solution for the problem or concern of the project, and so displayed no creative thinking.
	Poor

The student presented a solution without much creativity.
	Adequate

The student displayed some creative thinking when developing or applying a solution for the problem or concern of the project.
	Good

The student displayed consistent creative thinking when developing or applying a solution for the problem or concern of the project.
	Very Good

The student displayed significant and sophisticated creative thinking when developing or applying a solution for the problem or concern of the project.



c.  The student has considered both the strengths and weaknesses of his or her solution. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Very Poor

The student did not discuss either the strengths or weaknesses of his/her solution.
	Poor

The student discussed both the strengths and weaknesses in a limited way, or discussed only one of the two.
	Adequate

The student discussed both the strengths and weaknesses of his/her solution.
	Good

The student discussed both the strengths and weaknesses of his/her solution at length.
	Very Good

The student discussed both the strengths and weaknesses of his/her solution at length, and provided a nuanced evaluation of them.


Learning Outcome 4:  The student demonstrates the ability to express articulately him or herself in writing.


a.  The student has demonstrated mastery of spelling and grammar. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Very Poor

The student consistently made spelling and/or grammatical errors.
	Poor

The student made many spelling and/or grammatical errors.
	Adequate

The student made some spelling and/or grammatical errors.
	Good

The student made only a few minor spelling and/or grammatical errors.
	Very Good

The student demonstrated mastery of spelling and grammar.



b.  The student has demonstrated a clear and sophisticated writing style. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Very Poor

The student had no discernable writing style 
	Poor

The student’s writing style made the final project difficult to read at times.
	Adequate

The student’s writing style was readable but unsophisticated.
	Good

The student’s writing style was engaging and well-developed.
	Very Good

The student’s writing style was lucid and engaging.


Learning Outcome 5:  The student demonstrates the ability to express him or herself articulately orally.


a.  The student was articulate during the oral defense. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Very Poor

The student had great difficulty expressing him- or herself. 
	Poor

The student’s oral expression made the oral defense difficult to understand at times.
	Adequate

The student’s oral expression was understandable but unsophisticated.
	Good

The student’s oral expression was engaging and well-developed.
	Very Good

The student’s oral expression  was sophisticated and engaging.


Learning Outcome 6:  The student whose final project is a research project demonstrates the ability to conduct complex research, synthesize it, and argue persuasively in support of a claim based on evidence.  The student whose final project is a creative work demonstrates the ability to analyze the value and significance of his/her creative work, and to situate it within the context of similar creative works. 


a.   The student has employed sufficient sources. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Very Poor

The student has employed no sources.
	Poor

The student has employed a few or questionable sources. 
	Adequate

The student has employed a sufficient number of relevant sources.
	Good

The student has employed a variety of reliable and relevant sources.
	Very Good

The student has employed most or all of the reliable and relevant sources.



b.  The student has displayed an understanding of the similarities and differences among the sources. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Very Poor

The student has displayed no understanding of the sources.
	Poor

The student has displayed a rudimentary understanding of the sources by focusing only on similarities or only on differences.
	Adequate

The student has displayed an understanding of the sources by highlighting differences and similarities.
	Good

The student has displayed a good understanding of the similarities and differences among the sources by discussing them at length.
	Very Good

The student has displayed a sophisticated understanding of the similarities and differences among the sources by discussing them at length and integrating them into the argument(s).


c.  The student has arguments based on the sources, demonstrating that s/he has become an independent scholar. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Very Poor

The student has no argument.
	Poor

The student has a poorly defined argument and provides little evidence in support of it.
	Adequate

The student has an argument and supports it with evidence.
	Good

The student has one or more defined arguments that are well-supported with evidence.
	Very Good

The student has one or more well-defined arguments that are well-supported with strong evidence.


OR


a.  The student is aware of the context of his or her creative work within the larger artistic community. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Very Poor

The student made no reference to the larger artistic community.
	Poor

The student made a few superficial references to the larger artistic community and the place of his/her work within it.
	Adequate

The student made several references to the larger artistic community and the place of his/her work within it.
	Good

The student made many appropriate references to the larger artistic community and the place of his/her work within it.
	Very Good

The student made many significant references to the larger artistic community and the place of his/her work within it.



b.  The student has evaluated the significance of the work within his or her own life or body of work. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Very Poor

The student made no evaluation of the significance of the work within his or her own body of work.
	Poor

The student made a few comments on the significance of the work within his or her own body of work.
	Adequate

The student made several comments on the significance of the work within his or her own body of work.
	Good

The student thoroughly evaluated the significance of the work within his or her own body of work.
	Very Good

The student evaluated the significance of the work within his or her own body of work comprehensively and fluently.



c.  The student has evaluated the significance of the work within broader context of similar creative endeavors. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Very Poor

The student made no reference to the broader context of similar creative endeavors.
	Poor

The student made a few references to the broader context of similar creative endeavors.
	Adequate

The student made several superficial references to the broader context of similar creative endeavors.
	Good

The student made many appropriate references to the broader context of similar creative endeavors.
	Very Good

The student made many significant references to the broader context of similar creative endeavors throughout the work.


