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What do you feel you learned by studying abroad that you couldn’t have learned at UNCW? 

Since I’m working towards a minor in International Affairs, I’m very interested in current affairs, different cultures, etc. 
When I was in England I took three IR courses and it was always interesting to hear different opinions on certain topics 
(ex: the UN, EU integration, conflicts in the Middle East). At UNCW, I generally hear thoughts and opinions of IR issues 
that have been affected by our American media, and I didn’t realize how much of a bubble we live in until I heard 
discussions from those who aren’t American. I love hearing people’s different opinions and so the opportunity to learn 
things I sort of already knew from a different point of view was very enlightening. 
 
Also, while studying abroad I got to see how culturally different Americans are from other nationalities. Obviously, most 
nationalities are different in their own ways, but I had not been expecting too much of a difference in Europe, or 
especially from the UK. The British were certainly the most similar but there were dozens of small things that made us 
different. It was fun to live with them and learn to understand how they see the world and those issues they find are 
most important.  I was also fortunate enough to make friends with other international students from across Europe, 
Australia, Africa, and South America. 
 

 
 

Above:  Edinburgh & Western coast of Ireland 
 
While studying abroad I also learned more about myself. I was in a foreign country without my family and my usual 
group of friends, so it was as if I was seeing myself without the influences they have in my life.  I was already a rather 
independent person but after being abroad for nearly five months I felt I had become more self-sufficient, as if I had 
grown up in a sense. While abroad I may have had to learn to rely on myself more, but I also made several close friends 
whom I have no doubt I will remain close to. 



Where all did you get to visit and was it easy to get there? 
 
I was able to travel so much while abroad and very easily. First of all, there’s plenty of international students (and 
generally some local students as well) who are also interested in traveling, so you never have to go alone! Secondly, 
once you’re already over the ocean to whichever school you choose, traveling is considerably cheaper because you’re 
not going as far =). I studied at Keele University in England. It was in the central part of England so by train I was within 2 
hours from most cities I wanted to see. The train is a little more expensive than taking a bus (coach in England), but it is 
definitely worth it for the longer trips. You can buy a student rail pass that saves you quite a bit on all tickets…so it pays 
for itself the first or second time you use it. 
 
There are also several cheap European airlines (like Ryanair and EasyJet) and hostels. Websites like HostelWorld will tell 
you where the cleanest and safest hostels are located. In the UK, students get the entire month of April off for Spring 
Break. However, at Keele and probably other UK universities, if you’re taking 
third year courses (like our 400-level classes), then you’ll probably only get 
the first three weeks off. This means you’ll have a couple of weeks to travel 
before you have to come back and study for your finals! Many friends I 
knew planned out detailed trips around Europe for the month, however my 
closest friends and I preferred to do a tour group. Yet this was super cheap 
because we stayed at campsites (with cabins) and helped cook dinner there. 
We did a 20-day tour around Europe and every person on the tour was 
about our age, including the tour guide. You can definitely plan your own 
trips as well, whether they  be day trips or week-long trips. While I was 
studying in England I spent many weekends visiting  places in the UK and 
Ireland and then in April I was able to visit France, Monaco, Italy, Austria, 
Germany, Lichtenstein, Switzerland, the Netherlands, and Greece. 
 
At right: Statue of Adam Smith in Edinburgh, Scotland 
 
Below: Eiffel Tower, Paris, France 
 

 
 
Would you recommend studying abroad to other PLS students? 
 
 Absolutely, yes! I would actually recommend it to any UNCW student, 
regardless of his or her major. When you research which school to choose, not 
only do you look at the area it’s in, but you also look for which one has the 
best classes for your concentration. I picked Keele for several many reasons, 
but mainly because it had a very strong International Relations program. 
However, this university is not alone in that trait, and I encourage anyone 
thinking of studying abroad to research every university that interests him. 
Studying abroad is certainly an experience that you’ll learn so much from and 
never forget. I like to think I changed somewhat after living abroad, and it’s 
something I know I’ll never regret. 
 



 
 

Above left: View of the Vatican from St. Paul’s Cathedral, right: Grand Canal, Venice, Italy 
 
 

 
Above:  With friends on the Acropolis in Athens, Greece. 

 
 
 


