
UNCW TO PRESENT FREE SCREENING OF STUDENT DOCUMENTARIES 
‘Building a Better Wilmington: Giving and Volunteering in the Port City’ and ‘Beyond the 

Classroom: Learning to Lead’ Showcase Student Volunteer Efforts in Wilmington 
  

Wilmington, N.C. (January X, 2013) – The University of North Carolina Wilmington will 
host a free double-feature of the student documentaries Building a Better Wilmington: Giving and 
Volunteering in the Port City and Beyond the Classroom: Learning to Lead on January 29, the University 
announced today. The Office of Student Leadership and Engagement is hosting the event in 
partnership with several other campus departments. The screening will begin at 7 p.m. 
in Lumina Theatre and is to be followed with a Q&A. 
  
Building a Better Wilmington was first screened at the 2013 Cucalorus Film Festival. It 
features interviews with members of local nonprofits, activists, musicians and 
community leaders who are all currently involved in enriching Wilmington through 
volunteer efforts. Student director Ryne Seals and graduate student Vanessa Lacer 
capture conversations that highlight the personal rewards of involvement, how one can 
participate, and the importance giving and volunteering has on our community. 
  
“We are eager to present these two student documentaries to the public in the hope that 
they inspire others to get involved,” said Jeffrey Brudney, the Betty and Dan Cameron 
Family Distinguished Professor of Innovation in the Nonprofit Sector at UNCW. “These 
films are a great depiction of our students' quality of work, and the dedication of those in 
our community whose efforts make a tremendous impact in Wilmington and 
southeastern North Carolina.” 
  
 Beyond the Classroom: Learning to Lead documents the transformative experience of 
19 UNCW students enrolled in a class that focuses on leading nonprofit organizations. 
Viewers follow students as they complete projects such as building websites, 
performing budget analysis, and creating collateral materials to benefit local nonprofits. 
The film was directed by student Brooks Lee, the recipient of the 2013 Department of 
Film Studies Excellence in Film Production award. 
  
Brudney conceptualized and oversaw the creation of both films. He is the Academic 
Director of Quality Enhancement for Nonprofit Organizations (QENO), which is part of 
the Department of Public and International Affairs. QENO serves as a partnership 
between UNCW, funders, civic leaders and other community organizations to help build 
the capacity of nonprofit organizations and increase philanthropy in southeastern North 
Carolina.  
  
In addition to the Office of Student Leadership and Engagement, the Department of 
Public and International Affairs and QENO, the event is being co-sponsored by UNCW’s 
College of Health and Human Services, Watson College of Education, Master of Public 
Administration program, Cameron School of Business, Community Partnerships, E-
TEAL, Department of Film Studies, Department of Communication Studies, and the 
Association for Campus Entertainment (ACE).  
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The University of North Carolina Wilmington, the state’s coastal university, is dedicated 
to learning through the integration of teaching and mentoring with research and 
service. A public institution with nearly 14,000 students, the university is widely 
acknowledged for its superb faculty and staff and a powerful academic experience that 
stimulates creative inquiry, critical thinking, thoughtful expression and responsible 
citizenship. With an array of high-quality programs at the baccalaureate and master’s 
levels, and doctoral programs in marine biology and educational leadership, UNCW is 
continuously recognized at a national level for academic excellence and affordability. 
UNCW is dedicated to offering a community rich in diversity and inclusion, global 
perspectives, and enriching the quality of life through scholarly community engagement 
in such areas as health, education, the economy, the environment, marine and coastal 
issues, and the arts.  
  
 


