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The International Studies major includes courses that provide students with the tools that will 
help them to live ethical, meaningful, and productive lives in the global society of the 21st 
century. Many modern economic, political, and environmental problems transcend national 
boundaries and demand global solutions. Students should understand the interconnectedness 
of peoples and cultures and understand their worldview in relation to the worldview of others. 
Such understanding is likely to result only after careful examination of multiple facets of other 
cultures and the global society, including art and literature, globalization, and the environment, 
and/or after a detail study of specific regions, such as Asia, Europe, the Middle East, or Latin 
America.  
 
According to the International Studies’ mission statement, its objectives are:  to provide an 
interdisciplinary exploration of global issues such as globalization and the environment, of 
global cultures including the world's art, literatures, languages, and religions, and of specific 
regions including Asia, Europe, the Middle East, and Latin America; and to prepare its students 
to meet the many complex challenges facing our world, most of which do not fall within the 
strict confines of a single discipline, but rather require a broader interdisciplinary perspective. 
 
I Student Learning Outcomes 
In keeping with these objectives, the student learning outcomes are:  

1) The student demonstrates foundational and specific knowledge of global issues, 
processes, trends, and policies; 

UNCW Learning Goal:  
 Foundational Knowledge:  Students will demonstrate substantive knowledge of 

at least one discipline. 
2) The student demonstrates the skills and confidence necessary to make critical, informed 

evaluations and judgments about global issues, processes, trends, and policies; 
UNCW Learning Goal:  
 Critical Thinking:  Students will integrate multiple methods and perspectives 

to critically examine complex problems. 
 Information Literacy:  Students will interpret and evaluate information using 

academic and technological skills. 
3) The student applies an interdisciplinary methodology to provide new insight into a 

global issue, process, trend, or policy; 
UNCW Learning Goal:  
 Inquiry:  Students will generate rigorous, open-minded and imaginative 

inquiry. 
4) The student presents a clear and concise account of a global issue, process, trend, or 

policy; 



UNCW Learning Goal:  
 Thoughtful Expression:  Students will demonstrate effective oral communication 

and produce effective written communication. 
5) The student demonstrates basic proficiency in a language in addition to English; 

UNCW Learning Goal:   
 Second Language: Students will demonstrate basic proficiency in speaking, 

listening, writing, and reading in a language in addition to English. 
6) The student describes the intellectual and ethical responsibilities of active global 

citizenship;  
UNCW Learning Goal: 
 Global Citizenship:  Students will demonstrate the intellectual and ethical 

responsibilities of active global citizenship. 
7) The student uses diverse cultural frames of reference to accept cultural differences and 

tolerate cultural ambiguity. 
UNCW Learning Goal:  
 Diversity:  Students will examine the importance and implications of human 

diversity. 
 
The methodology course in International Studies program is INT 300: Interdisciplinarity and 
International Studies. It is this course that teaches students the interdisciplinary methodology. 
Each student must submit an essay uses at least two disciplines to analyze a specific 
international or global topic and synthesizes the conclusions derived from these disciplines 
 
The culminating experience in the International Studies program is INT 490: Senior Seminar in 
International Studies. Each student must submit a research essay for this course. The research 
essay requires: 
 must include a literature search and discussion of the appropriate disciplinary approaches; 
 must use at least on non-English source; 
 must demonstrate an understanding of the world, and an acceptance of cultural differences 

and tolerance of cultural ambiguity; 
 must compare and contrast cultural beliefs and practices and their associated social, 

political, and economic systems; to analyze them critically; 
 must be analyze the topic critically from at least two disciplinary perspectives; 
 must have a thesis, a sustained argument that evidences critical thought 
The process of completing this research essay involves submitting multiple drafts to the 
instructor and to student colleagues for peer evaluation. The students must also give an oral 
presentation on an international movement, topic, or issue that explores cultural differences 
and highlights cultural ambiguity.  
 
The research papers from INT 300 and  INT 490 class will form the International Studies major’s 
portfolio.  This portfolio provides an excellent tool for assessing how successfully the 
International Studies major students have developed and mastered the learning outcomes. 
 



II Learning Outcomes Assessment 
The Director of International Studies will assume the responsibility for collecting the portfolio 
and assessing the learning outcomes for each student using his or her portfolio using the 
criteria given in the International Studies Assessment Instructions and Form (for which, see 
below).   
 
III Assessment and Curriculum 
Using the data from the assessment forms, the Director of International Studies will produce an 
annual Assessment Summary.  Using this summary, the International Studies Advisory 
Committee will make recommendations about adjustments or changes to the International 
Studies curriculum.  These recommendations will be reported to the Director of International 
Studies early in the fall semester.  At that time, the Director will decide if the recommendations 
should be adopted.    
 
The committee will also periodically make recommendations concerning adjustments in the 
learning outcomes and the assessment tools.  Furthermore, after the data has been collected 
and assessed for several years, the International Studies program will create a “curriculum 
map” for the Student Learning Outcomes.  Using that map, the Program will ensure that the 
core courses support the learning outcomes and address any “orphan outcomes” and “empty 
arguments”. 

 
 



International Studies  
Assessment Instructions and Form 

 
 
The purpose of this assessment is not to evaluate the student or the elements of the portfolio.  
Rather, it is to evaluate the International Studies curriculum to see if the following student 
learning outcomes have been achieved:    

1. The student demonstrates foundational and specific knowledge of global issues, 
processes, trends, and policies; 

2. The student demonstrates the skills and confidence necessary to make critical, informed 
evaluations and judgments about global issues, processes, trends, and policies; 

3. The student applies an interdisciplinary methodology to provide new insight into a 
global issue, process, trend, or policy;  

4. The student presents a clear and concise account of a global issue, process, trend, or 
policy; 

5. The student demonstrates basic proficiency in a language in addition to English; 
6. The student describes the intellectual and ethical responsibilities of active global 

citizenship; and 
7. The student uses diverse cultural frames of reference to accept cultural differences and 

tolerate cultural ambiguity. 
This evaluation uses the portfolio of each graduating student (the research essay from INT 300 
and the research essay from INT 490) and the attached form to determine if curriculum has 
been successful in teaching these goals to the student. 
 
The director of International Studies will assume the responsibility for assessing the learning 
outcomes for each student using the written elements of the student’s portfolio and the 
instructor of INT 490 will do so for the oral presentation. The student should not see the 
Assessment Form. These assessments will only be used by the Director of International Studies 
to make adjustments to the curriculum. They will not be provided to the student. 



Assessment Form 
 

Assessor: _________________________   Student:  _________________________ 
Check or circle the appropriate number 

 
Learning Outcome 1:  The student demonstrates foundational and specific knowledge of 
global issues, processes, trends, and policies. 
 a.  The student accurately employed the appropriate and relevant facts in his/her 

research essays for INT 300 and INT 490. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Very Poor 
The student 
employed no 
relevant facts; or 
the student made 
many factual 
errors. 

Poor 
The student 
employed some 
relevant facts but 
in a limited 
fashion or made 
several factual 
errors. 

Adequate 
The student 
employed some 
relevant facts 
appropriately and 
made only a few 
minor errors. 

Good 
The student 
employed many 
relevant facts 
appropriately with 
no factual errors. 

Very Good 
The student 
employed most of 
the relevant facts 
appropriately with 
no factual errors. 

 
 b.  The student employed compelling content to illustrate mastery of the specific subject 

of his/her research essays for INT 300 and INT 490. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Very Poor 
The student made 
no use of content 
to develop simple 
ideas. 

Poor 
The student made 
use of content to 
develop simple 
ideas. 

Adequate 
The student made 
use of convincing 
content to 
develop and 
explore ideas. 

Good 
The student made 
use of compelling 
content to 
develop and 
explore ideas. 

Very Good 
The student made 
use of compelling 
content that 
conveyed mastery 
of the subject. 

 
Learning Outcome 2:  The student demonstrates the skills and confidence necessary to make 
critical, informed evaluations and judgments about global issues, processes, trends, and 
policies. 
 a.  The student has developed and explained the problem or issues of the research 

essays for INT 300 and INT 490.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Very Poor 
The student has 
not stated or 
described the 
issue/problem.  

Poor 
The student has 
stated the 
issue/problem, 
but in a limited 
way that leaves 
without 
clarification or 
description. 

Adequate 
The student has 
stated the 
issue/problem 
that leaves some 
terms undefined 
and backgrounds 
unknown. 

Good 
The student has 
stated, described 
and clarified the 
issue/problem so 
that 
understanding is 
not seriously 
impeded by 
omissions. 

Very Good 
The student has 
clearly stated and 
comprehensively 
described the 
issue/problem in a 
sophisticated 
manner. 

  



 b.  The student has made critical and informed evaluations of the evidence / sources / 
assumptions in his/her research essays for INT 300 and INT 490. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Very Poor 
The student made 
no or little use of 
information from 
the sources. 

Poor 
The student made 
a rudimentary 
interpretation / 
evaluation of the 
information from 
the sources 
employed with no 
coherent analysis 
or synthesis. 

Adequate 
The student made 
some relevant 
interpretation / 
evaluation of the 
information of 
sources employed, 
but not enough to 
develop a 
coherent analysis 
or synthesis. 

Good 
The student 
interpreted / 
evaluated 
information from 
the sources to 
sufficiently 
develop a 
coherent analysis 
or synthesis. 

Very Good 
The student 
interpreted / 
evaluated 
information from 
the sources to 
develop a 
comprehensive 
analysis or 
synthesis. 

 
 c.  The student has a position, thesis or hypothesis in the research essays for INT 300 

and INT 490.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Very Poor 
The student has 
not stated a 
position or thesis. 

Poor 
The student has 
stated a position 
or thesis, but is 
poorly defined, 
simplistic, and 
obvious. 

Adequate 
The student has 
stated a specific 
position or thesis 
that acknowledges 
different sides of 
an issue. 

Good 
The student has 
stated a specific 
position or thesis 
that takes into 
account the 
complexities of an 
issue and others’ 
points of view are 
acknowledged. 

Very Good 
The student has 
stated a specific 
position or thesis 
that is imaginative 
and takes into 
account the 
complexities of an 
issue; the limits of 
the position or 
thesis are 
acknowledged and 
others’ points of 
view are 
synthesized within 
it. 

 
Learning Outcome 3:  The student applies an interdisciplinary methodology to provide new 
insight into a global issue, process, trend, or policy.  
 a.  The student has properly employed two or more disciplines in his/her research 

essays for INT 300 and INT 490.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Very Poor 
The student has 
not employed any 
disciplinary 
methodologies or 
theories. 

Poor 
The student has 
employed only 
one disciplinary 
methodology or 
theory. 

Adequate 
The student has 
employed two 
disciplinary 
methodologies or 
theories, but they 
may not be the 
most appropriate. 

Good 
The student has 
employed two 
disciplinary 
methodologies or 
theories that are 
appropriate to the 
topic. 

Very Good 
The student has 
employed two or 
more disciplinary 
methodologies or 
theories 
appropriately and 
in a sophisticated 
manner. 



 b. The student has evaluated the benefits and limitations of the disciplines employed in 
his/her research essays for INT 300 and INT 490. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Very Poor 
The student 
presented no 
benefits and 
limitations. 

Poor 
The student 
presented 
benefits and 
limitations, but 
they are possibly 
irrelevant and 
unsupported. 

Adequate 
The student 
presented 
relevant and 
supported 
benefits and 
limitations. 

Good 
The student 
discussed relevant 
and supported 
benefits and 
limitations. 

Very Good 
The student 
insightfully 
discussed in detail 
relevant and 
supported 
benefits and 
limitations. 

 
 c.  The student has integrated the employed disciplines in an interdisciplinary manner in 

his/her research essays for INT 300 and INT 490. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Very Poor 
The student did 
not integrate the 
disciplinary 
methodologies or 
misunderstood 
them. 

Poor 
The student only 
rudimentarily 
integrated the 
disciplinary 
methodologies or 
critical elements 
of them were 
missing, 
incorrectly 
developed, or 
unfocused. 

Adequate 
The student 
sufficiently 
integrated the 
disciplinary 
methodologies; 
critical elements 
of them were 
appropriately 
developed, but 
more subtle 
elements were 
neglected. 

Good 
The student fully 
integrated the 
disciplinary 
methodologies 
and synthesized 
them in an 
interdisciplinary 
manner. 

Very Good 
The student 
skillfully 
integrated the 
disciplinary 
methodologies 
and fully 
synthesized them 
in an 
interdisciplinary 
manner. 

 
Learning Outcome 4:  The student presents a clear and concise account of a global issue, 
process, trend, or policy. 
 a.  The student has employed the style and organization appropriate for his/her 

research essays for INT 300 and INT 490.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Very Poor 
The student used 
no consistent 
system for basic 
organization and 
presentation. 

Poor 
The student 
attempted to use 
a consistent 
system for basic 
organization and 
presentation. 

Adequate 
The student 
followed the 
expectations 
appropriate to 
International 
Studies for basic 
organization, and 
presentations. 

Good 
The student 
demonstrated 
consistent use of 
important 
conventions 
particular to 
International 
Studies, including 
organization, 
presentation, and 
stylistic choices. 

Very Good 
The student 
demonstrated 
successful 
execution of 
conventions 
particular to 
International 
Studies, including 
organization, 
presentation, 
formatting, and 
stylistic choices. 

 



b.  The student has control of syntax and grammar in his/her research essays for INT 300 
and INT 490.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Very Poor 
The student used 
language that 
frequently 
impedes meaning 
because of errors 
in usage. 

Poor 
The student used 
language that 
sometimes 
impedes meaning 
because of errors 
in usage. 

Adequate 
The student used 
language that 
generally conveys 
meaning to 
readers with 
clarity, although 
writing may 
include some 
errors. 

Good 
The student used 
straightforward 
language that 
generally conveys 
meaning to 
readers. The 
language has few 
errors. 

Very Good 
The student used 
graceful language 
that skillfully 
communicates 
meaning to 
readers with 
clarity and 
fluency, and is 
virtually error-
free. 

 
Learning Outcome 5:  The student demonstrates basic proficiency in a language in addition to 

English. 
 a.  The student effectively read and properly employed a non-English source in his/her 

research essay for INT 490.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Very Poor 
The student 
employed no non-
English sources.  

Poor 
The student 
employed one 
insignificant or 
irrelevant non-
English source. 

Adequate 
The student 
employed one 
significant or 
relevant non-
English source. 

Good 
The student 
employed a few 
relevant and 
significant non-
English sources. 

Very Good 
The student 
employed several 
relevant and 
significant non-
English sources. 

 
Learning Outcome 6:  The student describes the intellectual and ethical responsibilities of 
active global citizenship.  
 a.   The student has evaluated the impacts of a global issue, process, trend, or policy in 

his/her research essay INT 490. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Very Poor 
The student has 
not evaluated the 
impacts of the 
global issue, 
process, etc. 

Poor 
The student has 
evaluated the 
impacts of the 
global issue, 
process, etc. in a 
rudimentary way. 

Adequate 
The student has 
evaluated the 
impacts of the 
global issue, 
process, etc., but 
with a few errors 
or incompletely. 

Good 
The student has 
evaluated the 
impacts of the 
global issue, 
process, etc. in a 
complete manner. 

Very Good 
The student has 
evaluated the 
impacts in a 
sophisticated and 
complete manner. 

 



 
 b.   The student has offered a solution to a global issue, process, trend, or policy in 

his/her research essay INT 490. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Very Poor 
The student has 
not offered a 
solution to a 
global issue. 

Poor 
The student has 
offered a solution 
but provided little 
evidence in 
support of it.  

Adequate 
The student has 
offered a solution 
but has not fully 
supported it with 
evidence a 
solution to a 
global issue. 

Good 
The student has 
offered a solution 
and supported it 
with evidence a 
solution to a 
global issue. 

Very Good 
The student has 
offered a solution 
and supported it 
with evidence a 
solution to a 
global issue, 
detailing both the 
pros and cons. 

 
Learning Outcome 7:  The student uses diverse cultural frames of reference to accept cultural 
differences and tolerate cultural ambiguity.  
 a.   The student has employed multiple cultural frames of reference or perspectives in 

his/her research essay INT 490. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Very Poor 
The student has 
employed no 
cultural frames of 
reference or 
perspectives. 

Poor 
The student has 
employed a few 
cultural frames of 
reference or 
perspectives 
inaccurately.  

Adequate 
The student has 
employed a few 
cultural frames of 
reference or 
perspectives 
accurately. 

Good 
The student has 
employed a 
variety of cultural 
frames of 
reference or 
perspectives 
accurately. 

Very Good 
The student has 
employed a 
variety of cultural 
frames of 
reference or 
perspectives fully 
and accurately. 

 
 b.  The student has displayed a sympathetic understanding of multiple cultural frames of 

reference or perspectives in his/her research essay INT 490..  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Very Poor 
The student has 
displayed no 
understanding of 
cultural frames of 
reference or 
perspectives 
employed. 

Poor 
The student has 
displayed a 
rudimentary 
understanding of 
cultural frames of 
reference or 
perspectives 
employed. 

Adequate 
The student has 
displayed an 
understanding of 
cultural frames of 
reference or 
perspectives 
employed. 

Good 
The student has 
displayed a good 
understanding of 
cultural frames of 
reference or 
perspectives 
employed. 

Very Good 
The student has 
displayed a 
sophisticated 
understanding of 
cultural frames of 
reference or 
perspectives 
employed. 

 
  



International Studies Program Outcomes 
 
The International Studies major includes courses that provide students with the tools that will 
help them to live ethical, meaningful, and productive lives in the global society of the 21st 
century. Many modern economic, political, and environmental problems transcend national 
boundaries and demand global solutions. Students should understand the interconnectedness 
of peoples and cultures and understand their worldview in relation to the worldview of others. 
Such understanding is likely to result only after careful examination of multiple facets of other 
cultures and the global society, including art and literature, globalization, and the environment, 
and/or after a detail study of specific regions, such as Asia, Europe, the Middle East, or Latin 
America. 
 
To that end, International Studies has the following educational/program outcomes: 
 
Outcome 1:  Developing the INT Program; To assure the quality of the existing courses, and to 
develop new courses, requirements, and new concentrations appropriate to International 
Studies. 
 
This outcome links to the following UNCW Strategic goal:   
 Create the most powerful learning experience possible for our students. 
 
Assessment Mechanism 
 Tools: discussion and review of Learning Outcome Assessment data and reports by the 

Director and the Advisory Council. 
 Implementation: Chair collects assessment data directly and submits a report to the Advisory 

Council, who then make recommendations on the curriculum. 

 
Outcome 2:  Developing INT Students; The recruitment and retention of majors and double 
majors, their preparation for graduate and professional education, fostering of student active 
learning and independent research.  
 
This outcome links to the following UNCW Strategic goals:   
 Create the most powerful learning experience possible for our students. 
 Create an educational environment that prepares our students to be global citizens. 
 
Assessment Mechanisms 
 Tools: continuous evaluations the needs of International Studies students and whether the 

course offerings of the curriculum meet those needs through individual advising 
conferences and other student feedback and requests. Discussions with prospective 
students about what they are looking for in the program also yields evidence. Monitor the 
number of majors and retention rate of declared majors. 



 Implementation: All advising is performed by the Director of International Studies, who 
reports to the members of the International Studies Advisory Council.  This council 
determines the curriculum and changes to it. 

 
 
Outcome 3:  Developing INT Students; To encourage student to make connections between 
important ideas and the world in which they live and work; and to train active, engaged 
citizens to think creatively about the problems that face their communities and the world 
around them. 
 
This Outcome links to the following UNCW Strategic goals:  
 Create an educational environment that prepares our students to be global citizens. 
 Embrace and enhance diversity throughout the university’s constituencies, culture, 

curriculum and outreach activities. 
 
Assessment Mechanisms 
 Tools: making connections between classroom instruction and international events, 

presentations, films, etc. that are presented on campus and in the community. 
 Implementation: request Cultural Arts funding and use of trust fund and annual budget to 

bring in speakers, show films, etc. on international topics.  
 
 
Outcome 4: Developing Quality Faculty; To recruit quality instructors, foster excellence in 
faculty teaching, research, and service. Promotion of diversity and globalization in faculty and 
educational program. 
 
This Outcome links to the following UNCW Strategic goals:  
 Recruit, retain and develop quality faculty, administration and staff in appropriate numbers. 
 Create an educational environment that prepares our student to be global citizens. 
 Embrace and enhance diversity throughout the university’s constituencies, culture, 

curriculum and outreach activities. 
 
Assessment Mechanisms 
 Tools: review of instruction, mentoring and annual evaluations for all instructors. 
 Implementation: the Director collects data from instructors directly through classroom 

visitations, from mentoring meetings, from annual reports, and from Student Perception of 
Teaching reports. 


