PMCLS Assessment Instructions

The purpose of this assessment is not to evaluate the student or the Qualifying Exit Examination.  Rather, it is to evaluate the GLS curriculum to see if the following student learning outcomes have been achieved:

1. the ability to integrate material from completed Master’s and post-Masters courses;

2. the ability to employ several disciplines;

3. the ability to integrate independent reading material;

4. the ability to demonstrate a sophisticated awareness of cultural diversity; and

5. the ability to express oneself articulately.

Thus, this evaluation uses the Qualifying Exit Examination of each graduating student and the attached form to determine if curriculum has been successful in teaching these goals to the student.  The Assistant Director of the GLS Program and the other two members of the Qualifying Exit Examination committee will assume the responsibility for assessing the learning outcomes for each student after the Qualifying Exit Examination has been evaluated.  They should fill in the attached form and submit it to the Director of the GLS Program.  The student should not see the form, nor should the Assistant Director and committee members consult each other on filling out the form. These assessments will only be used by the Director and Assistant Director of the Graduate Liberal Studies Program to make adjustments to the curriculum.  They will not be provided to the student or to the Graduate School.

PMCLS Assessment Form

Assessor: _________________________ 

Student:  _________________________

Check or circle the appropriate number
Learning Outcome 1:  The student demonstrates the ability to integrate material from completed Master’s and post-Master’s courses.


a.  The student has drawn on material from GLS courses. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Very Poor

The student employed no material from GLS courses.
	Poor

The student made a few superficial references to material from GLS courses.
	Adequate

The student made some appropriate references to material from GLS courses. 
	Good

The student made several appropriate references to material from GLS courses.
	Very Good

The student made numerous significant references to material from GLS courses.



b.  The student has applied that material appropriately to the core readings. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Very Poor

The student made no connections between course work and the core readings.
	Poor

The student made a few superficial connections between the GLS course work and the core readings.
	Adequate

The student made some appropriate connections between the GLS course work and the core readings.
	Good

The student made several appropriate connections between the GLS course work and the core readings.
	Very Good

The student made numerous significant connections between the GLS course work and the core readings.


Learning Outcome 2:  The student demonstrates the ability to employ several disciplines.


a.  The student has completed the common core of readings and analyzed them using several disciplines. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Very Poor

The student employed no disciplines in the analysis and had not completed the common core of readings.
	Poor

The student employed only one discipline in the analysis but had completed the common core of readings.
	Adequate

The student employed two  disciplines to analyze the common core of readings.
	Good

The student employed several disciplines to analyze the common core of readings.
	Very Good

The student employed several, well-suited disciplines to analyze the common core of readings.



b.  The student has applied interdisciplinarity to those readings. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Very Poor

The student employed no disciplines and therefore could not make any connections between them in the analysis of the readings.
	Poor

The student employed only one discipline and therefore could not make any connections between them in the analysis of the readings.
	Adequate

The student employed at least two disciplines and made a few connections between them in the analysis of the readings.
	Good

The student employed several disciplines and made several connections between them in the analysis of the readings.
	Very Good

The student employed several disciplines and made several significant connections between them in the analysis of the readings.


Learning Outcome 3:  The student demonstrates the ability to integrate independent reading material. 


a.  The student has developed and completed his or her own independent reading list. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Very Poor

The student did not develop her/his own reading list and did not complete it.
	Poor

The student developed her/his own reading list, but did not complete it.
	Adequate

The student developed her/his own reading list, and completed it.
	Good

The student developed a thorough reading list, and completed it.
	Very Good

The student developed an excellent and extensive reading list, and completed it.


b.  The student has integrated material from the independent and core of common readings. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Very Poor

The student did not complete one or both reading lists, and therefore could not integrate them.
	Poor

The student made a few superficial connections between the two reading lists.
	Adequate

The student made a few appropriate connections between the two reading lists.
	Good

The student made many connections between the two reading lists.
	Very Good

The student made many insightful connections between the two reading lists.


Learning Outcome 4:  The student demonstrates a sophisticated awareness of cultural diversity. 


a.  The student has recognized issues of cultural diversity raised in the reading lists. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Very Poor

The student did not engage in issues of cultural diversity.
	Poor

The student mentioned issues of cultural diversity only superficially.
	Adequate

The student discussed issues of cultural diversity adequately.
	Good

The student discussed issues of cultural diversity in sufficient detail. 
	Very Good

The student discussed issues of cultural diversity at length and in a sophisticated manner.



b.  The student has analyzed issues of cultural diversity from several perspectives. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Very Poor

The student did not analyze issues of cultural diversity.
	Poor

The student analyzed issues of cultural diversity from one perspective.
	Adequate

The student analyzed issues of cultural diversity from at least two perspectives.
	Good

The student analyzed issues of cultural diversity from several perspectives in a thoughtful way.
	Very Good

The student analyzed issues of cultural diversity from several perspectives in a sophisticated way.


Learning Outcome 5:  The student demonstrates the ability to express him or herself articulately.


a.  The student has demonstrated mastery of spelling and grammar in the qualifying exit examination. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Very Poor

The student consistently made spelling and/or grammatical errors.
	Poor

The student made many spelling and/or grammatical errors.
	Adequate

The student made some spelling and/or grammatical errors.
	Good

The student made only a few minor spelling and/or grammatical errors.
	Very Good

The student demonstrated mastery of spelling and grammar.



b.  The student has demonstrated a clear and sophisticated writing style in the qualifying exit examination. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Very Poor

The student had no discernable writing style 
	Poor

The student’s writing style made the qualifying exit examination difficult to read at times.
	Adequate

The student’s writing style was readable but unsophisticated.
	Good

The student’s writing style was engaging and well-developed.
	Very Good

The student’s writing style was lucid and engaging.


