
 

 

 

 
December 12, 2011 
 
Joseph Tubergen,  
Department of Physics and Physical Oceanography 
 
 
Dear Joseph: 
  
The Department of Physics and Physical Oceanography would like to know how we did 
at meeting your needs and wants regarding your educational experience as an 
undergraduate physics major. To help us evaluate our effectiveness, I would like you to 
answer some questions about the program. 
 
I would appreciate your written response to Part I of the enclosed questionnaire. For the 
questions in Part II, I would like your oral comments. To obtain these responses, we need 
to set up an appointment for an interview with me. Please let me know when you are 
available on December 16th. 
 
After getting your schedule, I will set up a specific appointment. Please bring your 
responses to questions 1-17 to your interview. 
 
I want to emphasize that your responses will be kept in strict confidence. The results will 
be pooled with other responses so that they can be used to improve the Department, but 
they will not in any way be identified with you or influence your status. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Russell Herman 
Chair and Professor, Department of Physics and Physical Oceanography 
Professor, Department of Mathematics and Statistics 
UNC Wilmington 
hermanr@uncw.edu 
910-962-3722 
 
 



 

 

Department of Physics and Physical Oceanography 
Exit Interview 

 
 

Part I 
 
For the following statements, please indicate how effective we were in that area by 
circling the appropriate number on a scale from 1 [DISAGREE strongly] to 5 [AGREE 
strongly]. Circle N if the question is not applicable or if you have no opinion. 
 

1. Overall, the physics courses were effective in providing me with a good 
understanding of the principles of physics.  

                                                                 1   2   3   4   5   N 
 

2. Overall, the physics courses were effective in developing my ability to think 
logically and solve a broad range of problems.  

                                                                 1   2   3   4   5   N 
 

3. Overall, the physics courses were effective in enhancing my appreciation of the 
breadth and unity of the laws governing our universe.  

                                                                 1   2   3   4   5   N 
 

4. The physics courses I took progressed in a logical manner, so as to build on one 
another and lead to a good grasp of advanced topics.  

                                                                 1   2   3   4   5   N 
 

5. The introductory physics courses provided a good foundation for advanced level 
physics courses.  

                                                                 1   2   3   4   5   N 
 

6. The junior-senior level required physics courses enhanced my appreciation for the 
physics discipline.  

                                                                 1   2   3   4   5   N 
 

7. The junior-senior level topical physics courses were essential to achieving my 
physics related goals.  

                                                                 1   2   3   4   5   N 
 

8. The Senior Seminar was a useful part of my physics education.  
                                                                 1   2   3   4   5   N 
 

9. Physics Colloquia were a useful part of my physics education.  
                                                                 1   2   3   4   5   N 
 
 



 

 

10. For the most part, my out-of-class physics assignments (homework) were 
effective in enhancing my learning.  

                                                                 1   2   3   4   5   N 
 

11. The introductory physics laboratories were a useful part of my physics education.  
                                                                 1   2   3   4   5   N 
 

12. The advanced physics laboratories were a useful part of my physics education.  
                                                                 1   2   3   4   5   N 
 

13. The Physics Department was a friendly place to learn.  
                                                                 1   2   3   4   5   N 
 

14. The information provided by my advisor(s) was appropriate and reliable.  
                                                                 1   2   3   4   5   N 
 

15. My advisor(s) was/were accessible and available.  
                                                                 1   2   3   4   5   N 
 

16. The Department has provided sufficient help in making decisions about jobs 
and/or graduate school.  

                                                                 1   2   3   4   5   N 
 

17. I was made to feel a part of the Physics Department.  
                                                                 1   2   3   4   5   N 
 
 
  



 

 

Part II 
 

The following questions will be asked of you by the faculty member who conducts your 
oral interview. You do not need to provide answers in writing. Keep in mind that your 
responses will be kept in the strictest confidence. They will not be identified with you, or 
influence your university standing in any way. 
 

18. When and why did you decide to become a physics major? 
 
19. What courses would you add or delete among those required of a physics major? 
 
20. What, if any, research did you do as an undergraduate? 
 
21. Did you participate in the Society of Physics Students?  Was your experience 

useful in your undergraduate career? 
 
22. Did you hear from your friends about things other departments did for their 

majors that you wish the Physics Department had done for you? If so, what? 
 
23. What would you recommend that we change that would make being a physics 

major better at this university? 
 
24. What could the Department do to provide more assistance in making decisions 

about jobs and graduate school? 
 
25. Is there any course(s) you would single out as being particularly good? If so, 

which one(s) and why? 
 
26. Is there any course(s) you would single out as being particularly bad? If so, which 

one(s) and why? 
 
27. What were your most valuable experiences as physics major? 
 
28. What were your least valuable experiences as physics major? 
   
29. What are your plans following graduation?  
 
30. What comments would you like to make about any of the questions above that 

you answered before coming?  
 
31. Are there any comments you would like to make about areas not covered in these 

questions? 


