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MUS 331 SYLLABUS 
Measurement and Evaluation in Music Education 

Hybrid Online 
(1 credit) 

Section 001 TR, 11:00 AM - 12:15 PM  
(as scheduled below)  

Cultural Arts Building, Room 1080 
Fall, 2013 

 
Contact  Texts and Materials Course Description Learning Goals 

Assignments Assessments Grading Scale Course Schedule 
 Late Work University-Wide 

Policies 
 

 
Contact: 
Instructor Daniel C. Johnson, Ph.D.  
Office Cultural Arts Building, 1056 
Office Hours  M – F, 9 – 10 AM by appointment 
Phone (910) 962-7559 
Email johnsond@uncw.edu 

top  
 
Texts and Materials: 

• Required Textbook: Measurement and Evaluation for the Music Educator (Johnson, 2013) available online 
from Kendall-Hunt Publishing.  

• Other required material including the InTASC Standards and North Carolina Standard Course of Study is 
available online. The instructor will provide either links or files for these and other required materials. 

• Basic calculator functions (on a computer or smartphone) are required for some assignments.  
top  

 
Course Description: 

Topics discussed in this course include: planning the sequence, implementation, and evaluation of learning in 
music. Measurement of musical behaviors, including music aptitude, achievement, attitudes, behavioral 
objectives, test item construction, interpretation of data, and reporting of results. Essential concepts also 
include: descriptive statistics, standardized music tests, reliability, and validity.  
This course is designed to include key components of the Watson College of Education Conceptual 
Framework. All educators must use data for decisions, reflect upon their practice, exemplify their commitment 
to professional standards, implement appropriate communication strategies, and strive to meet the needs of all 
learners. Assignments in this course will assist you in preparing you to be a competent professional and a 
leader. 

top  
 

Learning Goals: 

1. To demonstrate your understanding of objectives (including behavioral, instructional, and learning 
outcomes) for two different K-12 music educational settings with corresponding lesson plans. 

2. To demonstrate your understanding of elementary descriptive statistics as used in K-12 music educational 
settings. 
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3. To compile a test item pool addressing a variety of musical behaviors. 
4. To demonstrate your knowledge of item analyses (difficulty and discrimination), and grading procedures. 
5. To construct two achievement tests in different instructional areas addressing two different domains and 

multiple musical behaviors. 

 top  
Course Requirements: 

• Prerequisite: General Music Methods (MUS 326) and either Choral or Instrumental Music Methods (MUS 
377 or MUS 373). 

• Regular attendance and successful participation in classroom and online activities.  
• Successful and timely completion of written assignments and chapter projects: 

o Behavioral objectives assignments and project 
o Statistical assignment and quizzes 
o Item pool 
o Music test projects 

top  
 

 
Assessments: 
There will be periodic assessments throughout the semester to measure your achievement in this course. These will 
usually take the form of online or hard-copy quizzes addressing your understanding of the material presented 
online. To help you prepare, material will be posted online for you to review in each chapter prior to each quiz. 

top  
 

Assignments: 
For each Chapter, the material will be presented according to the course schedule. To monitor your progress and 
facilitate the learning process, you will complete numerous individual assignments to reinforce the content of each 
Chapter. Some assignments are similar to traditional worksheets while others are more involved. 
For full credit, students must submit assignments and any other materials online via the Blackboard course site 
before or at the time that the assignment is due. You will receive full credit for complete, correct assignments 
submitted on time. Students will receive partial credit awarded on a sliding scale for incomplete assignments 
containing errors submitted on time. Students will receive no credit for missing assignments. After 24 hours past 
the due date, the assignment will neither be accepted nor graded.  

top  
 
Late Work Policy: 
Assignments submitted as hard copy are due at the beginning of the class period, as announced in class. 
Assignments submitted in electronic format are submitted online using the BlackBoard Assignment tool or via 
email. In the event that you do not turn in an assignment by the due date and time, it will be given half credit (50%) 
if you submit it up to 24 hours late. Assignments submitted more than 24 hours after the due date not be graded.  

top  
 
BlackBoard Orientation: 
One important task is completing the Blackboard Orientation. This is an online guide available via a link on the 
course homepage. 
 
Attendance Policy: 

Attendance is required for all scheduled class meetings, but sometimes face-to-face meetings are replaced with 
individual and / or online work. Your instructor will announce specifics about any changes to the class meeting 
schedule before they take effect.  

 



MUS 331 Syllabus, Fall 2013 
p. 3 

top  
Grading Scale: 
Calculation of the final course grade is as follows: 
Attendance  10% 
Quizzes 30% 
Chapter Projects (3 projects, 10% each) 30% 
Worksheets and Assignments            30% 
TOTAL  100% 
  
For the final course grade, a ten-point grading scale will be used as follows: 
 

92-90=A- 100-93=A  
82-80=B- 86-83=B 89-87=B+ 
72-70=C- 76-73=C 79-77=C+ 
62-60=D- 66-63=D 69-67=D+ 

 59-below=F  
top  

 
Course Schedule (tentative) 
There are numerous topics, each based on the course objectives and the tentative calendar (below). Each of the 
topics addresses one or more course goals and relates to the other topics in a set of three Chapters.  

 
Week of:  Topics: 

8/19 Chapter 1 What and Why Evaluate and Measure Syllabus and Introduction 

8/26  Blackboard Orientation  
Essential Terminology 

9/2 Standards 

9/9 Test Behaviors 

9/16 Lesson Planning and Instructional 
Organization 

9/23 Chapter 1 Project 
9/30 Chapter 2 How to Evaluate and Measure Domains and Taxonomies 

10/7  Behavioral Objectives and Lesson 
Planning 

10/14 Cognitive Test Items  
Performance Rubrics 

10/21 Designing a Music Test 

10/28 Chapter 2 Project 

11/4 Chapter 3 The Practice Evaluating and Measuring Standardized Test in Music 

11/11  Descriptive Statistics 

11/18 Test Statistics 

11/25 Data Analysis 

12/2 Chapter 3 Project 
 

top  
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University-Wide Policies and Information 

Academic Honor Code 

The University of North Carolina Wilmington is a community of high academic standards where academic integrity 
is valued. UNCW students are committed to honesty and truthfulness in academic inquiry and in the pursuit of 
knowledge. This commitment begins when new students matriculate at UNCW, continues as they create work of the 
highest quality while part of the university community, and endures as a core value throughout their lives. Complete 
details may be found in the current Code of Student Life and in the Faculty Handbook. 

Campus Respect Compact 

UNCW has recently instituted a Respect Compact to affirm our commitment to a civil community, characterized by 
mutual respect. That Compact may be accessed at: 
http://www.uncw.edu/stuaff/pdc/documents/SeahawkRespectCompact.pdf. Further information about the respect 
Compact is available from the Office of Institutional Diversity and Inclusion. 

Students with Disabilities 

Students with diagnosed disabilities should contact the Office of Disability Services (962-7555). Please give the 
professor a copy of the letter you receive from Office of Disability Services detailing class accommodations you may 
need. Please be sure your professor has the referral letter no less than three days before the test, if you require 
accommodation for test taking. 

Statement regarding violence and harassment: UNCW practices a zero tolerance policy for any kind of 
violent or harassing behavior. If you are experiencing an emergency of this type contact the police at 911 or UNCW 
CARE at 962-2273. Resources for individuals concerned with a violent or harassing situation can be located at 
http://www.uncw.edu/wsrc/crisis.html. 

Religious Observance Policy 

North Carolina General Statute 116-11(3a) and UNC policy authorizes a minimum of two excused absences each 
academic year for religious observances required by the faith of a student. Students are required to provide 
written notice of the request for an excused absence a reasonable time prior to the religious observance. The student 
shall be given the opportunity to make up any tests or other work missed due to an excused absence for a religious 
observance. 

Cell Phones, PDAs, Laptops 

Cell phone, PDA, laptop, and net book use is prohibited in class unless the class activity warrants their use. These 
devices should be either silenced or turned off during class unless otherwise indicated. Please let me know in 
advance, if you have a personal, urgent matter for which you need to be on call. 

The University Learning Center 

910.962.7857 • www.uncw.edu/ulc The University Learning Center’s (ULC) mission is to help students become 
successful, independent learners. Tutoring at the ULC is NOT remediation: the ULC offers a different type of 
learning opportunity for those students who want to increase the quality of their education. ULC services are free to 
all UNCW students and include the following: --Learning Services (Basic Studies) 
http://www.uncw.edu/ulc/learning/index.html --Math Services http://www.uncw.edu/ulc/math/index.html --
Study Skills http://www.uncw.edu/ulc/study/index.html --Supplemental Instruction 
http://www.uncw.edu/ulc/si/index.html --Writing Services http://www.uncw.edu/ulc/writing/index.html 
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The above syllabus for this course is subject to change by the instructor. In the event of any alteration, written 

changes to the syllabus will be provided in advance. 
 


