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CONTACT AN AMBASSADOR - EUROPE 

Ashley Prinzhorn 
Prague Consulting Project – Faculty-Led 
Short-term Spring 2017 

While studying in Denmark, I was part of the Prague consulting group from 
UNCW that only lasted one week, but I spent an additional week traveling to 
Vienna, Barcelona, & Copenhagen. After high school, I spent 12 months 
backpacking across Latin America. Both of these experiences abroad taught 
me how to navigate new areas alone, how to communicate with people from 

different backgrounds, and how to handle difficult situations without becoming overwhelmed, everyday 
can be an adventure 

Alexandra Harris 
Summer on the Mediterranean – Faculty-Led 
Summer 2017 

I think students should study abroad in France because the culture is so distinct 
and rich. My favorite experience abroad was when our group took a day trip to 
the small village of Cassis, France. We took a catamaran ride around the 

Calanques, which are rocky mountains that meet the ocean, and are incredibly beautiful. We walked 
about the small city and ate the local gelato and croissants. 

FRANCE

DENMARK 
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Catherine Formichelle 
Summer on the Mediterranean 
Summer 2018 

Studying abroad was one of the best decisions that I made because I got the 
opportunity to travel all over Europe and meet a ton of new people in and out of our 
program. It was also interesting to take a class at a university in a different country. 
I got to travel all over France and Europe and I learned so much from just the travel 
part of our trip. Our program set up a sailing trip for our group where we took a 90 
foot sailboat across the Mediterranean. We also had a program at the university in 
Marseille called interact. This group made our experience very enjoyable because 
we made some great French friends as well. 

Brinn McNutt 
Paris NC Consortium Program 
Spring 2019 

Living in Paris was an experience unlike anything I had ever done before. It was 
especially unique because of my connection and admiration for the French 
language. The museums, gardens, restaurants and people of Paris made 
studying abroad so fun. Every day was a new adventure, sometimes a bit 
challenging to not be completely fluent in French, but very rewarding. I loved 
living with my host family, it made Paris feel like home almost immediately and 
allowed me to really integrate into French culture rather smoothly.  They made 
Paris feel like home. 

Mikaela Harmeling 
Summer on the Mediterranean 
Summer 2019 

I went and had the time of my life, full of history and new experiences that I will never forget.  It is hard to 
name one favorite experience out of the many that I had. Overall, I think I enjoyed figuring out where 
things were and then walking around seeing said destinations with my friends (and family at one point) 
the most. The reactions we all had and the memories we made on each journey became unforgettable. 
However, in my host country, my favorite place was Cassis. It's quaint little town atmosphere and clear 
waters took my breath away. 

Lauren Perry 
Summer on the Mediterranean 
Summer 2019 

France is a great country to see many beautiful things while emerging 
yourself into the culture. Studying in a different country at KEDGE University 
helped broaden my knowledge in and outside of the classroom. If you get the 
chance to go to Marseille, do not miss out! My favorite experience while 
studying in Marseille was taking a ferry to, Ile de Frioul which is a group of 
islands with crystal blue water that is surrounded by beautiful mountains, they 
were unlike anything I have ever seen. Swimming in the water with all of my 
new friends was a day that I will remember and cherish for the rest of my life. 
living there. Most people do not have an opportunity to live in a different 
country for a few months and travel, so this is worth considering while a 
student at UNCW.
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Ellery Giever 
KEDGE 
Spring 2019 

Study abroad is by far the best experience ever. Not only are you experiencing 
education abroad, you're also learning how to acclimate to a new culture with new 
people. I will never forget the amazing times I had traveling Europe with the people I 
met from all over the world. I have created relationships and memories that will last 
forever. 

Rebekah Ratliff 
KEDGE 
Spring 2019 

The shock is there but it's mostly awe. I befriended the best people I've ever 
met and learned so much about myself in the process. I'm now confident I 
could travel anywhere and smooth out any bumps along the road. France is 
one of the most beautiful places I've ever been. The stereotype that people 
are rude and stand-offish is only based on differences in our cultures. They 
are lovely, open-minded people who helped me when I needed it and made 
me feel welcome. 

Katheryn Haas 
Intensive Language Study in Bonn and Bremen 
Summer 2019 

People should study abroad in Germany because not only is it a beautiful country, 
but it also has a big opportunity to learn about American history. Germany is a great 
place to learn about World War II and the Cold War. I also think Germany is an 
amazing place to visit because it is centrally located in Europe, so there are lots of 
opportunities to travel elsewhere.  My favorite experience while in my host country 
was visiting Berlin. Berlin embraces the history of World War II and while I was in 

Berlin I got to experience a tour of a concentration camp. Visiting a camp was one of the things I wanted 
to visit Germany to do, and it is an unreal feeling that I got to do it. 

Jenny Schuster 
Sustainable Iceland: Energy, Tourism & Industry 
Summer 2019 

Many of the experiences that I had in Iceland were those that you could not 
have hardly anywhere else. There are few places on this globe where you could 
hike a glacier, experience eternal daylight, or bathe in a stream heated by the 
earth. Many of the adventures I had in Iceland involved things that I never 
imagined myself being able to do, I was pushed outside my comfort zone daily, 

but enjoyed every minute of it.  

GERMANY
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Olivia Michael 
Intensive Language Study in Bonn and Bremen 
Summer 2019 

Studying abroad has made me more culturally experienced. I now feel 
confident maneuvering my way in any new location and being a more social 
individual. I've made friends from across the globe, who I still keep in contact 
with today. I recommend all students to adventure out of their comfort zones 
because this experience has enriched my life with a once in a lifetime journey. 
As most travel junkies would say, my favorite part was the culture. When we'd 
dine out together, we were really immersed in the situation by speaking their 
language and eating native foods, like schnitzel and sauerkraut. For a brief 
moment I felt as if I lived there and that was surreal. 

Allison Eury 
Cologne Business School: Germany 
Fall 2019 

Studying abroad is a life changing experience! After doing a summer 
semester, I knew I wanted to go back for a full semester. The most 
enriching part is being able to meet people from all over the world 
and experience new cultures. From this experience, I found two of my 
now best friends. Neither of them has ever traveled to the US, so we 
are planning a trip for them to come visit me a year from now. This 
experience was priceless because I made lifelong, international 
friendships! 

IRELAND 
Alexsana Light 
National Univ. of Ireland, Galway (NUI Galway) 
Fall 2018 

Ireland has such an incredible history and culture, and I really got to experience that 
firsthand while in Galway. Not only does it provide such a rich cultural experience, 
but the people are some of the nicest I've ever met, and there are a large number of 
international students at NUIG. My favorite part about studying abroad in Galway 

was the Christmas market that opened in the town square. They had a big lighting ceremony where they 
turned on all the Christmas lights, and officially opened the market up, along with the Ferris wheel and 
carousel across the street. 

Savanna Morris 
UNCW @ Maynooth: A Fall Program for First Year Spring Admitted Students 
Fall 2018 

Students will find that this experience will mature and humble them as they grow into a 
more culturally enhanced citizen. This will change their perspective on the surrounding 
communities they encounter and allow for more critical thinking. Students should want 
to study abroad to learn aspects that are unimaginable otherwise! My trip to the 
Carrick-a-Rede Rope Bridge was definitely one of my favorite trips I took in Ireland!
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Kaleigh O’Neal 
UNCW @ Maynooth: A Fall Program for First Year Spring Admitted Students 
Fall 2018 

I encourage students to study abroad in Ireland because, not only is it a beautiful 
country, the people in Ireland are amazing. Seeing how others live outside of the 
United States is one of the best educational opportunities that one can take advantage 
of. Seeing and experiencing how other countries live is one of the most enriching 
opportunities offered at UNCW. My favorite memory would have to be 

traveling around the countryside of Ireland where the roads were wide enough for only one car. Going on 
tours through the countryside was such an interesting way to learn about Irish history 

Brianna Gross 
Maynooth Univ.: Ireland 
Fall 2019 

Studying abroad has allowed me the opportunity to interact with 
people from a variety of different backgrounds and beliefs as well as 
the freedom to travel to several countries throughout Europe. This 
experience will enable you to better understand the world's cultures 
and create relationships with people from all over the world. By putting 

Alexis Vaiksnoras 
AIFS Study Abroad in Florence 
Summer 2019 

Italy is known to have some of the most famous artistic masterpieces, and it was 
incredible to admire them in person. Additionally, some of the most beautiful 
landscapes in the world are found in Italy, specifically the countryside, vineyards, 
and beaches. I found communicating with locals to be most enriching about my 
study abroad experience; it was very enlightening to gain firsthand knowledge of 
a new culture. It was incredible to emerge myself in a new culture and view the 
world from a different perspective.  My favorite place in Italy was the Amalfi 
Coast. The natural landscape and crystal clear waters were simply breathtaking 

Alyssa Yon 
UNCW In Italy 
Summer 2019 

I went to Sorrento, Italy for my summer study abroad session.  Through this 
program, I was able to complete 2 courses through a satellite foreign program 
via UNCW.  The experience I gained through this program is invaluable.  It has 
enhanced my experience in the areas of financial planning, time management 
and my ability in adapting to a foreign country.  Through the 6 weeks of living in 
Italy, I was able to explore the surrounding areas of Sorrento.  My favorite place 
in Sorrento, Italy would be Corso Italia which is the main street of the town. Set 
on the edge of the hillside with a breathtaking view of the ocean, Corso Italia is 
lined with delicious restaurants, cafes, gelato shops, and stores. 

and an unforgettable experience. 

yourself in a completely foreign situation you are forced to look inward and you learn how to depend 
on your instincts and judgment. My favorite experience in Ireland was a boat trip in Donegal at the 
Cliffs of Moher. Being able to see the cliffs from the water was truly breath-taking and a once in a 
lifetime opportunity. 

ITALY 
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Nicole Kohr  
UNCW in Italy 
Fall 2019 

I think that while studying abroad you get the chance to really learn about 
yourself; while also getting the chance to see a whole different part of this 
world that some people never get the chance to experience. It was also the 
best four months I got to spend with the new friends I met and got to travel to 
places I never thought I would get to. My favorite experience in Italy was all of the 
times I got to spend with my new friends that I met. I truly felt like I got the chance 
to make lifelong friends while I was over there. We got the chance to travel 
together as well as have family dinners and it really did feel like a family away 
from home. 

Alyssa Henyecz
UNCW in Italy
Summer 2019

Studying abroad in Italy was an eye-opening experience. I stayed in an 
apartment in the small coastal city of Sorrento. Living in Sorrento I was able to 
see both the tourist side of Italy and the family focused environment that Italian 
culture is known for. Italy has so many different cultures and customs depending 
on where you are in the country. Living in Italy myself I realized that the U.S. has 
very much so Americanized Italian culture and it was very humbling to see real 
Italian culture. I felt welcomed at all places I went to and even made friends with 
local storeowners who helped myself and my roommates in navigating our way 
in a new country.

Emilee Troutwine 
UNCW in Italy
Fall 2019

Studying abroad not only introduces you to different cultures but gives you the 
opportunity to meet people in these countries and build relationships with them. 
We cried saying goodbye to one of our favorite restaurant owners! I learned so 
much from my teachers about their culture and about a lot of good places to visit 
in other countries. My favorite experience studying abroad was traveling with the 
friends I made, friendships that I would consider to be lifelong.

James Olson 
ISEP in Netherlands – Radbound University Nijmegen 
Spring 2017 

The Netherlands is an amazing place to study abroad because it is such a 
beautiful country. There are fields of tulips, countryside’s of green, bicycling 
everywhere, and it is home to the amazing city of Amsterdam. I loved 
immersing myself in the Dutch culture and food, especially the decadent 

desserts. My favorite place in the Netherlands was the Top floor of my host Universities tallest building. 
Twenty floors up, you can see miles around the city enjoying the quaint Dutch houses to the large 
churches. 

THE NETHERLANDS 
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Shannon Parness 
CIEE Advanced Liberal Arts Program in Barcelona, Spain 
Fall 2019 

The study abroad experience was one of the best in my life. Going to Spain, 
especially as a Spanish major, let me into their culture in a way I never knew 
possible before. For me, learning a language is like learning a new culture, so 
when you immerse yourself into that culture, it helps even more. I was able to use 
Spanish in my everyday life, so I furthered my knowledge there as well. I made 
friends and memories that will last a lifetime!  

Olivia Faria 
Summer in Santander, Spain 
Summer 2018 

I think anyone wanting to practice Spanish should study abroad in Spain because 
there are so many different parts of the country that all have their own beautiful 
views and rich history. I would recommend staying in Santander, Spain, as I did 
due to the city being small, but having so much compacted into it. There were the 
incredible beaches 5 minutes away, the view of the mountains from my window, 
the active city life just outside my door, and all the must see towns just a bus ride 
away. It was the perfect place to spend my 5-week trip. 

Ellen Harris 
Univ. of Valencia 
Spring 2018 

I loved studying abroad in Valencia because the city is beautiful and it's not too 
touristy. It forced me move outside my comfort zone and it helped me become 
more independent. Valencia is the perfect place to go if you're looking to 
practice Spanish and learn some of the Spanish culture. Valencia is a city with 
a variety of traditions and celebrations, so it seemed like there was always 
something going on to participate in. One of the best parts of my trip was 
meeting people from all over the world. I now have friends in many other 
countries that I still stay in touch with and hope to visit in the future. 

Malon Hodges 
ISA Granada, Spain: Spanish Language, Culture & Electives
Fall 2018 

I studied abroad because I wanted to indulge in an environment that was 
something completely different than anything I have seen or lived. Going to 
Spain was an excellent option for me to be a part of something that was 
different. Spain offered a rich, traditional cultural experience that was 
incomparable to anything we can see in the US. From the rolling hills of 
olive trees to regal remnants of Muslim architecture, Spain imparted a feeling 
that could not be described in words. 

SPAIN
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Haley Jensen 
ISA Sevilla, Spain 
Spring 2018 

I encourage every UNCW student to study abroad because it is a once-in-a-life 
time opportunity. While you are in college, you have a lot less responsibilities 
and you are able to truly enjoy the experience and learn a lot about yourself 
and the world. Before studying abroad in Spain I had never left the country and 
being able to travel Europe opened my eyes to how big the world is and how 
many opportunities are out there. Spain was an incredible country because 
they have such a unique culture and history from the rest of Europe, in addition 
to beautiful weather, amazing beaches, and incredibly kind people. I also was 
able to grow a lot in my Spanish. I would love to help reassure students that 
studying abroad is an amazing opportunity and it is well worth the work to 
make it happen.  
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Grace Pilcher 
ISA Valencia, Spain: Hispanic Studies 
Summer 2019 

I think studying abroad is important for everyone to experience, especially those 
who are learning another language. This trip was especially enriching for me since 
I want to be a language teacher. At the end of my five weeks, I was able to 
confidently communicate with the locals and take part in conversations with my 
host family. My listening comprehension and speaking ability improved just within a 
month of living in Valencia, Spain. Valencia had many different areas that made up 
the unique city. Valencia taught me so much and provided me with an innumerable 

amount of experiences that I will never forget. 

 Kaylin Spence 
Semester in Spain UNC Charlotte 
Spring 2019 

I learned more Spanish in three months in Spain than I have in all my years 
studying in the US. Immersion is such a fast-paced, helpful method to learn a 
language while simultaneously getting acquainted with another culture and 
making real-life relationships across the world that could last a lifetime and open 
new opportunities in the future. Taking all my classes in Spanish forced my brain 
to switch from translating words to English in my head and simply understand the 

meaning of the Spanish word on its own, which sped up my learning. 

Andrea Perez-maspons 
AIFS Study Abroad in Salamanca: Semester or Academic Year 
Spring 2019 

Study abroad has easily been one of the best experiences I have ever had 
in my life. While you may have the chance to visit many places throughout 
your life, there is truly nothing like the opportunity to live in another country. 
There are many challenges that come with studying abroad but the friends 
and experiences created are unlike any other and I would not trade my 

experience in Spain for anything in the world.  My favorite experience abroad was getting to travel on the 
weekends to different cities that we were learning about in class. Getting to first-hand experience the 
things I was learning about was incredible and eye opening. 
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Alexis Jessup 
AIFS Study Abroad in Salamanca 
Summer 2019 
Studying abroad in Spain not only helped me practice speaking Spanish 
but allowed me to meet people from all over the world. The most 
enriching part of my study abroad experience was learning from those 
new relationships about the diverse cultures around the world. During 
my two month stay, I was able to travel to Italy, Portugal, London, and 
many cities in Spain. It was interesting to see how people interacted 

within the cultures, what foods were popular to eat, and hearing their languages and dialects. I feel that 
the knowledge I have gained about these cultures will help me in the future to better understand my 
patients. I hope other students will consider studying abroad in Spain to explore its beautiful art, culture, 
and history.   

Regan Walsh 
Semester in Spain UNC Charlotte 
Spring 2019 

Spain is without a doubt one of the most culturally rich countries in Europe 
and even the world! Even somebody who hasn't studied the language or 
history there can appreciate the immense and unique beauty it possesses 
due to its geography and complex past of mixed cultures. My experience 
living with a host family was what I found most enriching. Not only did this 
improve my Spanish speaking more than all my previous language classes, 
but I got to truly engage in the native Spanish lifestyle and learn the 

traditions and customs from people I've formed a lifelong connection with! 

Josie Trautwein 
ISA Barcelona, Spain: Design & Visual Arts - Semester 
Fall 2019 

Studying abroad in Spain was such an incredible and eye-opening experience. I 
gained so much perspective about the way other people live and was introduced 
to cultural and political issues I had never even heard of before and met so many 
students who have become my lifelong friends. I lived with a host family which is 
something I highly recommend to everyone. I was able to practice my Spanish 
daily, learned about the political issues Spain is facing, and felt like I really had a 
home and family to talk to when needed.  

Lauren Eisel 
ISA Madrid, Spain 
Fall 2019 

I had the time of my life studying abroad in Madrid and I highly 
recommend it to everyone! I think what made my experience even 
better is I fully immersed myself in the culture. I lived with a host family 
who didn't speak any English, so it forced me to step out of my comfort 
zone and really push myself. I even met up with locals to help them 
learn English while they helped me with Spanish. I absolutely fell in 

love with Madrid during my time there and see myself returning there in the future! 
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Ashley Jensen 
CHHS: Innovation in Health and Human Services (For Graduate Students) 
Short-Term Spring 2018 
Sweden is leading the way not only in deploying technology to solve 
healthcare and social problems, but in multidisciplinary team approaches and 
co-production that garner viable solutions for all stakeholders. The country's 
safety, cleanliness, and lovely people are just the icing on the proverbial cake 
to make this country an attractive option for educating students in a safe, 

clean, and welcoming environment. While I learned so much while traveling in Sweden, I will never forget 
our cultural activity in Gr’nna and Visings. Our group took a ferry to an island lake where we traveled by 
bike to explore medieval castle ruins and burial mounds as well as current Swedish rural lifestyles and 
capped our day with a traditional garden/lake to table meal prepared by a personal chef. Along the way 
we took in beautiful mountain and lake scenery and practiced our Swedish with the friendly locals. 

Alejandro Ramirez 
CHHS: Innovation in Health and Human Services (For Graduate Students) 
Short-Term Spring 2018 

All UNCW students, especially those pursuing a major under the college of 
health & human services, should study abroad in Sweden and Denmark. For 
example, I believe Sweden is the ideal location for studying healthcare 

Britton Edwards 
Global Connections in London & Hatfield – Faculty-Led 
Short Term – Spring 2016 

One of the prime benefits of studying abroad in the United Kingdom is the rich 
diversity that courses through the nation, primarily in the bustling city of 
London. Both locals and tourists add to that diversity, making the city a mixture 

of every group of people that comes to experience the culture. Every street corner echoes with accents 
and languages from all across the world. During my visit, I was able to speak to people from nations I'd 
never visited and see the traditions of societies other than the ones I'd grown up with. 

Kathryn Greisiger 
Keele Univ. 
Spring 2016 

The United Kingdom, and England especially, is an amazing gateway to the 
rest of Europe.  With my program, not only did I meet UK students, but also 
students from all over the world. My semester abroad gave me the chance to 

discover my strengths and weaknesses and who I am as a person, and gave me a greater understanding 
of how the world works. 

SWEDEN 

innovation because of its trusted system that provides a better overall structure in comparison to our 
healthcare, all surrounded by beautiful scenery wherever you go. From their modern, minimalist yet 
functional architecture, to their elevated, waterside views, Sweden is a fascinating place to study and 
explore. A highlight of the trip would be the tour around Halmstad, as well as the city's university, a 
Swedish college comparable and dissimilar to UNCW, spanning from the campus itself to the courses 
hosted to their students. 

UK-ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, WALES
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Thomas Olsen 
Business Study Abroad in London & Hatfield, England 
Summer 2018 

Studying abroad in London was such a unique experience. You are exposed to 
so many different cultures and are able to experience the lifestyle of an English 
mate. In addition, you make lasting friendships and memories. There is endless 
things to do in a city like London. My favorite experience in London, England was 
being able to go out with my peers to enjoy the city and experience the nightlife. 

Erin Hilbrands 
Swansea Univ. 
Spring 2018 

Being across an ocean from family and friends can be hard, but as soon as I 
arrived at Swansea, students were eager to help me settle into the student 
village. They made me feel at home. Everyone I met was so kind and helpful 
and I really felt like I was part of the community within the first couple of days. 
The people I met and the new student community that I was now part of in 
Wales greatly enriched my experience. The best part about going abroad is that 
you really have to put yourself out there in order to explore a new place and 
meet new people, and I became so much more independent and confident 
through that. Wales has so much to offer both in terms of amazing people and 

beautiful places to explore, and while you take advantage of the amazing things it has to offer, you grow 
as a person and learn so much about yourself. 

Heather Jensen 
Univ. of Stirling  
Fall 2016 

Scotland is a beautiful, green, and wild country. I would recommend students 
study in Scotland if they love nature and history.  There are wonderful 
mountains, but there are also bustling cities and castles.  What I found most 

enriching about my study abroad experience was learning how to communicate intercultural.  I met so 
many international people and I found an appreciation for so many cultures, languages, and ways of life 
different from my own.  It opened my eyes, and I really grew as a person. 

Taylor May 
Univ. of Stirling 
Fall 2017 

Stirling is a great place to study abroad. It is a small city filled with interesting 
history and it is a short train ride away from larger cities like Edinburgh and 
Glasgow. From almost anywhere in the city you can see Stirling Castle and the 
William Wallace monument, which are some of Scotlands tops attractions. I 

took advantage of the easy access to many of Scotland's beautiful mountains by going on hikes almost 
every weekend.  
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Chase Myers 
Swansea Univ. 
Spring 2018 

As Seahawks, we are always expected to take a step outside of our comfort 
zone and face fresh challenges when possible. Going abroad to Wales was 
one of the best decisions I could have made as both an academic and as an 
adventurist. Wales is the most stunning country I have ever been to, as there is 
a little something for everyone who visits. Big cities or small towns, pubs or 
Indian cuisine, the ocean or mountains, the options of exploration are endless. 
Wales is most notable for the many castles that are spread out as far as the 
eye can see, the beautifully organic landscapes, and an overall quaintness of 
the country that makes interacting with the locals comforting and fun. Wales is 

the perfect country to study in if you are someone who likes hiking, nature, culture, and something just out 
of your familiar element 

Sarah George 
Swansea Univ. 
Fall 2017 

Going to Wales was a dream come true. I met an incredible amount of people 
not only from the United Kingdom but from many countries in Europe, and I was 
able to forge lasting friendships. I was able to celebrate Guy Fawkes Night on 
the beach surrounded by my friends and the community. We watched fireworks 
displays, made our own bonfire with everyone else out that night, and I got to 
learn about and celebrate a holiday that I'd only heard of before. 

Olivia Backston 
Univ. of Hertfordshire 
Academic Year 2018 

Studying abroad gives students an opportunity to experience meeting people from 
all over the world as England and the University of Hertfordshire is a melting pot of 
many different cultures and ethnicities. My favorite part of the experience was not 
only the easy access to both London and the rest of Europe, but also being able to 
make a close set of friends and a new set of experiences that I can treasure 
forever.  

Paris Backston 
Univ. of Hertfordshire 
Academic Year 2018 

Traveling to England allowed me to gain a sense independence and learn how 
people in other countries live, which is sometimes very different than in the US. The 
most enriching part of my experience was the people I met and the close 
relationships that I was able to form. My favorite experience was any time I got the 
chance to visit London. It is such an amazing city full of so many different cultures 
and experiences. 

mailto:studyabroad@uncw.edu
mailto:ctm3590@uncw.edu
mailto:slg3704@uncw.edu
mailto:lei1143@uncw.edu
mailto:ofb3189@uncw.edu
mailto:pjb9762@uncw.edu


uncw.edu/abroad  |  studyabroad@uncw.edu  |  910.962.3685 

Olivia Miller 
University of Surrey 
Spring 2019 
Studying abroad in England gave me a deeper understanding of the world 
that is unlike any other. England offers a melting pot of diverse people from 
all over the world which allowed me to see many different perspectives and 
cultures, but all in one country.  In the week before I headed back to 
America, my group of exchange student friends I had made while abroad 
and I traveled to Brighton as our last trip together. Brighton had some of the 

most beautiful natural landscapes I had ever seen, and it was a great way to end a life-changing 
semester. 

Sydnee Boswell 
University of Stirling International Summer School 
Summer 2019 

As someone that tends to hover among what I know, I have missed out on 
experiences in the past simply because of fearing the unknown. However, 
studying abroad in Scotland really pushed me to grow as a person and shift 
my ideas on comfort in new situations. I have gained a newfound confidence in 
my ability to make friends, translate languages, handle cultural differences, 
and navigate my surroundings. The beautiful scenery, friendly locals, and 
interesting history/storytelling bound to be experienced in Scotland is 
unmatched and heightened my overall experience over the two months I 
stayed there.   

Rachel Polzin 
ISEP in United Kingdom - Edinburgh Napier University, Edinburgh, Scotland 
ISEP Direct 
Spring 2019 

The entire country was breathtaking, from the city to the highlands, everything 
seemed magical. You could truly see where JK Rowling had gotten her 
inspiration for the wizarding world of Harry Potter in the original cobblestone 
streets, historic stone buildings, and the spectacular castle on a hill. The travel 
was cheap and I was able to explore some amazing cities and find some new 
favorites across Europe. Edinburgh was the city I made memories and 
friendships to last a lifetime, and where I left a part of my heart. 

Kristen Rhodes 
Univ. of Stirling: UK 
Fall 2019 

Scotland is a beautiful country and it is full of beautiful opportunity and 
experiences. Very rarely do you get the opportunity to be so close to 
so many historic landscapes, while also embracing the beauty of the 
country. While abroad I got to learn about Dutch, French, Italian, 
Canadian, Spanish and even some parts of American culture I didn't 
know. I also got to fully experience English, Scottish and Northern 

Ireland culture as these are the main parts of the United Kingdom. 
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Mikayla Sonnenfeld 
University of Southampton 
Spring 2019 

By going to England, I got the opportunity to study at a world renowned marine 
center, meet people from around the world, and travel to places I had only seen in 
movies. I loved getting to know a new culture and it really opened my worldview 
and made me more globally aware. British culture is super interesting and 
remarkably different from ours even though we speak the same language. You 
don't want to miss out on studying abroad because you are never going to have 
another chance to simply pack up and live in another country for several months 
without the pressure of working and adult life. Especially being in Europe, I got to 
explore so many other countries which was so special.  

Bradley Wilder 
University of Roehampton 
Spring 2019 

England was such a unique experience for me because while our countries 
shared the same spoken language, we had two vastly different cultures. Getting 
to have that comparison allowed me to better reflect on my life as a U.S. citizen 
and see how history could reflect differences in the present lives of both the 
English and the Americans. There was so much history in every building and 
London alone was enough to have many rewarding experiences, so many that I 
didn't have to leave the country to see incredible things, although I did. England 
was just the right amount of cultural difference to make a major personal 
difference for me. 
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